SEATED IN HEAVENLY PLACES

Ephesians 2:4-7

Spiritual wickedness operate from the heavenly places even though this is lower than where God is (Ephesians 3:10; 6:12). ALL spiritual blessings are available in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1:3,20). We can obtain these spiritual blessings by sitting together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6).

How can we be seated together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus and lack victory, dominion and all spiritual blessings? How can we be where the action is and miss it all? How can we be where the solution to every problem resides and remain fettered? 

Operating from down below puts us at a disadvantage. However operating from our seated position in Christ Jesus puts us at advantage over the enemy. Have you discovered where you ought to be? Are you seated together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus? What are the implications of sitting together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus?

SOURCE OF THE HUGE PROVISIONS

Ephesians 2:4; 1:7,3; Titus 3:5; Daniel 9:18; Romans 8:39; 2 Thessalonians 2:16; 1 John 3:1; Acts 17:28.

The benefits we have in Christ are numerous and God is the ultimate source of these huge provisions: “BUT GOD, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us”. This sums it all up: BUT GOD! If it were not for God, where will we be? Probably dead in sins and trespasses, rolling in iniquity, trodden underfoot by Satan, inhabiting the dungeon of the devil.

However God in His great love and infinite mercy reached down to us: (1) He quickened us together with Christ, (2) He raised us up together with Christ, (3) He made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. What tremendous provisions these are! Notice the word “together” as it runs through it all. There is a deep, abiding union with Christ. We are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ! (Romans 8:17).

Whatever spiritual blessings we receive in Christ, God is the source of them all (Ephesians 1:3).

SALVATION THROUGH HEAVEN’S PROVISION

Ephesians 2:5,1,8,9; Colossians 2:12,13; Romans 6:4-11,23; 10:9-13; Titus 2:11; 3:5-7; John 3:16-18; 1 John 1:7-9.

Salvation is by grace and grace is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. God is rich in mercy and He has bestowed this mercy upon us. Once we were dead in sins and trespasses, now we are alive in Christ, quickened from the dead. We have been quickened together with Christ.

Salvation is through heaven’s provision. It is the gift of God received through faith. We could not save ourselves and the works of our hands were useless to secure redemption.

SEATED IN HEAVENLY PLACES

Ephesians 2:6; 1:20-23; Philippians 2:9-11; Colossians 2:10-15; Hebrews 2:8; Romans 16:20; Matthew 28:18; Luke 10:19.

The sinner is still rolling in the dust of defeat, we have been raised up together with Christ, no longer under the dominion of sin and Satan.

However beyond the raising up, we have been lifted up and made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus far above all principalities and powers. When Christ was raised up and made to sit at the right hand of the Father, He was exalted “far above all principality and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come …” (Ephesians 1:20-23). Can we expect any less if we are raised up together with Christ, made to sit together in Christ Jesus?

Seated in heavenly places! What an exalted, glorious position to be in. From that vantage point, we can tread upon serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy (Romans 16:20; Matthew 28:18; Luke 10:19).

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HIGH PRIVILEGE

Ephesians 2:7,10; 1:7; 1 Peter 2:9,10; 2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 John 3:1; Isaiah 43:21; 1 Timothy 1:16.

There is always a reason and a purpose why God does the things He does. He saves us so that we can show forth His praise (1 Peter 2:9). He wants us to be His showpiece, the glorious design of the master craftsman or workman (Ephesians 2:10). Following salvation, we no longer live for self but for Him (2 Corinthians 5:15).

Today’s exaltation of sitting together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus is to prepare us for the demonstration of the exceeding riches of God’s grace in His kindness towards us through Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:7).

How can we quantify God’s love toward us? (1 John 3:1). Decide to be an exhibit for God’s grace, mercy and love.

