SPEAK THE WORD ONLY

Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10

“Speak the word only” is a winning formula in the spiritual life that many have failed to adopt. Many believers are defeated in their lives because they do not “speak the word only”.

(1) Some believers speak every other thing except the word. They murmur, criticize, complain, query God but never speak the word. How can they expect to live in victory when they do the exact opposite of what God wants them to do?

(2) Some other believers go in for a mixture – they don’t speak the word ONLY. They speak the word and later grumble and query God. Their words of unbelief undermine and destroy the words of faith that they have earlier spoken. As a result, they achieve nothing.

(3) “Speak the word ONLY” is the secret of victory. Under any circumstance, at all times, speak the word ONLY. Call those things which are not as though they are and they will be (Romans 4:17; Genesis 1:3,11,12). Send forth the word of healing to a loved one and the healing will manifest (Psalm 107:20). Declare that the Lord will perfect that which concerns you and every crooked thing will be made straight (Psalm 138:8). Always, everywhere, speak the word ONLY.

PLEASANTNESS OF THE SAVIOUR’S WORD

Matthew 8:2,3,7; 20:33,34; Mark 1:40-42; 5:22-24,35,36; 8:22-25; Luke 4:18; 5:12-14; 7:13,14; Acts 10:38.

The centurion besought Jesus for his sick servant who was grievously tormented of the devil. Christ’s pleasant and encouraging response to the centurion’s beseeching is “I will come and heal him” (Matthew 8:7).

What problems, difficulties, sickness, stress etc. are you going through? Jesus cares about you. He will not shun you if you approach Him for help. He is ever willing to help and heal (Mark 1:40-42; 5:22-24,35,36; 8:22-25; Matthew 8:2,3; 20:33,34; Luke 5:12-14; 7:13,14). He wants to come and heal you, bind up your broken heart, bring an end to your sorrow. That is why He came. That is what He was anointed for (Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38).

You can count on His mercy and compassion. No matter how deep your problem, He will help you. Are you “sick, and ready to die” (Luke 7:2), he will heal and quicken you and you will live.

POSSIBILITIES IN THE SPOKEN WORD

Matthew 8:8; Luke 7:7; Proverbs 18:21; 13:3; 20:20; 21:23; 6:2; James 3:2; 1:26; Psalm 39:1,2; 34:12,13; 1 Peter 3:10; Psalm 107:20; Genesis 1:3,11,12; Romans 4:17.

The centurion said that the Lord shouldn’t go through all the trouble of travelling to his house, moreso because he is unworthy. However he believed that his servant will recover if the Lord will “speak the word only” (Matthew 8:8; Luke 7:7).

There are tremendous possibilities in the spoken word. Life and death, healing and sickness, good and evil, freedom and bondage are in the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21; 13:3; 20:20; 21:23; James 3:2; 1:26; Psalm 39:1,2; 34:12,13; 1 Peter 3:10). We are snared by the words of our mouth (Proverbs 6:2). Justification or condemnation always comes through the spoken word (Matthew 12:37; Luke 19:22).

(1) There is healing and deliverance in the spoken word (Psalm 107:20; Mark 9:25,26; 5:8; Acts 16:18).

(2) There is creative power in the spoken word (Genesis 1:3,11,12; Romans 4:17).

We can use the spoken word to create favourable conditions for ourselves to operate (Joshua 10:12-14). The spoken word can be used to bring divine provision into our lives (2 Kings 7:1-20).

PREPARATION FOR SPIRITUAL WINNING

Luke 7:2-9; Matthew 8:6-10; 15:21-28; 17:20; Hebrews 11:6; Mark 11:24; 5:25-34; 10:52; James 1:5-8; 5:15.

There was a process that led to the healing of the centurion’s servant. The centurion had some qualities that guaranteed the spiritual victory that he experienced as he got what he requested for:

(1) He acknowledged Jesus as Lord

He called Jesus Lord and he meant it from deep within his heart, otherwise Jesus would have rejected it if it was hypocritical (Matthew 8:6,8; 7:21-23; Luke 6:46).

(2) He forsook every alternative and came to Jesus

Roman architecture, History, Law, Medicine were the best in the world at that time. Caesarian section dates back to that time and originated with the Romans. He could have taken the servant to a Roman military hospital but he didn’t. He chose to come to Jesus. There were sorcerers and exorcists at that time (Matthew 12:24-28; Acts 8:6-13; 19:13-17). He could have sought the services of one of them but he didn’t. He chose to come to Jesus.

(3) He came to the Lord in humility of heart

Others had come on centurion’s behalf to ask Jesus for the healing of his servant. They demanded healing because they thought the centurion was worthy (Luke 7:2-5). The fact that we love our nation and have built synagogues does not make us worthy before the Lord (Luke 7:2-5). Calvary is what makes us worthy!

However the centurion knew better and he declared that he was not worthy (Luke 7:6,7; Matthew 8:7,8).

(4) He came to the Lord in simple yet great faith

He believed that a spoken word from the Lord was all that was needed for the healing of his servant. He manifested such a simple faith that Christ said it was great faith (Matthew 8:10; Luke 7:9; Hebrews 11:6; Mark 11:24; James 1:5-8; 5:15).

(5) He understood the principle of authority

He was a man who exercised physical, natural authority over soldiers and domestic servants (Matthew 8:9; Luke 7:8). He knew Jesus could exercise spiritual, supernatural authority over demons and diseases.

The centurion reflected on his authority in the physical over a hundred soldiers and other servants. There is no room for lapses. When he commands the soldiers or servants under him, he expects to be obeyed and he always gets results. He expected Christ to obtain similar results in spiritual circumstances.

(6) He was a man under authority

Only those who are UNDER authority have the right to EXERCISE authority (Matthew 8:9; Luke 7:8). The sons of Sceva who were not under the authority of Christ and yet tried to manifest the authority in Christ suffered terribly for it (Acts 19:13-16).

PROFIT IN THE SPOKEN WORD

Matthew 8:13; 15:28; Luke 7:9,10; Psalm 107:20; 105:17-20; Romans 4:17; Genesis 1:3,11,12; Joshua 10:12-14; Mark 9:25,26; 5:8; Acts 16:18.

There is great profit in the spoken word. Christ spoke the word and the centurion’s servant was made whole (Matthew 8:13; Luke 7:9,10).

The sent word always brings healing and deliverance (Psalm 107:20; Matthew 15:28; Psalm 105:17-20). When the word is sent, problems and mountains will melt away like snow for God’s word runs and works swiftly (Psalm 147:18,15).

The lack in your life will be supplied, those things that are not will come to be as the word is sent. Creative miracles will be your portion as a result of the sent and spoken word (Romans 4:17; Genesis 1:3,11,12). The spoken word through the prophecy of Elisha brought amazing abundance to Israel (2 Kings 7:1-20). The sun and the moon can stand in their courses to allow you finish your business as a result of the spoken word (Joshua 10:12-14). Demons are cast out through the spoken word (Mark 9:25,26; 5:8; Acts 16:18).

