RECEIVING ABRAHAM’S BLESSING

Many there are who sing the popular chorus “Abraham’s blessings are mine” who have never tasted a drop of the blessings or even smelled the aroma of it. Their personal spiritual experience is far removed from their singing.

God is not a partial God. What He did for Abraham, He has promised to do for us as well if we meet the conditions. Abraham’s experience is recorded in the scriptures not just for mere record purposes but to assure us that we can also enjoy the same (Romans 4:23-25).

There were steps that led to Abraham being blessed. Abraham is called our father in the faith and God has decided to bless Abraham’s children through Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:13,14; Acts 3:26). If we tread the path that Abraham trod, inheriting and receiving Abraham’s blessing should be a reality in our lives (Romans 4:11,12).

WONDER OF ABRAHAM’S SALVATION

Genesis 12:1-4; Joshua 24:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; Hebrews 11:10,14-16; 13:14; Matthew 6:33; Romans 4:3

God’s blessings start at salvation (Acts 3:26). The first point of call of divine pardon, mercy and blessings is salvation (Proverbs 28:13).

God’s blessings started in Abraham’s life with the call to salvation (Genesis 12:1-4). Abraham had a spiritual background in idolatry (Joshua 24:2). However when God called him to forsake idolatry and sin, he responded. It was a turning from dead and false idols to serve the living and true God (1 Thessalonians 1:9).

Abraham did not just respond to God because of the promised blessing, finding, knowing and serving God was his priority (Matthew 6:33). He sought for God and the better country (Hebrews 11:10,14-16). Ur of the Chaldees was no continuing city for Abraham, he sought a better one to come (Hebrews 13:14).

WORSHIP AND ABIDING STEADFASTNESS

Genesis 12:7; 13:18; 18:33; 22:1-14; 17:9-14,23-27; 21:10-14; Hebrews 6:13-15; 11:17; Romans 4:18-21.

Worship was a priority in Abraham’s life when he got to the land of promise (Genesis 12:7; 13:18; 22:9).

Abraham’s life was characterised by prompt and unquestioning obedience. When God required him and all his household to be circumcised, he obeyed (Genesis 17:9-14,23-27). When he was meant to send Hagar and Ishmael away, though very painful he nevertheless obeyed promptly (Genesis 21:10-14). When God asked him to offer up his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice, the promptness and the unquestioning attitude of Abraham is really commendable (Genesis 22:1-14; Hebrews 11:17).

His steadfastness and patient endurance is testified to in the New Testament (Hebrews 6:13-15). He endured his testing situation and believed in hope against all hope (Romans 4:18-21). There was a ring of stability, solidity and steadfastness to his walk with God. He was fully persuaded (Romans 4:21).

WINNING THROUGH THE ALMIGHTY’S SUPPORT

Genesis 12:3; 15:7; 17:2,6; 18:18; 22:8,14,17,18; 14:18-20,23; Romans 4:18-23; Hebrews 6:13-15; 11:8-19.

Abraham’s blessing came through God’s support and supply. He did not rely on the arms of flesh. God had promised to bless Abraham and to make him a blessing (Genesis 12:2,3; 15:7; 17:2,6; 18:18; 22:17,18). Abraham believed God’s word and waited patiently for that blessing.

There were temptations to receive “blessings” apart from divine blessings but Abraham resisted such. The king of Sodom offered Abraham much booty but Abraham replied “I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, LEST THOU SHOULDEST SAY, I HAVE MADE ABRAM RICH” (Genesis 14:23).

Abraham believed that all his blessings came exclusively from God and gave tithes to confirm this (Genesis 14:18-20).

There was unwavering faith and confidence in God and His word. To Abraham, God was Jehovahjireh – the God who provides (Genesis 22:8,14; Romans 4:18-23; Hebrews 6:13-15; 11:8-19).

WALKING IN ABRAHAM’S STEPS

Galatians 3:13,14; Acts 3:26; Romans 4:11,12,23-25; Psalm 118:8,9; Hebrews 6:12-15; Matthew 6:33; 3 John 2.

Many desire and appropriate Abraham’s blessing but they never attain to it because they never fulfil the requirements for entering into the blessing of Abraham. How then can we enter into the blessing of Abraham?

Children of Abraham are expected to “walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham” (Romans 4:11,12). This will enable us to enter into the blessing of Abraham promised through Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:14; Acts 3:26). To walk in Abraham’s steps imply the following:

(1) Definite salvation and separation from the world (Genesis 12:1-4; Joshua 24:2; Matthew 6:33; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; Acts 3:26; Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 55:6,7; 3 John 2).

Salvation and a relationship with God will guarantee a blessed life (Matthew 6:33; 3 John 2).

(2) Prompt, unquestioning obedience to God’s word (Hebrews 11:8; Genesis 17:9-14,23-27; 21:10-14; 22:1-14).

(3) Complete confidence and unwavering faith in God’s word and promise (Romans 4:16-23; Hebrews 11:8-19; Genesis 22:8,14; 14:23).

Like Abraham, we should not put our confidence in princes or even kings like the king of Sodom but in the living God (Psalm 118:8,9).

(4) Priority of worship and divine service (Genesis 12:7; 13:18; 22:9).

(5) Patient endurance and steadfastness (Hebrews 6:15).
We have been enjoined to be followers of them who through faith and patience inherited the promises and Abraham is subsequently showed as a notable example (Hebrews 6:12-15).

(6) Financial faithfulness in relationship with men and God (Genesis 14:20,23; Ephesians 4:28; Malachi 3:8-12; Proverbs 3:9,10).
(7) Commitment to the ministry of intercession and caring for others (Genesis 14:13-16; 18:22-33; 19:27-29; 1 Corinthians 16:15; Acts 15:25,26).
