RUNNING THE CHRISTIAN RACE
Hebrews 12:1
Running the Christian race is a universal concern of all believers no matter their level of grace or anointing. The same rule applies to the newly converted as well as the seasoned apostle. The apostle includes himself in the writing as he uses the words “we” and “us”.

Our hall of fame is filled with the heroes of faith, the great cloud of witnesses that are challenging us that we can do our best by faith. They beckon us to learn from their costly mistakes and their challenging methods, from their occasional cowardice and their ongoing courage, from their unfortunate wobbles in fear and their undaunted walk of faith.
If they made good without examples to follow, we can excel with their challenging and provoking examples.

PROVOKING EXAMPLES OF FAITH

Hebrews 12:1; 6:12; 10:24; Romans 11:14; 10:19; Philippians 3:16,17; 4:9; Isaiah 51:1,2; 1 Peter 2:21; 5:3.
We are meant to provoke one another unto good works (Hebrews 10:24; Romans 11:14). The examples of the heroes of faith provoke us in that direction. They challenge us to rise from the ashes of defeat and climb the ladder to victory. They beckon us to break through the cloud and fog of doubt into the glorious sunshine of triumphant faith. They beckon us to come up higher, to leave pecking around the ground with hens and start soaring in the heavenlies with the eagles.
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses ” (Hebrews 12:1).

The Christian life is compared with competing in the Olympic games. The athletes are on the track and field. The spectators are in the gallery watching (1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 2 Timothy 2:5).

The heroes of faith have already run their own races. They have finished their courses. They are resting and watching from the gallery those of us still running the race and competing in the games. They are edging us on, encouraging us, cheering us on, telling us not to give up, putting before us their own examples of running the race by faith.
The great cloud of witnesses serve as provoking examples of faith for us. If they triumphed, so can we. If they pleased God by faith, so can we. If they obtained promises by faith, so can we. If they put to flight the armies of the aliens, so can we.

Think about their roll call – Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Rahab, Barak, Jephthah, Samson, Gideon, David, Samuel, the prophets, etc. They manifested faith in a variety of ways. They overcame many obstacles and weaknesses to enjoy the victory of faith. We are compassed about with them. They surround us and their lives and faith beckon us to focus on the higher goal of triumphing by faith.

PRACTICAL EXPECTATION OF THE FATHER

Hebrews 12:1; Ephesians 5:11; Romans 16:17,18; Titus 3:9; 2 Timothy 2:23; Galatians 6:17; Matthew 5:30; Mark 9:43-45
“Let us LAY ASIDE EVERY weight, and the sin which doth SO EASILY beset us” (Hebrews 12:1).

As the Old Testament faith worthies, the heroes of faith, the great cloud of witnesses cheer us in our walk of faith, dead weights can hinder us. Excessive baggage will slow us down, weigh us down and prevent us from reaching the finishing line. For this reason we are admonished to lay aside EVERY weight.
God will not do that for us. We are the ones to willingly and deliberately lay aside the weights. We are to lay aside EVERY weight not just some weights.

We are also to lay aside EVERY sin that doth SO EASILY beset us – the sin that we were addicted to before conversion, the pet and bosom sins that we “lovingly and knowingly” indulged in, gave excuses for, militantly defended, labeled as “my weakness” or “peculiar problem”.

We are not to philosophize about the sins, we are to PRACTICALLY lay them aside. This is God’s expectation of every believer. Cut off the offending right arm (Matthew 5:30; Mark 9:43-45).

PATIENT ENDEAVOUR OF FAITH

Hebrews 12:1; 6:12,15; 10:36; James 5:7-11; 1:3,4; 2 Corinthians 6:4; 12:12; Romans 5:3,4; Luke 8:15; 2 Thessalonians 3:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:14
“And let us run with patience the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).

The hundred metres sprint can be run in a hurry but the marathon requires patience. The Christian life is not a sprint but a marathon and the running of it demands patience. We have need of patience (Hebrews 10:36).

We are all athletes competing in a race but our events are different. In general we are called to run the Christian race, in particular we are to make our specific calling and election sure. The evangelist cannot run like the pastor. The different callings require different skills and different approaches.

(1) We are not called to run just any race. There is a specific race that is set before us.

(2) We are not called to run that race that is set before our neighbour or the other believer but the race set before us particularly.

(3) We need to run with patience if we ever hope to get to the finishing line in this race of faith (Hebrews 6:12).
(4) Running demands and requires personal effort. God can endow us with strength but we need to get out and run the race.

(5) We need to run according to the rules if we are not to be disqualified (2 Timothy 2:5).

Running the Christian race is a venture of faith – the trophies are invisible heavenly crowns (2 Timothy 4:7,8; 1 Peter 5:4; James 1:12; Revelation 2:10; 3:11). It is a patient endeavour of faith.
