SETTING SATANIC STRONGHOLDS ON FIRE

Judges 9:46-52; 2 Kings 8:12

We have been commanded not to follow the multitude to do evil (Exodus 23:2). However there are times in life when we learn positive principles from negative examples. Christ taught about the necessity of foresight (positive principle) from the life of a crooked steward (negative example) (Luke 16:1-12). We are not to follow the negative example and the perverted pathway of the crooked steward but to learn from the positive principle.

We are not to follow the wicked examples of Abimelech and Hazael in oppressing and destroying innocent people by setting strongholds on fire. However we can learn from their method on how to destroy seemingly impregnable strongholds.

The saint of God is confronted with satanic strongholds. One way of destroying these satanic strongholds can be by setting on Holy Ghost fire just like these two individuals did to physical strongholds that confronted them.

DESCRIPTION OF SATAN’S FORTRESSES

Judges 9:46-52; Luke 11:21,22; Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27; Isaiah 49:24-26; 14:16,17; Jeremiah 50:33,34; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.

The people of Shechem and Thebez were so confident of their strongholds. They felt secure within the fortresses not expecting the enemy to be able to break through (Judges 9:46-52).

Satan is also a strong man that keeps his palace – his stronghold where he keeps his captives and does not release them (Luke 11:21,22; Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27; Isaiah 49:24-26; 14:16,17; Jeremiah 50:33,34).

Any area in a person’s life where he is living far below God’s plan for him because of the activities of the devil and his agents is a satanic stronghold. We need to set such satanic strongholds on fire to ensure freedom of the captive (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

DOMINION THROUGH SAINTS’ FORTIFICATION

Judges 9:48,49; Ephesians 6:10-17; 3:16; Zechariah 4:6; Romans 8:11; Colossians 1:11; 2 Corinthians 4:16.

In the battle against the enemy, we need to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. We need to put on the whole armour of God that we may be able to stand and withstand in the evil day (Ephesians 6:10-17).

We need strength to cut down the solid and heavy firewood that we are going to use to set the satanic strongholds on fire. We also need strength to carry these firewood on our shoulders as we make our way and march towards the satanic strongholds to be set on fire (Judges 9:48,49).

It is not by might or power but by the Holy Ghost who strengthens us with strength in the inner man so that we can fast, pray, bind pull down and wage effective warfare against the enemy (Zechariah 4:6; Romans 8:11; Ephesians 3:16; Colossians 1:11; 2 Corinthians 4:16).

DECISION AND SOLID FIREWOOD

Judges 9:46-49; 1 Timothy 6:12; Ephesians 6:12; 1 Kings 18:35-40; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Matthew 17:21; Mark 9:28,29; 11:22-24; Revelation 12:11.

Once Abimelech heard that the people of Shechem have taken refuge in the stronghold, he made up his mind to destroy the stronghold (Judges 9:46-48). We must also make a firm decision to fight the enemy and destroy all the strongholds of the devil. We have been commanded to fight the good fight of faith and we cannot afford to do otherwise (1 Timothy 6:12). We need to realise that we wrestle against principalities and powers (Ephesians 6:12).

However the DECISION to fight is not sufficient, we must back it up with PRACTICAL ACTION: “Abimelech took an ax in his hand, and cut down a bough from the trees, and took it, and laid it on his shoulder … and ALL the people likewise cut down EVERY MAN his bough, and followed Abimelech” (Judges 9:48,49).

They needed solid firewood to set the stronghold on fire. They were prepared to cut down and carry the heavy logs of wood that they needed to do the job. Abimelech and his followers cut down as much solid firewood as they required.

Spiritually speaking, we also need solid firewood to set satanic strongholds on fire. Like Abimelech and his followers, we need to cut down boughs from the trees. What is the spiritual implication of this? The firewood is not the fire but you cannot make fire without the firewood. The firewood forms the foundation for the fire (1 Kings 18:35-40).

The firewood can be likened spiritually to prayer, faith, fasting, the word, etc. (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Matthew 17:21; Mark 9:28,29; 11:22-24; Revelation 12:11). These are the foundation for kindling the Holy Ghost fire that is needed in setting satanic strongholds on fire.

DESTRUCTION BY THE SPIRIT’S FIRE

Judges 9:49,52; 1 Kings 18:35-40; Genesis 19:24,25; Leviticus 10:2; Numbers 11:1; 16:35; 2 Kings 1:10-15; Psalm 11:6; 18:8,12,13; Isaiah 66:15,16; Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16; Acts 2:3.

“and put them (the firewood) to the hold, and set the hold on fire upon them: so that all the men of the tower of Shechem died also, about a thousand men and women” (Judges 9:49).

“And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought against it, and went hard unto the door of the tower to burn it with fire” (Judges 9:52).

The firewood is useless without the fire. We need both the firewood and the fire to get the job done (Genesis 22:7). They put the firewood around the stronghold and set it on fire. As we fast, pray in faith, speak the word, etc. – the fire of the Lord will fall to burn up the satanic strongholds. The power and fire of the Holy Ghost will kindle the firewood as in Elijah’s case (1 Kings 18:35-40). God sends down fire to consume sacrifices (1 Chronicles 21:26; 2 Chronicles 7:1,3).

God also specializes in raining down fire to consume rebellious sinners and their gadgets of immorality, idolatry and edifices of satanic worship and bondage (Genesis 19:24,25; Leviticus 10:2; Numbers 11:1; 16:35; 2 Kings 1:10-15; Psalm 11:6; 18:8,12,13; Isaiah 66:15,16).

The Lord is the one that baptizes with the Holy Ghost and with fire (Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16; Acts 2:3). He Himself is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29). It is our time to command fire of the Holy Ghost to descend and set every satanic stronghold on fire (Luke 9:54).

