STORMING THE ENEMY’S GATES

Judges 16:1-3

Do you feel as if you are inside a walled city with the gates locked? Do you feel that life does not hold good prospects for you because you feel trapped in a prison? Does the enemy rejoice over you and is already planning your destruction?

Now is the time to storm the gates of the enemy and to carry the doors off their hinges, bar and all; dump them where the enemy will have difficulty recovering them and walk free to freedom. Don’t only break the gates of brass or cut the bars of iron in sunder. Gather them all together and dispose of them entirely from the easy reach of the enemy (Psalm 107:16).

We need to rise up to the challenge of the hour to storm the gates of the enemy and lift the doors of oppression, affliction, demonic manipulation, spiritual blindness etc. off their hinges.

ENSNARING REVELLING AND DECEPTION

Judges 16:1,4,21; 14:1-3; 2 Samuel 11:4; 12:9-12; Nehemiah 13:26; Proverbs 5:22; Galatians 6:7,8; 5:19-21.

God set Samson apart as a Nazarite but Samson many times took liberty for license, took God for granted and lived as if there are no consequences for “easy” living (Judges 13:3-7,24,25; 14:1-3; 16:4). Here we find anointed Samson going to commit immorality with an harlot (Judges 16:1).

We live in an era of “funky” christians who live in sin and compromise but think that they can deceive God. They are already deceived and they will be held with the cords of their iniquity (Proverbs 5:22).

Revelling and toying with sin brings a snare. It is the pathway to spiritual and physical destruction.

Remember the end of Samson! (Judges 16:21). Consider the calamities of David because of the immorality with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:4; 12:9-12). Bring to mind the great backsliding of Solomon the wisest man that ever lived (apart from Christ) who fell through outlandish women (Nehemiah 13:26).

ENEMY’S RESOLVE TO DESTROY

Judges 16:2; Acts 12:1-4; John 10:10; 8:44; Job 1:7,12-19; 2:7; 1 Peter 5:8; Esther 3:6-15; Genesis 31:29,42.

The enemy does not act with half-heartedness. When he plans, he aims for total destruction (Judges 16:2; Acts 12:1-4). The Gazites heard about Samson’s sinful foray into their territory. They surrounded and enclosed him in their net and were willing to have a watchnight service of quiet waiting for Samson. What length the enemy will go to carry out his plan. The enemy was ready to wait and watch all night in order to deal a death blow in the morning.

The devil never rests and is never tired. He is walking about like a roaring lion seeking preys (Job 1:7,12-19; 2:7; 1 Peter 5:8).

The devil comes to steal, kill and to destroy (John 10:10; 8:44; 1 John 3:8). The believer who is ignorant of this resolve of the enemy to destroy can still be dealing gently with the devil. The devil needs resistance and binding not begging! (2 Corinthians 2:11; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9).

EARLY RISING WITH DETERMINATION

Judges 16:3; Matthew 13:24-28; Joshua 3:1; 6:15; Genesis 19:17; 22:3: 26:31; Mark 1:35; Proverbs 31:10-15; Psalm 119:59,60; 5:3; Jeremiah 7:25.

The enemy always does his worst when men are sleeping (Matthew 13:24-28). Samson slept till midnight and then rose up (Judges 16:3). He rose up with determination to face the enemy and deal the enemy a deadly blow.

Those who sleep, sleep in the night and those who get drunk do so in the night. God expects us to be watchful and battle ready (1 Thessalonians 5:6,7). Workers of evil perpetrate their wickedness in the night. We can rise up early to neutralize their evil works and dismantle their edifices.

Early rising to accomplish God’s will is a pattern in the scriptures (Joshua 3:1; 6:15; Genesis 19:17; 22:3: 26:31; Mark 1:35; Proverbs 31:10-15; Psalm 119:59,60; 5:3; Jeremiah 7:25). Rise early with a strong decision and determination to fight the enemy and win.

ENTIRE REMOVAL OF THE DOORS

Judges 16:3; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 2 Samuel 5:21; Romans 16:20; 1 John 3:8; Luke 10:18; Hebrews 2:14

The gate into a city represents the ultimate security of the city. It prevents this city from being easily overrun. With the gate shut, how can Samson escape? This would have meant the end of Samson.

Samson removed “the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away with them, BAR and ALL”.

Whenever you have the opportunity to dismantle the devices of the enemy, never do it with half-measures. Don’t just open the doors. Never remove one half of the doors. Take away the entire doors! Dismantle the entire edifice of evil. Bring down the strongholds of the devil in their entirety (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). Rise up, storm the enemy’s gates and remove the doors entirely, bar and all.

Don’t just remove the doors and leave them there for it will be easy for the enemy to fix them again. Carry and throw them away or burn them up completely (2 Samuel 5:21).

ELECT’S RIGHT TO DOMINION

Judges 16:3,30; 15:15,16; Genesis 1:26,28; 2 Corinthians 2:14; Romans 16:20; 8:37; Matthew 15:26; Isaiah 54:14-17.

Samson manifested here the elect’s right to dominion. He single-handedly defeated the enemy. He triumphed over a host. What a glorious illustration of the believer’s right and privilege.

How can we that are under a better covenant, mediated by a better High Priest, underguarded by better promises remain shackled by the enemy? How can we be shut up in the enemy’s Gaza without a way of escape? If you can’t find a way out, storm the enemy’s gate and remove the doors entirely and walk free to freedom.

Chorus

Let’s go take the city

Let’s go fight in faith

Demons tremble when we start to pray

Let’s go take the city

Let’s go storm the gates

Walls will crumble when we shout His praise.

