RUNNING THROUGH A TROOP

Psalm 18:29

“For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall” (Psalm 18:29).

The Hebrew word used for “troop” in this passage is the word “Gedud” which strikes a military key-note. A “gedud” is defined as a marauding band of light-armed troops sent out to plunder an enemy’s country. This same word is used three times in 1 Samuel 30 to describe the band of Amalekites that invaded and plundered Ziklag and burnt it with fire. “Gedud” is translated troop (1 Samuel 30:8) and twice as company (1 Samuel 30:15).

David “ran through” such a “troop” when he pursued and defeated these Amalekites who had plundered and burnt Ziklag with fire (1 Samuel 30:17).

Running through a troop looks a difficult venture yet the Psalmist accomplished it with ease because God empowered him. This can essentially be likened to a mighty breakthrough – breaking through enemy barriers, breaking through enemy opposition, hewing and cutting our way at a run through a host of difficulties. It is essentially a spiritual metaphor for breakthrough.

SCRIPTURAL EXAMPLES OF BREAKTHROUGH

Psalm 18:29; Deuteronomy 32:30; Joshua 23:10; Isaiah 30:17; Leviticus 26:7,8; 2 Samuel 23:8-23; 1 Chronicles 11:11-25; 1 Samuel 14:1-23; Judges 15:15,16.

There are scriptural examples of such mighty breakthroughs – running through a troop. A man that runs through a troop will chase a thousand and two men running through a troop will put ten thousand to flight (Deuteronomy 32:30; Joshua 23:10; Isaiah 30:17; Leviticus 26:7,8).

Samson ran through a troop and with the jaw bone of an ass killed a thousand – heaps upon heaps (Judges 15:15,16).

Adino ran through a troop and killed 800 with his spear (2 Samuel 23:8). Other mighty men of David that had mighty breakthroughs included Eleazar the son of Dodo (2 Samuel 23:9,10), Shammah who defeated a troop of Philistines (2 Samuel 23:11,12) and the three mighty men of David who broke through enemy troop to get water for David to drink from the well of Bethlehem (2 Samuel 23:13-17), Abishai who slew 300 (2 Samuel 23:18,19) and Benaiah who slew two lion-like men and an actual lion (2 Samuel 23:20-23).

Jonathan and his armour bearer ran through a troop of the Philistines and won the victory (1 Samuel 14:1-23).

STRATEGIC EMPOWERMENT FOR BREAKTHROUGH

Psalm 18:29; 108:12,13; 60:11,12; 2 Chronicles 20:15; 32:8; 1 Samuel 17:47; Jeremiah 51:20; John 15:5; Zechariah 4:6

Although the writer was a valiant warrior, skilled in handling weapons of war, yet he ascribes and attributes the victory to God. He claims nothing for himself. Indeed without Him we can do nothing (John 15:5). It is not by military might nor by political power nor by wise strategy that we are able to run through a troop, it is by God (Zechariah 4:6).

We need to learn how to dedicate the trophies of our conflicts, the crowns won in spiritual battles, the laurels obtained in the fight of faith to God because He is responsible for all. THROUGH GOD we shall triumph valiantly (Psalm 108:12,13; 60:11,12). The arms of flesh will fail us. Only God is our hope of victory. The glory and the strength goes to Him. He is the God of battles who has never known defeat.

With God on our side strengthening us, empowering us, equipping us, enabling us, anointing us, defeat is impossible. We will always run through troops successfully.

All the heroes of faith who ran through troops, subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, turned to flight the armies of the aliens did what they did because God backed them up. The battle was really the Lord’s and they were only God’s battle axes used to crush the enemy (2 Chronicles 20:15; 32:8; 1 Samuel 17:47; Jeremiah 51:20).

Are you intending to run through a troop? God has promised to help you (Isaiah 41:14-16; Hebrews 13:5,6).

SATISFYING ENJOYMENT OF BREAKTHROUGH

Psalm 18:29; 126:1-3; Acts 8:5-8,39; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; 11:15; Isaiah 61:10; Luke 1:46-55; Judges 5:1-3,12,13; Exodus 15:1,21.

The Psalmist was actually recounting the exploits of the past. He was savouring the taste of victory that God had granted him. He was rejoicing in the faithfulness of the Lord.

Breakthroughs always bring forth joy, satisfying joy. We bask in the sunlight of victory, we relax in the surrounding peace following the quenching of the heat of battle.

Breakthrough in childbearing brings satisfying enjoyment to women like Hannah, Elisabeth, Sarah, Rachel and makes them to make bold declarations.

