TABLE IN THE WILDERNESS

Psalm 78:17-32

The concise Oxford Dictionary defines wilderness in three basic ways: a desert or an uncultivated and uninhabited region or a confused assemblage of things.

Essentially a wilderness is a place where we do not expect to find food for it is uncultivated, we do not expect to find love and compassion from people for it is uninhabited and where peace and orderliness is least expected for confusion reigns supreme in the wilderness.

As we travel along life’s rough road, we will come to situations that there is no better word to describe them than the word wilderness. However, this is not the end of the world. God has always and will continue to make ways in the wilderness and create rivers in the desert (Isaiah 43:19,20). For those who trust God, every wilderness is a challenge and creates an opportunity for God to show Himself strong on our behalf (2 Chronicles 16:9).

BAD PATCHES DURING TRAVELLING

Psalm 78:17-32; 34:19; Numbers 21:5; 11:4-23; Exodus 16:1-12; 17:1-7; 1 Peter 4:12; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Mark 4:35-41; Revelation 12:12-17; John 16:33; 15:20; Job 14:1; 

Life is never one set of smooth passages, there will be occasional problems, a tyre puncture or two, a few temporary detours (Job 14:1). God in His wisdom has so designed it that we never have permanent breakdowns. If life were a series of defeats, no man can survive the crushing blow of constant defeat.

However no matter how well we plan our journey, no matter how prepared we are before commencing the journey, we can still run into bad patches during our travelling. This is part of life and should not be viewed as if some strange thing has befallen us (1 Peter 4:12; 1 Corinthians 10:13).

Life is never one long stretch of wilderness experience otherwise the best of men will dry up. However we all have our experience(s) of the wilderness. Christ has told that for sure in the world we will have tribulations (John 16:33; 15:20; Revelation 12:12-17). Sometimes it is the devil that deliberately stirs up a storm in a teacup but victory is ours in Christ (Mark 4:35-41; Revelation 12:12-17; John 16:33). Many are the afflictions of the righteous because of living in this imperfect world but the Lord has promised to deliver us from them all (Psalm 34:19). Israel had their share of life’s bad patches but they didn’t handle the situation wisely. They murmured against God for every little trouble that came across their way (Psalm 78:17-32; Numbers 21:5; 11:4-23; Exodus 16:1-12; 17:1-7). Be wise in handling life’s bad patches that come your way. God cares for you and He will help you. Don’t blame, accuse and curse God for every little problem that you face. This will only worsen your lot. Depend upon Him for a glorious victory.

BAD PRONOUNCEMENTS OF THE TEMPTING

Psalm 78:17-25,32; Exodus 17:1-7; 16:1-12; Numbers 11:4-23; 21:5; 14:27-38; Proverbs 18:21; 6:2; 13:3; 20:20; 21:23; Psalm 39:1,2; 34:12,13; 1 Peter 3:10; Matthew 12:37.

Israel tempted God in the wilderness (Psalm 78:17,18; Exodus 17:1-7; Numbers 11:4-23; 21:5; 16:1-12). Their unbelief and doubt led to a series of blunders in their lives. Their faithlessness made them to make some unthinkable pronouncements.

They asked whether God could furnish a table in the wilderness as if God could be limited by prevailing circumstances (Psalm 78:19). They asked whether God could provide bread and as well as meat (Psalm 78:20).

They provoked God by their bad and faithless pronouncements (Psalm 78:21,22,17). Notwithstanding the tremendous miracles that they witnessed, they chose not to believe (Psalm 78:32).

Those who are always grumbling, complaining, making bad pronouncements always dig their own graves with their mouths. They always perish in the wilderness and never reach the promised land (Numbers 14:27--38). Life and death are always in the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21; 6:2; 13:3; 20:20; 21:23; James 3:2; 1:26; Psalm 39:1,2; 34:12,13; 1 Peter 3:10; Matthew 12:37; Luke 19:22).

God provided the best food for Israel in the wilderness but they loathed it. Manna was called the corn of heaven as well as angel’s food but Israel despised it as this light bread (Psalm 78:24,25; Numbers 21:5).

BLESSED PROVISION FOR THE TRUSTING

Psalm 78:19,20,23-31; Exodus 16:13-18; 17:6; Numbers 20:11; 11:4-23; 1 Kings 17:2-16; 19:5-7; Judges 15:18,19; Matthew 14:15-21; 15:32-39.

When we are passing through the wilderness, we need to depend upon God and never join the band of the faithless and the doubters. We should never ask whether God can furnish a table in the wilderness as if it is an impossible feat for God (Psalm 78:19). Of course God can!

Although the wilderness is uncultivated, God can provide food inspite of this. Israel didn’t grow manner in the wilderness, God supplied it (Psalm 78:23-25; Exodus 16:13-18). Israel didn’t raise poultry or nurture herd but God supplied them enough meat in the wilderness (Psalm 78:26-31; Numbers 11:4-23).

For those who trust God during their wilderness experience, God will furnish a table for them in their wilderness (Psalm 78:19). There were no supermarkets or restaurants by river Cherith but Elijah always got fed. God made miraculous provision for him (1 Kings 17:2-7). Elijah ate miraculous food in the wilderness (1 Kings 19:5-7). God fed Elijah , the widow of Zarephath and her son for a long time with the single meal of the family (1 Kings 17:8-16). The God of Elijah is still alive on His throne! He will supply ALL your need.

God provided water for Samson to drink when there was no river or stream from which he could have drunk (Judges 15:18,19). Israel drank water out of the rock (Psalm 78:20; Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11; 1 Corinthians 10:4). Christ multiplied food to feed the multitude in the wilderness (Matthew 14:15-21; 15:32-39).

Although there are no supermarkets or agric farms in the wilderness, God still knows how to care for His people.

Are you passing through the wilderness? God will make a blessed provision for you like He did for those in eras gone by if only you can trust Him. If you will rely and depend upon God and trust Him for your sustenance, God will command the clouds from above, He will open the windows and doors of heaven and rain blessings upon your life (Psalm 78:23,24).

