SARAH: THE RECKONING OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:11-12; Genesis 18:9-15; 21:1-3
Not many women are specifically mentioned among the heroes and heroines faith as recorded in Hebrews chapter eleven. However, Sarah is one of the few heroines of faith detailed in the chapter.
She faced a monstrous problem but her reckoning faith triumphed over seeming impossibility. God turned her cynical laughter into great rejoicing as Isaac (laughter) was born. God gave her a son in her old age.

One major characteristic of Sarah’s faith is its reckoning. Sarah’s faith reckoned God’s promise fulfilled and rested on the faithfulness of God to fulfil His promise. Sarah’s reckoning faith was not disappointed.
ROAD TO GRACIOUS FERTILITY

Hebrews 11:11; Romans 4:17-19; Genesis 18:9-15; Luke 1:37; Jeremiah 32:17,27; Numbers 11:23; 2 Kings 4:16,17; Genesis 21:1,2; 30:22; 1 Samuel 1:19.
“Through faith also Sarah herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age” (Hebrews 11:11).
Sarah’s womb was already dead at this time but faith brought rejuvenation (Romans 4:19). God quickened and strengthened the dead womb (Romans 4:17).

Sarah herself had at one time lost all hope of ever becoming a mother. She gave out a cynical laughter (Genesis 18:9-13). God’s messengers asked her a searching question: “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14,15). The Lord eventually proved that nothing is too hard for Him and nothing is impossible with Him (Luke 1:37; Jeremiah 32:17,27; Numbers 11:23; 2 Kings 4:16,17).

Sarah’s conception was not normal. It was a supernatural event. She received strength to conceive seed when her womb was already dead. Conceiving after menopause is not natural. However God can break into nature to effect His will for His own.

For those like Sarah, facing the mountain of barrenness and infertility, faith is the road to gracious fertility. As God remembered Rachel, Rebekah, Manoah’s wife, Elisabeth, Hannah, the Shunammite woman, He will remember you (Genesis 21:1,2; 30:22; 1 Samuel 1:19).

RECKONING OF GREAT FAITH

Hebrews 11:11,1; John 11:40; 20:29; Acts 27:25; Genesis 17:4-7,15,16; 2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10; Romans 6:11; 4:4,9,10.
“because she judged Him faithful who had promised” (Hebrews 11:11). Faith agrees with God and reckons it done even before the actual event and manifestation. Abraham and Sarah agreed with God to have their names changed from Abram and Sarai to Abraham and Sarah to reflect God’s plan and purpose for their lives. God called them a father of many nations and a mother of princes before they had an issue and they agreed (Genesis 17:4-7,15,16). This is the reckoning of faith.
When faith reckons it done, the manifestation follows. If you will believe, you will see the glory of God (John 11:40; 20:29). Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1). Faith reckons the promises of God fulfilled and the manifestation follows (Acts 27:25).

RESTING ON GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

Hebrews 11:11; 10:23; 18:8; Numbers 23:19; Malachi 3:6; Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25,28; 2 Corinthians 1:20; Joshua 21:45; 23:14; 1 Kings 8:56.
“because she judged Him faithful who had promised” (Hebrews 11:11). Reckoning faith rests on the faithfulness of God. God can never lie (Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18). He says what He means and He means what He says. He is not man to change and disappoint. When he speaks, He fulfils. His word never returns to Him void. It always accomplishes His pleasure (Numbers 23:19; Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8; Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25,28). The promises of God are yea and amen. Not one of God’s promises fail (2 Corinthians 1:20; Joshua 21:45; 23:14; 1 Kings 8:56).

God who has promised is faithful to fulfil His promise (Hebrews 10:23). Sarah’s faith rested on God’s faithfulness to fulfil His promise and visit her according to the time of life (Genesis 18:14; 21:1-3).

Reckoning and resting faith will never be disappointed.

REWARD OF GREAT FAITH

Hebrews 11:12,33-35; 6:12; Matthew 8:5-13; 15:22-28; Luke 7:1-10; Mark 10:46-52; 5:25-25; Acts 27:25.
Sarah believed God and her reckoning faith brought her the sought after blessings. The result was the birth of Isaac out of whom later came the nation of Israel and through whom the world has been blessed (Hebrews 11:12).

Reckoning faith is always rewarded and great faith receives great reward (Matthew 8:5-13; 15:22-28; Luke 7:1-10). Faith that reaches out is never denied (Mark 10:46-52). If we believe, it will always be as we have been told in the word (Acts 27:25).
