RESTORATION TO DYNAMIC FAITH
Luke 22:31,32; Matthew 14:28-32

We start the christian life with passion, excitement and purpose. We live and walk by faith and do exploits for the Lord.

However there comes a time when we seem tired and dull, nothing seems to be working, the christian walk becomes a burden, exploits are few, insight into the scriptures little, the desire for the things of God very low and the vision of eternity very dim.

These are manifestations of failing faith. They are indications that satanic sifting is in operation. It takes divine sensitivity and discernment to spot such like Jesus did (Luke 22:31,32).

We can recover from failing faith and bounce back to life with dynamic faith. The weak, dying and unproductive faith is replaced with a strong, vibrant and productive faith. Life shifts into a new gear.

REALITY OF FAILING FAITH

Luke 22:31,32; Matthew 14:28-32; Genesis 16:1-7; 25:22,23,29-34; 27:1-41; Galatians 1:6-12; 3:1-11; 4:9-11.
“But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22:32).
The above text presents us with the vivid picture of the reality of failing faith. Jesus prayed for Peter so that Peter’s faith will not fail.

There are examples of failing faith in the Bible – Peter began to sink when his faith failed on the water (Matthew 14:28-32). Abraham put Hagar in the family way when his faith failed in waiting for the promised son (Genesis 16:1-7). Jacob used tricks to get the blessing from Esau when he couldn’t trust God to fulfil His promise (Genesis  25:22,23,29-34; 27:1-41).

RESULTS OF FAILING FAITH

Genesis 25:22,23,29-34; 27:1-41;  Galatians 1:6-12; 3:1-11; 4:9-11; 5:1; Matthew 14:28-32; 26:51,69-75;  
Judges 16:20,21.

There are many evidences of failing faith or rather indicators that point to the reality of failing faith:

(1) Inability to live and walk by faith

The believer is meant to live and walk by faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38; 2 Corinthians 5:7). When faith has failed, we gravitate to living in the flesh. We find it hard to trust God for daily supplies. We begin to plan carnally and depend upon man. When the faith of the Galatians failed, this was the result (Galatians 1:6-12; 3:1-11; 4:9-11).

(2) Gravitation towards complexity and bondage

Faith enables us to live life with simplicity and in freedom. When faith fails, life gravitates towards complexity and bondage. There will be a lot of scheming to make things happen, a lot of crookedness to get things moving. Although God has promised us blessing, we will scheme like Jacob to obtain it rather than wait for God to bestow it (Genesis 25:22,23,29-34; 27:1-41; Galatians 4:9,10; 5:1).

(3) The process of sinking begins
Peter walked on water to go Jesus (Matthew 14:28-32). However, when his faith failed, he began to sink. This is one of the results of failing faith. We begin to sink in every department of our life – power is depleting, anointing is evaporating, grace is reducing, patience is vanishing, exploits are few and far between, outreaches are diminishing, progress and achievement become history. Are you sinking?

(4) Victory is lost and destruction follows

The ultimate end of failing faith is lost victory. Backsliding and denial of the Lord becomes a reality. Fear of the unknown sets in and takes over our life (Matthew 26:51,69-75). When Samson’s faith failed, the enemy took over his life (Judges 16:20,21).

RECOVERY FROM FAILING FAITH

Luke 22:31,32; Matthew 14:28-32; 26:51,69-75; John 21:1-17; Judges 16:28-31; Revelation 2:4,5; Romans 10:17; Isaiah 40:28-31; 60:1; 52:1; 2 Timothy 2:25,26; 1 Peter 1:5-10.
Peter recovered from failing faith many times. As he was sinking on the water, he cried to the Lord for help and the Lord caught him. From that place, Peter walked back to the ship unassisted. He recovered his faith (Matthew 14:28-32). Peter out of discouragement as a result of failing faith went afishing. Later he was restored back to dynamic service and given a new commission (John 21:1-17).
Christ prayed for Peter that his faith will not fail (Luke 22:31,32). Although Peter denied the Lord, he wept bitterly to recover his failing faith (Matthew 26:51,69-75).

Samson came back from his backsliding to finish his ministry in a great note and at pole position. His faith revived, his anointing came back and he killed more at his death than during his life (Judges 16:28-31).

We can recover from failing faith if we will follow the principles of the scripture:

(1) Go back to the basic disciplines of the christian life

We must repent and do the FIRST works (Revelation 2:4,5). Peter repented, wept bitterly and went back to his first love (Matthew 26:69-75). Samson repented and consecrated himself afresh to the Lord ().

When we repent, we go back to the basic disciplines of the christian life that enhance dynamic faith.

(2) Restoration of the Bible reading and study habit

Faith comes by hearing God’s word (Romans 10:17). Soaking in the word produces dynamic faith. Neglect of the word will weaken our spirit and faith. We need to spend time in the word and with the word.

(3) Praying and waiting upon the Lord

We can receive power to mount up with wings as the eagle as we get renewed by waiting upon the Lord (Isaiah 40:28-31). Satanic sifting that resulted in failing faith came as a result of prayerlessness. Now we can rekindle the fire of prayer (Luke 22:31,32).

(4) Recovery from Satan’s condemnation and grip

Falling is easy. Rising up again is not so easy. The Devil can use guilt and condemnation to keep a fallen saint down. Recover yourself from the grip of Satan. Even if your faith has failed, the Lord is ready to renew that faith. Arise and shine! Put on your strength! (2 Timothy 2:25,26; Isaiah 60:1; 52:1).

(5) Strengthen your faith by addition

Add to your faith virtue (1 Peter 1:5-10). This helps to support and strengthen faith. It is like putting more logs in the fire. Listen to faith-inspiring messages. Put your faith to action. Grow your faith by feeding on the word. Strengthen your faith through use.
