SINGLED OUT FOR BLESSING
Mark 8:22-26

Bethsaida had been cursed (Matthew 11:20-24; Luke 10:13-15). The city had been deemed unworthy of receiving not just the blessing of God but even of the news of that blessing (Mark 8:26).

However Christ singled out a blind man in this cursed city and healed him. The impotent man at the pool of Bethesda was also singled out for healing (John 5:1-14). Mary the mother of Jesus was singled out for blessing (Luke 1:28-30).

The same mercy of the Lord that singled out these people for special blessing will single you out for special blessing in Jesus’ name.

Are you a member of a disadvantaged family, a citizen of a cursed city or nation, or a part of a captive community? As God singled out David for kingship, Gideon for empowerment and victory, He will single you out for blessing.

CURSE OF THE REJECTED MESSIAH

Matthew 11:20-24; Luke 10:13-15; John 3:19-21; 9:39-41; Joshua 6:26; Judges 5:23; Hebrews 6:7,8.
Bethsaida was a city and a desert place by the Sea of Galilee where several of the apostles of Christ lived (John 1:44; 12:21; Mark 6:32,45; 8:22).

It was one of the cities that had received God’s mighty visitations through the ministry of Christ yet did not yield to the demands of the gospel. The city essentially rejected the Messiah despite the mighty works and miracles the city experienced. The city was therefore vehemently cursed by Christ (Matthew 11:20-24; Luke 10:13-15).

Other cities like Chorazin and Capernaum have been similarly cursed. To enjoy God’s rain and yet bring forth briers and thorns is to be cursed (Hebrews 6:7,8). To receive God’s light and yet abide in darkness is to be cursed (John 3:19-21). To hear the gospel of liberty and yet reject it is to continue in bondage (John 9:39-41).
Bethsaida like Jericho and Meroz has been cursed and that by no ordinary person or prophet but by the Messiah Himself. What a plight! (Joshua 6:26; Judges 5:23).
CANCELLATION OF ROYAL MERCY

Mark 8:23; 1 Kings 16:34; 1 Samuel 17:1-3; 2 Chronicles 6:26,27; 7:13-15; Haggai 1:10,11; Leviticus 26:39; Ezekiel 24:23; 33:10.
In this particular incident, Christ came to Bethsaida and yet did no single miracle. He even refused to heal the man they brought to Him in the city. The people sought the healing touch but Christ took the blind man and led him by the hand “and led him out of the town” (Mark 8:23).

Because Christ had already cursed the city, He was not ready to do another miracle in it. He refused to bestow another blessing to people inside the city.

A cursed city will be denied the blessings and mercy of the Lord. The curse will serve like an umbrella to stop the rain of God’s blessing from touching the city.

The heaven over Bethsaida is shut and there is no blessing under a closed heaven (Haggai 1:10,11; 2 Chronicles 7:13-15).

Their city was left to the inhabitants desolate. Divine mercy was cancelled. They were left to pine away in their problem (Matthew 23:37-39; Leviticus 26:39; Ezekiel 24:23; 33:10).

Whoever tries to bless or restore accursed city like Jericho will pay a heavy price for it (1 Kings 16:34).

CLARITY THROUGH REPEATED MINISTRATION

Mark 8:23-25; 1 Kings 18:41-46; Luke 18:1-8; Jeremiah 18:1-4; 2 Kings 5:1-20; 13:14-25; Joshua 6:1-20.
Although Christ was not ready to bestow another blessing on Bethsaida, He singled out this blind man for blessing. He led him out of the town in order to heal him. There can be no blessing in a cursed city.
Christ ministered to the man but he saw “men as trees, walking”. Christ had to repeat the ministration before he now “saw every man clearly”.

This is the only recorded incident in which Christ had to do a repeated ministration for the healing to be perfected.

Perhaps this blind man was a resident of Bethsaida and the curse was also affecting him. The abiding curse hindered the profitable flow of God’s blessing. The man had to be healed TWICE to enjoy the perfect healing. Clarity through repeated ministration. Cleansing through repeated dipping in River Jordan (2 Kings 5:1-20). Victory through repeated throwing of the arrows of deliverance (2 Kings 13:14-25). Conquest through repeated circling of the walls of Jericho (Joshua 6:1-20).
A lesson we learn here is that miracles become more difficult for inhabitants of cursed cities. Breakthroughs can become an ordeal for them. However the Lord will not leave you until He has perfected His work in you. He is the potter and we are the clay. He will mold and re-mold until He comes out with a perfect image (Jeremiah 18:1-4).
COMMANDMENT OF THE REJECTED MESSIAH

Mark 8:26; 7:36; 5:43; 3:12; Galatians 5:1; Joshua 6:26; 1 Kings 16:34; Deuteronomy 13:13-18; Jeremiah 7:16.
After his healing, Christ commanded the man to “Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town” (Mark 8:26).
Has God singled you out for blessing and then blessed you? Then don’t return into the cursed city. Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made you free. Don’t get entangled with the yoke of bondage again (Galatians 5:1).

Bethsaida was not just unworthy of divine blessing, it was even unworthy of receiving news of divine blessing. Christ was determined not to give Bethsaida any more evidence of God’s mercy and visitation.

