RECEIVING AND RETAINING YOUR HEALING

John 5:1-16

We must only be interested in getting healed, we must strive to remain in health. Those who are sick must desire to receive healing and having received it to retain it. So many people get healed and then loose the healing because they don’t understand basic underlying principles concerning divine healing.

It is possible to be made whole and to remain whole. There is no reason why should get healed and loose the healing. The same God that has healed us is capable of maintaining us in good health.

It is God’s desire that we remain physically healthy just as our spiritual life is healthy (3 John 2; Exodus 23:25; 15:26; Psalm 103:3,4; 1 Peter 2:24).

PARALYSIS AND HELPLESSNESS

John 5:5,7; 2 Kings 5:1-15; 6:26,27; Mark 10:46-52; Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13; 118:6; Hebrews 4:14-16; 13:5,6

The man had a serious paralysis that has lasted 38 years. He has been bedridden for all these years (John 5:5). Moreover he had no helper (John 5:7). What a terrible position to be in – to be sick and yet have no help!

Consider the positions of lepers like Naaman and blind men like Bartimaeus (2 Kings 5:1-15; Mark 10:46-52). Except divine help, they are helpless.

We can be in conditions where self-help is impossible, human help is vain and not even forthcoming. The only way out of such problems is divine help (2 Kings 6:26,27; Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13; 118:6; Hebrews 4:14-16; 13:5,6).

PARTAKING OF DIVINE HEALING

John 5:6,8,9; Isaiah 53:5; 1 Peter 2:24; Matthew 8:16,17; Exodus 15:26; 23:25; Psalm 103:3,4; James 5:13-16.

Christ’s question to the man: “wilt thou be made whole?” (John 5:6) was met with a long and winding story. However Christ had mercy upon him and healed him: “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk” (John 5:8). He was made whole instantaneously (John 5:9).

Divine healing is still available today. God is our healer (Exodus 15:26; 23:25; Psalm 103:3,4). By the stripes of Jesus, we were and are healed (Isaiah 53:5; 1 Peter 2:24; Matthew 8:16,17).

PRESSURE ON THE HEALED

John 5:10-13; 9:6-38; 12:10,11; Luke 13:14-17; 14:1-5; 6:6-11; Galatians 1:7; 5:1,12; 6:17; Exodus 14:9-14.

Receiving healing is simple – divine compassion and power. Many times we receive healing through another person’s faith and the gracious acts of the Lord. However in order to retain the healing, we need to manifest personal qualities – personal faith, personal confession of faith, resisting the devil etc.

The Jews harassed the man that was healed. They put him under pressure: “It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed” (John 5:10).

When this man was bedridden, there was no harassment. The moment he got healed, pressure started mounting up. It is the devil’s reaction to being set free. He prefers people remaining in bondage (Luke 13:14-17; John 12:10,11).

The man replied that the healer told him to carry his bed. The Jews therefore further interrogated him (John 5:11-13).

PURITY IN THE HEALED

John 5:14; 8:11; Matthew 12:43-45; Luke 11:24-26; 2 Peter 2:20-22; 1 John 5:18; Isaiah 54:14-17; Zechariah 3:1-5; Proverbs 28:1; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9.

“Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee” (John 5:14). What can be worse than 38 years of infirmity? There is no other way to keep your healing than this – sin no more!

What we obtain by grace, we keep by obedience. What we receive as a result of divine mercy, we keep by purity. To go back into sin is to end up in a worse situation (Matthew 12:43-45).

Purity is the greatest defence against the sinister attacks of the devil (1 John 5:18; Isaiah 54:14-17; Zechariah 3:1-5).

Purity will enable us to be bold as a lion to resist the devil when he comes with symptoms of the former sickness etc. (Proverbs 28:1; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Zechariah 3:1-5).

PERSECUTION OF THE HEALER

John 5:15,16; Luke 13:17; 6:10,11; 4:18-21,28,29; John 12:10,11; 9:24-38; Mark 3:6; Matthew 12:14; 2 Kings 6:11-15.

We must never repay good with evil whether deliberately or because of foolish action. We must not bite the finger that fed us.

The Jews were looking for Jesus but the healed didn’t recognize it was Jesus that healed him. Now that Jesus made Himself known to the healed, he went not deliberately but FOOLISHLY to go and tell the Jews it was Jesus that healed him on the sabbath (John 5:15). This led to the fiery persecution of Jesus (John 5:16).

Don’t cause problems and persecution for the ministry, local church or gospel minister that has been instrumental to your deliverance and healing. Rather than be a party to his persecution, be a defence!

