RESIST THE DEVIL

James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9

There is nothing desirable in the devil. We do not confront the devil on a playing field but on the battleground. The devil plays no game. He fights with the intent of destroying.

God has told us the final word on confronting the devil: resist the devil! This is the only treatment worthy of the devil.

Christ came to resist the devil and to destroy the works of the devil wherever He found it (1 John 3:8). He has commissioned us to carry on this legacy (Mark 16:15-20). We need to make up our minds and to make it our duty to resist the devil every time and everywhere.

SUBMISSIVE RESPONSE TO THE FATHER

James 4:7-10; 1 Peter 5:5-8; Acts 19:13-17; 17:30; 2:38,39; Mark 1:15; John 8:29,47; 1 Peter 1:14-17

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).

Before we can be in a position to effectively resist the devil, we must be submitted to the authority of God doing His bidding. The sons of Sceva who are not under God’s authority and yet wanting to resist the devil suffered terribly for their error (Acts 19:13-17).

A sinner cannot be subject to God for he is under the authority and control of the devil (John 8:44; Romans 8:7,8). The first thing is that the person must be born again (Acts 17:30; 2:38,39; Mark 1:15). James 4:8-10 details how to submit to God. When we submit to God, we will accept His verdict and judgement as final. His word will be our rule of faith and the standard with which to judge our behaviour (John 8:29,47).

If He calls us sinners, we don’t get angry. We just do what He requests: we cleanse our hands. We don’t get offended if He calls us double-minded, we just go ahead and purify our hearts. This is the way to submit to God (James 4:8; Psalm 24:3,4; 18:20,24; 26:6; 15:1-5; 51:10). When He wants us to humble ourselves and mourn for our wrong doing, we do so without making excuses. We acknowledge our transgression and repent (James 4:9,10; Genesis 3:1-14; Psalm 32:1-5). This is the way to divine exaltation and presence in our lives that can guarantee victory over the devil (James 4:10,8). There is the promise of divine exaltation when we humble ourselves before God (1 Peter 5:1-6; James 4:10).

SAINT’S READINESS TO FIGHT

James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9; Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 1 Corinthians 9:26; 2 Chronicles 32:1-8; 2 Samuel 5:17-24

 “Resist the devil” (James 4:7) and “Whom resist steadfast in faith” (1 Peter 5:9) is God’s mandate to us. This is not an advice or an opinion but a command. God has made us to be soldiers of Christ who are expected to be ready to do battle with the enemy (2 Timothy 2:2).

“Fight the good fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12) is the apostolic challenge to saints. This is not a Pauline suggestion that we may heed or decide to ignore depending on how we feel. This is a divine injunction that we can only neglect to our own peril.

There is a wrestling match awaiting us. We have no option but to wrestle against principalities and powers and the rulers of the darkness of this world as well as spiritual wickedness in high places (Ephesians 6:12). There are satanic strongholds to confront. We need to take our weapons of warfare and go out to confront the enemy host (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). We are not shadow boxing. We have a real enemy and therefore cannot afford to beat or box the air (1 Corinthians 9:26).

Whether we like to fight or not is not the issue. We are not on the playing field but on a battleground: we wrestle! The enemy will fight. Therefore we must always be at alert and be ready to fight (Ephesians 6:10-17; 1 Timothy 6:12).

STEADFAST RESISTANCE IN FAITH

James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9; 1 John 5:4; Ephesians 6:16; Hebrews 11:32-34; Revelation 12:11; Romans 16:20; Genesis 3:15.

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. RESIST THE DEVIl, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: WHOM RESIST STEADFAST IN THE FAITH” (1 Peter 5:8,9).

Satan is very aggressive and persistent. The only thing he understands is resistance. God does not expect us to yield ground to the devil. Satan is a usurper who always wants to possess that which does not belong to him. We are to RESIST him. We are to do it STEADFASTLY. Our resistance of the devil must be constant, continual and consistent. We resist him every inch of the way.

We resist Satan steadfast in the FAITH. It is only faith that can win the victory over Satan. Ours is a victorious faith. With the shield of faith we will quench every fiery dart of the devil (1 John 5:4; Ephesians 6:16). With our confession of faith, we can hurl stones at the devil and bruise his head (Revelation 12:11; Romans 16:20; Genesis 3:15).

SATAN’S RETREAT AND FLIGHT

James 4:7; Deuteronomy 28:7; 1 Samuel 17:45-51; 7:6-12; 11:5-12; Judges 15:14-16; 16:23,24; 7:22-25; 5:15-24; Hebrews 11:32-34.

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, AND HE WILL FLEE FROM YOU” (James 4:7).

The devil likes to work secretly undetected and therefore unhindered. When we resist him steadfast in the faith, his activities are exposed, his agents are expelled and he parks up shop and goes home.

God has guaranteed us that when we stay submissive to him, resist the devil, the only possible outcome is Satan’s retreat and flight. He will flee from us.

We will always put the enemy to flight (Deuteronomy 28:7; 1 Samuel 17:45-51; 7:6-12; 11:5-12; Judges 15:14-16; 16:23,24; 7:22-25; 5:15-24; Hebrews 11:32-34).

