REASONS FOR EXPERIENCING SPIRITUAL DEFEAT
Are you experiencing spiritual defeat? Understanding the possible reasons is the first step to eliminating them and enjoying the promised victory from the Lord.

Spiritual victory is not automatic. It depends on our spiritual state and our spiritual deeds. Sinful living cannot but lead to a defeated life. Unserious handling of life’s hot battles cannot but leave us greatly wounded or it can lead to our complete wipe out.

Poison can be inhaled, swallowed or injected through a syringe and needle. A person will still be affected irrespective of how the poison was administered. The three routes are not all necessary, only one route is sufficient.
Similarly, there are many reasons and many routes to spiritual defeat. A person does not have to be affected by all of the routes. However, only one of the routes is sufficient to lead to spiritual defeat. To be guilty of all is to complicate matters and to be accelerating down the highway of defeat.

CASUAL ATTITUDE TO SPIRITUAL WARFARE

1 Corinthians 9:26; 15:32,30; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:12,16; 2 Timothy 4:7,8,17
There are believers who hold that victory is automatic because of our status as believers irrespective of what we do or not. They have a lukewarm attitude to prayer and spiritual warfare.

They do not realize that there is a fight to fight and there are strongholds to pull down (1 Corinthians 9:26; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5). There are fiery darts of the Devil to quench (Ephesians 6:16). There is the need to wrestle with principalities and powers (Ephesians 6:12).

Christ contended with the Devil in temptations (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). Paul fought a good fight of faith (2 Timothy 4:7,8,17; 1 Corinthians 15:32,30).

We need to pray to bring down the needed blessings (James 5:13-17; 4:1,2; Ezekiel 36:37; Matthew 7:7-11; John 16:23,24).

	Those who have a CASUAL attitude to spiritual warfare ultimately end up as CASUALTIES in life’s battles. Their CARCASSES litter the battlegrounds of life.


COMPLETE ATTACHMENT TO THE SINFUL WORLD

Matthew 13:7,22; Mark 4:7,18,19; Luke 8:7,14; Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13; Exodus 14:14; Isaiah 49:24-26; Jeremiah 50:33,34.
The believer is in the world but the believer is not of the world (John 17:6,11,14-18). We have to interact with the sinners of this world but God does not expect us to be intimate with sinners in our life and lifestyle (1 Corinthians 5:9,10).
The believer is meant to live like a pilgrim in this world (1 Peter 2:11; Hebrews 11:13-16). Friendship with the world is in essence enmity with God (James 4:4). Divine help in spiritual warfare is not available to the enemies of God. Hence such a so-called worldly believer will always experience spiritual defeat as only through God we can triumph (Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13; Exodus 14:14; Isaiah 49:24-26; Jeremiah 50:33,34).
The true believer must learn to hold the things of this world with a loose hand. Some believers play church. They want to enjoy the favour of God but they are completely attached to the sinful world instead of being attached to the True Vine (John 15:1-8).

Worldliness has a way of chocking up God’s word in our lives so that the word never becomes effective in our lives (Matthew 13:7,22; Mark 4:7,18,19; Luke 8:7,14).

The word is the way to victory. The truth that we know sets us free. God sent His word and delivered the people from their oppressions (John 8:32,36; Psalm 107:20).

However, worldliness will choke this freedom-bringing word and hence make the individual to remain in bondage.

God wants to rebuke the devourer for our sakes. But if we attach ourselves to the world, He will not be able to do so (Malachi 3:11). To sit in the seat of the scornful, to stand in the way of sinners and to listen to the counsel of the ungodly is never the way to blessing. It is to be traveling down the alley of defeat (Psalm 1:1-3).

Samson was too attached to the world. He was fascinated with Philistine women and this ultimately led to his spiritual defeat and captivity (Judges 14:1-20; 16:1-20).

COMPROMISING ALTERATION TO THE SPIRIT’S WARNING

Judges 7:17-22; 1 Kings 13:1-11; Genesis 19:17,26; Joshua 6:18,19; 7:1-26; Numbers 14:40-45
The way to victory in spiritual warfare is to follow the instructions of our Commander-in-Chief. If we do as Gideon our leader does, victory is assured (Judges 7:17-22).
However, a compromising attention to the Spirit’s instruction, mandate or warning will lead to utter defeat. The young prophet from Judah died an untimely death because of his compromising alteration to God’s mandate (1 Kings 13:1-11).

The angel of the Lord told Lot’s family: “Look not behind thee”. Lot’s wife became a pillar of salt because she neglected to heed the angel’s injunction and compromisingly altered the angel’s warning (Genesis 19:17,26).

Israel experienced defeat because Achan stole a Babylonish garment contrary to God’s warning not to take anything out of Jericho for personal use (Joshua 6:18,19; 7:1-26).

Israel went to battle out of presumption. Despite being warned by Moses not to undertake the venture, they did and experienced massive defeat (Numbers 14:40-45).

