RECOGNIZING AND REMOVING CURSES

2 Samuel 12:9-13

The life of David can furnish us with lessons and how to guide our spiritual affairs with wisdom. In the text under consideration, we see how some curses came on the life of David and how they came to fulfilment in the unfolding events of biblical history.

There are people who are going through turbulence in their lives. No matter what they do to alleviate their suffering, sometimes things seem to be getting worse. Such people may be under a curse or some curses and may be ignorant of it.

Unless we are able to understand the mind of God concerning curses, recognize their symptoms, discern their ravaging effects, etc. we will waste away in captivity and under a heavy yoke (Isaiah 5:13; Hosea 4:6). The enemy of our souls will just take advantage of our ignorance and administer havoc (2 Corinthians 2:11).

It is impossible to solve a problem we don’t even know exists. The pathway to getting rid of curses is understanding what curses are and how they affect our lives. How do they come? Who places them on people? What is the remedy?

In a general sense, every sinner is cursed because every sinner at one time or the other has broken the Law of God (Deuteronomy 28:15-68; 27:15-23). However, more specifically some people are cursed because of their continual rebellion and involvement in things that God arbours. 

CAUSES OF THE CURSES

Proverbs 26:2; 2 Samuel 12:9-13; 3:26-29; Deuteronomy 27:20-26; 28:15-68; Genesis 4:9-15,23,24; 

Every curse has a cause just as there is no smoke without fire (Proverbs 26:2). The two main reasons why David was cursed were murder and adultery (2 Samuel 12:9-13). The curses were very clear and specific:

(1) The sword shall never depart from David’s house (2 Samuel 12:10)

The sword never departed from David’s house. He experienced wars all his days (2 Samuel 15:1-18:33; 20:13-26; 21:15-22). Absalom drove David his father from the throne (2 Samuel 15:1-18:33). Adonijah revolted against him as well (1 Kings 1:5-9). Absalom killed Amnon (2 Samuel 13:23-36). Solomon killed Adonijah (1 Kings 2:23-25). Absalom died a terrible death which pained David much (2 Samuel 18:7-18).

(2) God will raise up evil against David out of his own house  (2 Samuel 12:11)

Shame and disgrace came to the king because Amnon his son raped Tamar his daughter (2 Samuel 13:1-22). Absalom was banished and there was intense enmity and hostility between David and Absalom  (2 Samuel 13:37-39; 14:1-33).

(3) A neighbour will defile his wives publicly  (2 Samuel 12:11,12)

In fact more than a mere neighbour, his own son executed this curse. David’s own wives were forced to commit adultery with his own son in the sight of all Israel (2 Samuel 16:20-23). David had committed his own adultery secretly but now he was reaping the reward openly. He had defiled only one woman belonging to another man. Many women belonging to him were defiled. He sowed wind, he reaped whirlwind (Hosea 8:7; 10:12,13; Job 4:8; Proverbs 22:8; Galatians 6:7,8).

Murder and sexual perversion have always invited God’s fierce condemnation, judgement and curse (Deuteronomy 27:20-26; 28:15-68; Genesis 4:9-15,23,24).

CONVERSION THROUGH CONFESSION

2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 51:1-14; 32:1-5; Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9; Isaiah 55:6,7; Romans 10:9-13.

Following the pronouncement of the curses, David acknowledged his sin (2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 51:1-14).

The Lord in response to this genuine repentance gave assurance of complete forgiveness (2 Samuel 12:13).

Conversion and cleansing are still through acknowledgement and confession of sin followed by a complete forsaking of it (Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9; Isaiah 55:6,7; Romans 10:9-13; Psalm 32:1-5; 51:1-4).

God’s forgiveness was total because Solomon who was later born by Bathsheba became king in David’s stead, was shown much divine favour, and through his lineage Christ came. This is an evidence of total forgiveness.

There is the necessity of conversion before the possibility of curses being cancelled. There can be no peace for the wicked (Isaiah 57:20,21). The ill effects of curses will eat away at the life of the sinner (Isaiah 3:10b). God has only promised peace and blessing to the righteous (Isaiah 3:10; Ephesians 1:3; Philippians 4:19; 2 Corinthians 2:14; 1 John 3:22).

CANCELLING OF THE CURSES

2 Chronicles 19:1-4; Numbers 5:5-8; Ezekiel 33:14-16; Job 22:28; 42:10; Isaiah 43:26-28; 61:1-3; 10:27; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; 2 Kings 2:18-20; Deuteronomy 33:6,7.

Salvation deals directly with the eternal consequences of sin, the temporal consequences of sin may still linger even after conversion. The wound may be healed but the scar remains.

The curses were pronounced before David repented and was forgiven. David never cancelled the curses and they affected him wholesale. Was it that David didn’t realise that they were curses? Was it that he thought that God had already made up His mind and will never change it? (How about God changing His mind towards Ahab and Nineveh? (1 Kings 21:18-29; Jonah 3:4-10; 4:2)). Why did David himself fast and pray for the stricken son to live despite Nathan’s proclamation? (2 Samuel 12:14-23).

Unless we deliberately cancel the curses that have been pronounced on us before conversion, some or all of them can still adversely be affecting our lives.

What should David have done to cancel the curses and remove all their effects upon his life following his restoration to the path of righteousness?

(1) Restitution to Bathsheba, Uriah’s family and the whole nation (2 Chronicles 19:1-4; Numbers 5:5-8; Ezekiel 33:14-16)

Since David has led the whole nation by his bad example, he needed like Jehoshaphat to make restitution to the whole nation to make them come back to the Lord (2 Chronicles 19:1-4). He needed to make restitution to the family of Uriah for killing him as well as to Bathsheba for eliminating her husband and terminating her marital bliss.

(2) Personal revoking through aggressive praying and warfare (Job 22:28; 42:10; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Isaiah 43:26-28)

(3) Seek prophetic reversal and removal of the curses by prophet Nathan (2 Kings 2:18-20; Isaiah 10:27; 61:1-3; Deuteronomy 33:6,7; Acts 10:38)

Consider the case of king Hezekiah and prophet Isaiah. The same Isaiah that pronounced the death was used of God to reverse it and in its place proclaim life (Isaiah 38:1-8; 2 Kings 20:1-11).

