READINESS FOR BATTLE

2 Chronicles 32:5-8

When the enemy brings the battle to your doorstep as in this case of Judah, there are steps to take to win the battle. The enemy “entered into Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself” (2 Chronicles 32:1).

Since the enemy has purposed and determined to fight (2 Chronicles 32:2), the best way forward is first of all to cut off supplies from the enemy (2 Chronicles 32:3,4). This makes the siege more difficult for the enemy. However this does not preempt the battle as the enemy is still bent on fighting.

The next thing to now do is to get ready for the showdown. We also need to fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8). Readiness for battle is the way to victory.

We get ready for battle by BUILDING. This is the outstanding principle we derive from this passage. We build our battered will, build the broken walls, build more battle weapons and build the bold warriors with words of faith so that they can fight to win the battle. To get ready for battle? BUILD!

BUILD YOUR BATTERED WILL

2 Chronicles 32:5; 2 Kings 18:13-319:7; Isaiah 36-37; 1 Samuel 17:45-47; Joshua 1:6,7,18; Ephesians 6:10.

“Also he strengthened himself” (2 Chronicles 32:5). The enemy had come to completely devastate and possess the nation. His words and threats have already sent fear into the hearts of the people and king (2 Kings 18:13-31). This has already made the king to tear his clothes, cover himself with sackcloth and begin to seek the face of the Lord (2 Kings 19:1). He sought the help of prophet Isaiah (2 Kings 19:2).

Even the utterance of the king shows that his will was battered, his morale shattered and his mind scattered: “This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth” (2 Kings 19:3).

Prophet Isaiah sent word to the king not to be afraid. He also gave God’s word of assurance of help from above (2 Kings 19:4-7). The deliverance eventually came (2 Kings 19:8-37).

This is why Hezekiah had to strengthen himself. It was a way of building up his battered will, gathering the loins of his scattered mind and building up his shattered morale.

Except we do this, we will be unfit for the battle. Has the threat of the enemy destabilized you? Are you frightened because of the booming voice of Goliath? (1 Samuel 17:45-47). Be strong and very courageous is God’s word to you (Joshua 1:6,7,18). Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might (Ephesians 6:10).

BUILD THE BROKEN WALLS

2 Chronicles 32:5; Judges 16:1-21; Job 3:25,26; 1:6-19; 2:1-9; 42:10; Joshua 9:14-19; Nehemiah 1:3; 2:17,18; 4:6; 6:15.

“and built up all the wall that was broken, and raised it up to the towers, and another wall without, and repaired Milo in the city of David” (2 Chronicles 32:5).

Any breaches in the walls will make the cities vulnerable. The enemy will easily have access through the gaps in the walls. There is the necessity of building the broken walls and closing the yawning gaps. Are the walls too low? Raise them up! Fortify yourself against the inroad of the enemy.

Are there spiritual walls that are broken down in your life? The walls of prayer, commitment, Bible reading, holiness, faith, salvation, truth – are they standing or broken down? If they are broken down, defeat is certain. If the walls of truth and righteousness have broken down, like Samson, the enemy will capture you and remove your two eyes (Judges 16:1-21). If the wall of faith has broken down and fear has taken over, like Job the enemy will put you in captivity (Job 3:25,26; 1:6-19; 2:1-9; 42:10). If the walls of prayer and dependence upon God have broken down, like Joshua and the elders, the enemy can easily deceive us (Joshua 9:14-19).

Like Nehemiah, rise up and build up the broken walls so that you will no longer be a reproach and under the oppression of the devil (Nehemiah 1:3; 2:17,18; 4:6; 6:15).

BUILD MORE BATTLE WEAPONS

2 Chronicles 32:5; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:12-18; 1 Samuel 17:45-47; 2 Corinthians 4:13; Romans 4:17; Revelation 12:11.

“and made darts and shields in abundance” (2 Chronicles 32:5). Even the best-trained soldiers can do nothing without ammunition. Weapons are needed to fight effectively in the battlefield. The more the number, the variety and the sophistication of the weapons the better. One hundred machine guns are obviously better than ten rifles.

In spiritual warfare as well, we need to build more battle weapons. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). We need to put on the armour of light, the whole armour of God – the helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, the belt of truth, the sandals of the preparation of the gospel of peace, the shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:13-17). We also have the weapon of prayer (Ephesians 6:18).

Other available weapons include the name of Jesus (1 Samuel 17:45-47); the blood of Jesus (Revelation 12:11); the testimony of faith (Revelation 12:11); the prophetic word (Romans 4:17; 2 Corinthians 4:13).

BUILD THE BOLD WARRIORS

2 Chronicles 32:6-8; Numbers 13:30; 14:7-9; Jude 20; Colossians 2:7; 2 Kings 6:17; Romans 16:20; 8:31,37

“And he set captains of war over the people … and spake comfortably to them, saying, Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria … for there be more with us than with him …” (2 Chronicles 32:6-8).

Are you facing a family battle? Build the faith of your family members so that you can fight and win. Are you facing a spiritual battle in the church as a pastor? Build up the members of the church into bold and confident warriors for the Lord.

The king began to build up the people. Be a Caleb and Joshua that will stir up the people for a conquest. Don’t join the camp of evil report peddlers who can only infect people with unbelief (Numbers 13:30; 14:7-9).

