SAMUEL: THE CONFIDENCE OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:32
Samuel faced life and ministry with the confidence of faith. He served many years as a prophet and leader and was greatly successful because of his faith and faithfulness.

Faith is meant to be a permanent asset that is independent of our position. Faith that gets destroyed when a man is shorn of his position didn’t exist in the first place.

Samuel was rejected by Israel but he continued to make giant strides because of his faith. He achieved so much for the nation and his exploits of faith testify to this.

Rejection by society is not an excuse for failure. Faith will triumph over every kind of rejection (Psalm 27:10,13). Jephthah was rejected by his family but by faith he carved a niche for himself in the annals of history (Judges 11:1-15; 12:7). Isaac was hated and rejected by the community he lived in but by his faith he prospered despite their persecution (Genesis 26:18-28).
RECEIVED THROUGH PERSEVERING FAITH

1 Samuel 1:1-28; Genesis 17:15-21; 21:1-3; 25:20,21; 30:1,22-24; Romans 4:17-22; Hebrews 11:11; 6:12; James 1:5-8.
Samuel was born to Elkanah and Hannah after several years of a childless marriage (1 Samuel 1:1-28). Samuel was a miracle baby and his name means “asked of the Lord” (1 Samuel 1:27).

Hannah was at Shiloh every year to worship and to seek God’s face for her needed miracle. Years went by without any result. However she persevered in her faith until her breakthrough came and she received Samuel (1 Samuel 1:1-28).

There have been other children received through persevering faith – Isaac, Jacob and Joseph (Genesis 17:15-21; 21:1-3; 25:20,21; 30:1,22-24; Romans 4:17-22; Hebrews 11:11). Whatever promise we expect from God, we can also receive through faith (James 1:5-8; Hebrews 6:12; 11:11).
REASSURANCE OF PROPHETIC FAITH

1 Samuel 2:10-18; 3:1-21; 7:1-12; 10:8; Exodus 14:13,14; 2 Kings 3:15-21; 4:1-37; 5:1-20; 7:1-20; 13:14-25.
Samuel continued in Shiloh as an assistant to Eli, the High Priest. It was in this process that he was called by God into the prophetic office. He became a prophet of note (1 Samuel 2:10-18; 3:1-21).
When Israel lamented after the Lord because of their situation, Samuel assured them of victory and deliverance if they will abandon their idolatry and serve the Living God (1 Samuel 7:1-3).

Israel obeyed and Samuel ordered a national gathering at Mizpeh for prayer and fasting (1 Samuel 7:4-7).

The Philistines decided to strike when Israel was at worship. This created fear and dread in Israel as they were unarmed. They went to Mizpeh for worship and not for warfare (1 Samuel 7:7-12). Samuel’s prayer brought divine intervention and deliverance (1 Samuel 7:9-12).

Samuel told Saul that in any national emergency, Saul was to go to Gilgal and wait for him for seven days and he will come to tell him what to do (1 Samuel 10:8). It was the voice of reassurance. There is no need to panic. God is on the throne. He cares for His own. There is a divine solution for every emergency. To troubled Israel and to the newly anointed king, Samuel’s voice was one of reassurance. It was the reassurance and confidence of prophetic faith.

Moses told the Israelites that the Egyptians they saw that day will not be seen any longer (Exodus 14:13,14). It was the reassurance of prophetic faith. This was also manifest in the ministry of Elisha (2 Kings 3:15-21; 4:1-37; 5:1-20; 7:1-20; 13:14-25).

REJECTION AS PEOPLE’S FAVOURITE

1 Samuel 8:1-7; 9:1-27; 10:1-27; 11:10-15; 12:1-23; Psalm 27:10,13; Proverbs 24:10; Judges 11:1-40; 12:1-7
In time, Israel because of their carnality of wanting to be like the Joneses rejected Samuel’s leadership. They told him in clear terms that they wanted a king and not a priest-prophet as leader (1 Samuel 8:1-5).
Although Samuel was displeased at their request, he took their case to God. God told Samuel that Israel’s request was a rebirth of their former rebellion, they have rejected divine rule and opted for human rule (1 Samuel 8:1-7).

Despite repeated warnings, Israel insisted on having their way. God gave them the permissive will they wanted and Samuel was instrumental to bringing order to the chaos they created. He helped them to formulate a constitution, anoint and install the king (1 Samuel 9:1-27; 10:1-27; 11:10-15; 12:1-23).
It takes a man of faith to continue to operation flawlessly as Samuel despite the rejection. Most people would have been battered and broken by the rejection. Faith strengthens the heart in times of adversity (Psalm 27:13; Proverbs 24:10).

Jephthah was rejected but by faith he made his life to count (Judges 11:1-40; 12:1-7). Irrespective of human rejection and abandonment, divine acceptance is what counts the most (Psalm 27:10).

REMAINED PATROTIC AND FAITHFUL

1 Samuel 12:1-23; 16:1-13; 19:18-24; Romans 1:17; Habakkuk 2:4; Hebrews 10:38; Acts 13:36; Judges 11:1-15
Samuel chose and anointed the king for Israel. On the day of the inauguration, he gave his farewell speech in which he recounted his faithfulness during his term of office, indicted Israel for their rebellion, brought the nation to record, charged the new king with his responsibility and called the people to cooperation and service (1 Samuel 12:1-23).
Despite the rejection of his leadership, Samuel promised them his patriotism: “Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and right way” (1 Samuel 12:23).

Till the end of his life, he was faithful to God’s call upon his life. Faith works irrespective of the position we occupy. As a national leader, he prayed, worked and prophesied by faith. Now as a background prophet, he still did the same by faith.

We do not have to occupy a special position to maintain the confidence of faith and manifest bold, conquering faith. The just must live and walk by faith (Romans 1:17; Habakkuk 2:4; Hebrews 10:38).
Samuel used his remaining time to train others in the prophetic ministry and anoint and guide a new king (1 Samuel 16:1-13; 19:18-24).

