RESTORATION TO DIVINE FAVOUR

2 Kings 18:4-10; 23:3-25

During the reigns of Hezekiah and Josiah, kings of Judah, God’s people enjoyed divine favour and blessings that they have previously lost.

Here in this study we examine the steps that led to the restoration of divine favour and blessings and see how we can profit from the same.

Even if we are today bereft of divine blessings, there is a path that leads to the restoration of such if we are willing to tread it. Willingness and obedience will lead to enjoyment of blessings (Isaiah 1:19).

REMOVAL OF THE HIGH PLACES

2 Kings 18:4-6; 23:5-8; Numbers 33:52; Judges 6:25-32; Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6; Jeremiah 1:10; Matthew 15:13.

High places are places of satanic worship and spiritual wickedness (2 Kings 12:3; 17:9-18; 1 Kings 22:43; Leviticus 26:30-33; 1 Kings 11:7-11).

The pathway to divine favour and blessings starts with the removal of these high places of satanic worship and idolatry (2 Kings 18:4-6; 23:5-8; Numbers 33:52; Judges 6:25-32; Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6). We root out every plant that God has not planted and pull down every satanic edifice (Jeremiah 1:10; Matthew 15:13).

REJECTION OF HYPOCRITICAL PRIESTS

2 Kings 23:5,8,9,20; 1 Kings 18:40; 1 Samuel 28:9; Deuteronomy 13:1-3; Jeremiah 28:10-17; 2 John 10,11; Matthew 7:15.

It is not just sufficient to remove the high places, there is the necessity of dealing with the priests that promote idolatry and encourage the people in doing the same.

Josiah “put down the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven” (2 Kings 23:5).

Josiah removed such idolatrous priests from enjoying the privilege of serving in God’s house (2 Kings 23:8,9) and even eliminated a lot of them (2 Kings 23:20).

It is not enough to stop the worship of Baal, like Elijah we need to silence the priests of Baal (1 Kings 18).

We cannot be supporting hypocritical priests and backslidden pastors and expect the blessings of God to flow into our lives (2 John 10,11).

RENUNCIATION OF HEATHEN PRACTICES

2 Kings 23:7,24; Romans 6:1,2,21; 2 Corinthians 4:2; 6:14-18; Ephesians 4:17,25-32; 5:3-12; 1 Corinthians 10:20

Josiah the king also “brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the Lord, where the women wove hangings for the grove” (2 Kings 23:7).

Prostitution, homosexuality and idolatry are always closely linked as is revealed in the above passage.

Josiah also stamped out witchcraftcy and its associated evils (2 Kings 23:24). Renunciation of heathen practices is the pathway to divine blessings. We cannot continue in sin and expect the grace of God to continue (Romans 6:1,2). We must renounce the hidden works of dishonesty (2 Corinthians 4:2; Ephesians 4:25-32; 5:3-12). We must break away from heathen thinking and walking (Ephesians 4:17-20).

REESTABLISHMENT OF HOLY PURSUIT

2 Kings 18:5,6; 23:21-23,25; Isaiah 58:12; Proverbs 14:34; 1 Kings 18:39,41,45; Proverbs 21:21; Luke 12:31; Matthew 6:33.

If we return unto the Lord, He will also return unto us (Malachi 3:7). The path of divine blessings is to reestablish the true worship of God in the nation. When the people bow down and cry “The Lord, He is the God; the Lord, He is the God” (1 Kings 18:39), the rain of blessing will be on its way (1 Kings 18:41,45).

Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, clave to the Lord and kept God’s word (2 Kings 18:5,6). Josiah made a covenant to walk in the footsteps of the Lord (2 Kings 23:3), he kept the passover and loved God with all his soul (2 Kings 23:21-23,25).

They restored the paths to dwell in, they repaired the breach and brought back (into the nation) righteousness which always exalts (Isaiah 58:12; Proverbs 14:34).

Reestablishment of holy pursuit is the pathway to divine blessings (Matthew 6:33).

RESTORATION OF HEAVEN’S PROSPERITY

2 Kings 18:7-10; 2 Chronicles 7:13-15; 26:5; 3John 2; Joel 2:25,26; Haggai 2:17-19; Psalm 85:6; Ezekiel 36:34-36.

“And the Lord was with him; and he PROSPERED whithersoever he went forth” (2 Kings 18:7). As long as we seek the Lord, He will make us to prosper (2 Chronicles 26:5).

When we repent and do what we ought to do, there will be the restoration of heaven’s favour and prosperity in our lives (2 Chronicles 7:13-15; 3John 2).

