RELEASE FROM GENERATIONAL CURSES

The word “generation” is significant in understanding this subject. How long is a generation? There are many views but the best possible answer is provided by considering Matthew 1:17: “So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations”.

The 42 generations (14+14+14) represent 2160 years. A basic division gives approximately 51.4 years. Hence we can conclude that a generation spans about 50 years. Hence three generations will be about 150 years and four generations will be about 200 years.

ROOTS OF GENERATIONAL CURSES

Proverbs 26:2; 2 Samuel 3:26-29; Amos 7:10-17; Proverbs 24:24; 17:15; 11:26; 28:27; Deuteronomy 23:2-8; 27:15-26; 5:9; Exodus 20:3-5; Genesis 12:3.

A curse causeless shall not come is the emphatic declaration of the scriptures (Proverbs 26:2). Every curse has a root and generational curses are no exceptions. The roots of generational curses include:

(1) Idolatry and occultism (Exodus 20:3-5; 34:7; Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9; 27:15; Psalm 16:4)

The iniquity of the father for worshipping idols is to be visited on the offspring to the third (150 years) and the fourth (200 years) generation.

(2) Lack of compassion and mercy for the needy (Deuteronomy 23:3,4,6; Proverbs 11:26; 28:27)

Note that the number 10 is the number of indefiniteness and complete exclusion. See the last phrase “for ever” in Deuteronomy 23:3 and compare this with Nehemiah 13:1-3. Their callousness brought an eternal curse upon them.

(3) Touching and cursing the Lord’s people and the Lord’s anointed (Deuteronomy 23:3,4,6; Genesis 12:3; 27:29; Psalm 105:13-15)

To touch the Lord’s people was bad enough, to hire Balaam to curse them was to invoke a divine curse upon themselves (Genesis 12:3).

(4) Maltreatment and oppression of the weak and the defenceless (Exodus 17:8,14,16; Deuteronomy 25:17-19; 27:17,18)

Amalek attacked the weak and faint people at the rear (hindmost part) of the camp to plunder and take a spoil. To maltreat and oppress the weak and the seemingly defenceless is to be cursed.

(5) Wickedness and cold-blooded murder (2 Samuel 3:26-29; 12:9-12; Deuteronomy 27:24,25)

Joab’s cruelty, wickedness and cold-blooded murder of Abner brought a seven-fold curse on many generations: (a) curse on Joab himself; (b) curse on his father’s house; and in the succeeding generations, there will be at least one person that has (c) hemorrhage; (d) leprosy; (e) paralysis; (f) suffers death by the sword; (g) abject poverty.

(6) Persecution of God’s servants (Amos 7:10-17; 1 Kings 22:28)

Amaziah’s wife, children and inheritance were cursed because of his staunch persecution of Amos, God’s prophet sent to rebuke their backsliding. Micaiah’s word to Ahab is both a prophecy and a curse (1 Kings 22:28).

(7) Perversion of justice and siding of the wicked (Proverbs 24:24; 17:15; cf. Proverbs 16:5; 11:21; 1 Kings 8:32; Deuteronomy 25:1; 27:19)

To pervert justice and to call the wicked righteous is to invite a curse on one’s life. To justify the wicked and yet condemn the just is to be cursed by the people.

(8) Birth circumstances that are contrary to divine order (Deuteronomy 23:2,3; 27:20-23; Zechariah 9:6; Judges 11:1-7)

A bastard was never to enter into the congregation of the Lord to the tenth generation (essentially for ever cf. Deuteronomy 23:3,4; with Nehemiah 13:1-3).

The Hebrew word translated “bastard” in Deuteronomy 23:2 and Zechariah 9:6 signifies those born out of wedlock; illegitimate children begotten by adultery, rape or incest, children born of harlots, etc.

Procreation among human beings is to be through marriage in divine order and any other process that leads to this is cursed and the fruit of such an unholy union will also be cursed and suffer the consequences of it (cf. Deuteronomy 27:20-23; Genesis 19:30-38).

RUIN THROUGH GENERATIONAL CURSES

2 Samuel 3:26-29; 12:9-14; Deuteronomy 27:15; Psalm 16:4; Exodus 20:3-5; 17:8,14,16; Amos 7:10-17; Proverbs 24:24; 17:15.

When a curse works its way into a family, generation after generation will experience frustration, defeat, multiplied sorrows, death, etc. The curse will affect every area or a specific area of the lives of successive generations.

Consider the debilitating and decimating seven-fold curse that was to visit Joab’s family (2 Samuel 3:26-29). Consider the multi-faceted curse on David because he killed Uriah and took his wife (2 Samuel 12:9-14). Consider the multiplied sorrows that will dog the steps of idol worshippers (Deuteronomy 27:15; Psalm 16:4; Exodus 20:3-5).

To show a practical scriptural example of how ruin can come through generational curses, take the example of the Amalekites whom God swore to “have war with Amalek from generation to generation” until He has “put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven” (Exodus 17:16,14).

This war was carried on by: (1) Ehud (Judges 3:13-15); (2) Barak (Judges 5:14); (3) Gideon (Judges 6:3); (4) Saul (1 Samuel 15);  (5) David (1 Samuel 27:8; 30:1-7; 2 Samuel 8:12); (6) Completed by Simeonites in the days of Hezekiah (1 Chronicles 4:42,43).

ROUTE TO GOD’S CURE

Ezekiel 33:8-11,14-16; 2 Samuel 21:1-14; 3:26-29; Judges 17:1-4; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Isaiah 43:26-28; 10:27; 61:1-4; Job 22:28; 42:10.

It is certain that individuals can be free from generational curses. The iniquity of the father was to be visited upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of THEM THAT HATE ME (Exodus 20:4). This phrase indicates that any of the same family who might choose to LOVE GOD would be blessed of Him  (Exodus 20:5).

Though the Moabites were forbidden entrance into the Lord’s congregation for ever (Deuteronomy 23:3,4), it is significant that Ruth the Moabitess entered into the congregation and even became part of the lineage of the Messiah. What a miracle! (Ruth 1:4,16-18,22; 2:2; 4:13,17; Matthew 1:5).

A bastard was never to enter the congregation of the Lord (Deuteronomy 23:2) but Jephthah did (Judges 11:1-7). 

(1) Repentance and forsaking of every sin and most especially the ones that brought the generational curses (Ezekiel 33:8-11,14-16)

(2) Dissociation from the root cause(s) of the generational curse(s) and separation from the activities and people that are responsible for the curses (2 Samuel 3:26-29; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18)

Ruth and Rahab came out from among their people of Moab and Jericho respectively and swore allegiance to the God of Heaven and God received them and blessed them (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). Jephthah decided to fight in the battles of God’s people (Judges 11:1-7).

(3) Appropriate restitution in some cases (2 Samuel 21:1-14; Judges 17:1-4; Ezekiel 33:14-16) 

(4) Personal, aggressive prayer to break the yoke and turn the captivity (Isaiah 43:26-28; Job 22:28; 42:10; Psalm 126:1-4; 118:17; Joel 2:12-17; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Isaiah 8:10; 10:27)

(5) Pastoral reversal of every generational curse (Deuteronomy 33:6,7; 2 Kings 2:18-24; John 20:22,23; Matthew 18:18,19; 16:19; Isaiah 10:27; 61:1-4)
