SAUL: THE TRAGEDY OF LOST ANOINTING
Many people have become complacent in their lives because they rely on the scriptures that says the gifts and the calling of God are without repentance (Romans 11:29).

They take this to mean whatever we receive from the Lord is permanent and cannot be lost. This is clearly a mistaken notion. The total revelation of the scriptures is that things can be lost. Just as the ax head was lost, salvation and anointing can be lost. There is the possibility of restoration if we tread the path of repentance. However it needs be said that these things can be lost.

Samson lost his anointing but regained it back. Saul lost his anointing but never regained it back just as Esau lost his birthright and never regained it back though he sought it with tears (Genesis 25:29-34; 27:33-38; Hebrews 12:16,17).

It is a great tragedy to loose God’s anointing upon ones life. However there is a path that leads to this kind of terrible state. Saul died as if he had not been anointed (2 Samuel 1:21).
THE LORD’S ANOINTED

1 Samuel 9:15,16; 10:1,2; 12:3,5; 15:17; 24:6,10; 26:9,11,16,25; 2:10,35; 1 Chronicles 29:22; 1 Corinthians 1:21
It was God that chose Saul and sent him to Samuel so that Samuel could anoint him with oil and consecrate him into the King’s office (1 Samuel 9:15,16).

Even though a prophet like Samuel does the anointing with oil, the anointing is always ascribed to the Lord that engineered it in the first place (1 Samuel 15:17; 2 Samuel 12:7; 2 Kings 9:3,6,12; Psalm 89:20,38,51; Ezekiel 16:9). Those who are thus anointed are always referred to as the Lord’s anointed (1 Samuel 16:6; 24:6,10; 26:9,11,16,25; 2 Samuel 1:14,16; 19:21; 22:51; 23:1; 2 Chronicles 6:42; Psalm 2:2; 18:50; 20:6; 28:8; 43:7; 84:9; 132:10,17; Isaiah 45:1; Lamentation 4:20). The Lord chooses who He anoints (1 Kings 19:15,16; 1 Samuel 16:1-23; 9:16; 10:1).
People can decide to anoint a person to rule over them (2 Samuel 19:10; Judges 9:1-57; 2 Kings 11:12; 23:30; 1 Chronicles 11:3; 14:8). Even when this is the case, if it is properly done, the anointing ought to be unto the Lord (1 Chronicles 29:22).

God does not want us to harm his anointed whether physically or verbally (Psalm 105:15; 1 Chronicles 16:22). Cursing the Lord’s anointed invites heavy penalty (2 Samuel 19:21; 2 Kings 2:18-22).

Saul was indeed the Lord’s anointed (1 Samuel 12:3,5; 15:17; 24:6,10; 26:9,11,16,25; 2:10,35). Even today, it is still the Lord who chooses and anoints (1 Corinthians 1:21).
THE LUSTROUS ANOINTING

1 Samuel 10:1-8; 11:1-15; 9:16; 1 Kings 19:15-17; 2 Chronicles 22:7,8; Isaiah 61:1-3; 10:27; Numbers 3:3
Saul was anointed in style. Saul’s life changed forever – he became another man, experienced favour, guidance and prophetic manifestations (1 Samuel 10:1-8).
The anointing empowered and energized Saul for achievement and conquest. It was responsible for the unparalleled victory over Nahash the Ammonite (1 Samuel 11:1-15).

Every person that is anointed is empowered and given a mandate to execute (1 Samuel 9:16; 10:1,2; 1 Kings 19:15-17; 2 Chronicles 22:7,8; Isaiah 61:1-3; 10:27; Numbers 3:3).

Saul would have accomplished great things if he maintained the freshness and fullness of God’s anointing upon his life. However, he didn’t and eventually lost the anointing.

THE LOST ANOINTING

Leviticus 4:3; 1 Samuel 10:8; 13:8-15; 15:1-3,9,11-25,30,31; 14:18,19,35-44; 28:6-25; 1 Chronicles 10:13,14.
That an individual is anointed does not mean he cannot sin again if he is careless (Leviticus 4:3). There is no level of grace, power, authority, anointing and intimacy with God that we can reach where the possibility of sinning is zero. There is the need to constantly abide in the Lord, watch over our lives, be committed to living by the scriptures, make obedience the bedrock of our life and ministry.
David fell from grace, Solomon became increasingly foolish in his actions and Saul and Samson lost anointing all because of sin.

Saul lost the anointing and he never regained it back. His life deteriorated until he died a shameful death on Mount Gilboa (1 Samuel 31).

There were specific things that led to the loss of the anointing and we can benefit from knowing and examining them:

(1) Outright disobedience to God’s word and divine instructions (1 Samuel 10:8; 13:8-15; 15:1-3,11-25).
(2) Giving excuses and shifting blame instead of repenting and seeking God’s pardon and restoration (1 Samuel 13:11-13; 14:37-44; 15:9,15).

(3) Saul was more interested in keeping up appearances (1 Samuel 15:12,13,25,30,31).

(4) Complete absence of the devotional life. He had no time to fellowship with God (1 Samuel 14:18,19,35-37).

(5) He implemented fleshly tactics to preserve himself on the throne. He wanted to eliminate David who he considered a rival and an enemy (1 Samuel 20:27-42; 24:20-22; 26:25).

(6) Saul lost his gracious character. He became vindictive and murderous (1 Samuel 18:9,17; 23:1-13).
In the early stages of his reign as king, Saul was gracious and forgiving to his enemies (1 Samuel 10:27; 11:12,13). He was angry and abused Jonathan his son and his wife and almost killed him (1 Samuel 20:27-34). He persecuted David without cause (1 Samuel 18:8,9,17; 19:9-24; 23:19-29). He eliminated the priests of Nob (1 Samuel 22:18-23). He started manipulating the people for his selfish ends – they spied for him giving him information about David to secure his favour (1 Samuel 23:19-29; 26:1-3).

(7) Saul abandoned his divine calling and assignment. He pursued selfish interests and personal objectives (1 Samuel 9:16; 15:9; 23:19-29).

God called and anointed Saul for a purpose (1 Samuel 9:16). God sent him on an errand but Saul carried out his own agenda (1 Samuel 15:1-3,9). The Philistines were decimating Keilah but Saul was more concerned about his personal agenda of eliminating David (1 Samuel 23:1-13). Saul was busy pursuing a personal enemy while the Philistines were busy ravaging and decimating Israel (1 Samuel 23:26-28).

(8) Saul continued to manifest the anointing – albeit by the power of another spirit (1 Samuel 16:14-23; 19:9,10,21-24).

(9) Saul finally abandoned God and joined himself to Satan as he went to enquire of the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:6-25; 1 Chronicles 10:13,14).

