SAMSON: THE TRIUMPH OF REGAINED ANOINTING
Saul lost his anointing and it was never regained. That was a tragedy. Samson on the other hand lost his anointing but he later regained it. This is a triumph.

What were the circumstances that led Samson to loose his anointing? What path did he tread to regain back the anointing? What lessons are inherent for us who are still on the battlefield? Is it possible to maintain a fresh, full and forceful anointing like Elisha did until death or rapture?

Anointing is never a substitute for scriptural obedience. Anointing does not automatically translate to a godly walk. Walking in obedience is a deliberate decision and action that is independent of the anointing. The anointing does not insulate a person from sinning, otherwise Samson would not have fallen into immorality as many times as he did (Leviticus 4:3,4; Judges 16:1,4).

ROOTS OF THE ANOINTING AND EXPLOITS

Judges 13:3-5,25; 14:6,19; 15:14-20; 16:9,12,14; John 15:5; 2 Corinthians 1:21; Acts 10:38; 17:28,25;James 1:17; 1 John 2:20,27; Luke 11:!3.
There is no record of Samson being anointed with oil. Samson’s anointing was the anointing of the Holy Spirit. He was a special child who was already separated from his mother’s womb. He was consecrated a Nazarite as soon as he was born and the Holy Spirit began to operate in his life (Judges 13:3-5,25; 14:6,19; 15:14-20; 16:9,12,14).

Samson thought that the anointing was a personal possession that he could conjure up whenever he needed it. God was merciful to him but God’s patience with him finally ran out.

He shook himself like before but there was no manifestation. The anointing was because of the Holy Spirit’s presence. When He leaves, nothing remains – no power, no authority, no manifestation. This is exactly what happened to Samson (Judges 16:20,21). The Holy Spirit is the source and fountain of our anointing and power (John 15:5; 2 Corinthians 1:21; Acts 10:38; 17:28,25;James 1:17; 1 John 2:20,27; Luke 11:!3).

The root of Samson’s anointing and exploits is the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in his life. When the Holy Spirit left, Samson became like other powerless men.

REINFORCEMENT OF THE ANOINTING AND EXPERIENCE

Judges 13:25; 14:5,6; 15:13-19; 1 Samuel 11:1-15; 2 Chronicles 20:1-25; 2 Kings 3:13-15; Isaiah 52:1-3; 2 Timothy 1:6,7; 1 Timothy 4:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:19,20; Acts 4:31,33; Jude 20
The anointing can be depleted and its impact weakened. There is the necessity of constant renewal and reinforcement. We need to keep it fresh and full.

Samson knew how to stir up himself and put into motion the manifestation of the anointing (Judges 13:25; 14:5,6).

Just as the roaring lion and pursuing Philistines always stirred up Samson’s anointing, satanic challenges help to stir up the anointing (Judges 14:5,6; 15:13-19; 1 Samuel 11:1-15; 2 Chronicles 20:1-25). The need to do exploits helps to stir up the anointing (Judges 14:19; Isaiah 10:27; 61:1-3). There may be a special hymn or song that helps to stir up your anointing like Elisha (2 Kings 3:13-15).
When the anointing is waning and the manifestations are few and far between, we need to learn to stir up ourselves like Samson (Judges 16:20). Shake yourself from the dust and stir up yourself (Isaiah 52:1-3; 2 Timothy 1:6,7; 1 Timothy 4:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:19,20).

Dynamic fellowship with God, praying and fasting, feasting in the word, a walk of godly obedience will go a long way to help in keeping our anointing fresh and full (Acts 4:31,33).

We need to build up ourselves in our most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost (Jude 20).
REMOVAL OF THE ANOINTING AND EYES

Judges 14:1-20; 15:1-19; 16:1-21; Leviticus 4:3; 1 Samuel 10:8; 13:8-15; 15:1-3,9,11-25,30,31; 14:18,19,35-44; 28:6-25; 1 Chronicles 10:13,14.

Samson eventually lost his anointing, was captured by the enemy and his eyes were removed and he was kept in the enemy’s prison. There was a path that led to this and we need to learn so as not to fall foul of the same mistakes:

(1) He went into unequal yoke in marriage with an unbeliever despite divine sanction and parental counsel (Judges 141-20; 15:1-3).

(2) Samson defiled himself as a Nazarite by touching a dead lion (Judges 14:8,9).

(3) Samson operated out of anger and the spirit of revenge and retaliation (Judges 14:18-20; 15:1-8,11; 16:28).
(4) Samson’s focus was not divine assignment but personal interests (Judges 14:18-20; 15:1-8,11; 16:28).
God raised Samson up to deliver Israel from the oppression of the Philistines (Judges 13:5). Samson didn’t. All his days, Israel remained under the captivity of the Philistines (Judges 15:9-13). Rather than fight for the liberation of Israel, Samson used his anointing to serve himself. He used the anointing for self-defence against a lion (Judges 14:5,6), to kill in order to obtain resources to pay his debts (Judges 14:12,19), to catch foxes to revenge Philistine brutality against his wife and her family (Judges 15:1-5), to fight to escape captivity (Judges 15:14-17), to uproot the gates of Gaza for personal escape (Judges 16:1-3) and lastly to kill the Philistines as a revenge for his eyes (Judges 16:28).
(5) Samson knowingly and repeatedly went into immorality (Judges 16:1-4).
(6) Samson had infatuation, affection and love for strange women (Judges 14:1-20; 16:1-20).

(7) Samson played with divine secrets and began to tell lies (Judges 16:1-20).
(8) Samson handled the anointing as a toy and not as a tool
Toys are for entertainment, tools are for exploits. Samson saw the anointing as a toy to bring him personal fulfillment and security and not as a tool to free God’s people from their oppression. In time Samson grieved the Holy Spirit and He left (Judges 16:19-21; Ephesians 4:30).

RENEWAL OF THE ANOINTING AND EXPLOITS

Judges 16:21-31; Isaiah 40:28-31; Acts 4:31,33; Psalm 84:7-12; 42:1,2; Mark 1:35; 2 Chronicles 16:9; 7:15-18.
Now in captivity and under hard labour, Samson began to retrace his steps back home. Samson repented and sought the Lord. Although his motive and his focus were still not totally as God wanted, God had mercy on him (Judges 16:21-31).
Samson’s anointing was renewed and his last exploit was greater than his former exploits (Judges 16:21-31). In one single act, Samson eliminated the cream of Philistine leadership since the lords of the Philistines were in the amphitheatre (Judges 16:27).

Knowing God will cause us to do exploits (Daniel 11:32). Waiting upon the Lord will make us to renew our strength and anointing (Isaiah 40:28-31; Acts 4:31,33; Psalm 84:7-12; 42:1,2; Mark 1:35). Godly obedience and walk will make our anointing to be fresh, full and forceful (2 Chronicles 16:9; 7:15-18).
