PROTECTION THROUGH THE BLOOD

Exodus 12:1-32

There is no magic in the way that the blood of Christ offers protection. There are principles to follow and we can learn this from the passover.

Redemption precedes protection. In reality, it is redemption that paves the way for protection. For the children of Israel, the lamb that was slain was a SUBSTITUTE for them. The lamb died in their place and redemption was theirs as a result. Christ is our substitute.

Applying the blood for protection in a sinful state is a waste of time. Application of the blood is reserved for the redeemed. Following redemption, we can enjoy protection through the blood.

APPLY THE BLOOD

Exodus 12:3-7,13,22; Hebrews 10:29,4,12; 12:24; 1 Peter 1:18,19; John 19:30-37; Psalm 34:20; 22:16; Zechariah 12:10

There were some significant lessons to note I order for the blood to avail on their behalf. These lessons are even more pertinent to us today:

(1) The nature of the blood was specified

It was not just any blood. The blood of a dog or a pig (unclean animals) or of blemished animals or even the blood of fowls will not be accepted. It had to be the blood of a lamb -–male, first year, without blemish (Exodus 12:3-7).

Today no other blood will avail but the precious blood of God’s own Son, who was tempted in all points as we are yet without sin (1 Peter 1:18,19; John 19:30-37; Psalm 34:20; 22:16; Zechariah 12:10).

(2) The shedding of the blood was not sufficient, it must be applied

It was not just sufficient to kill the animal, shed the blood and possibly collect the blood in a bason, it must be practically applied on the lintel and side posts of the door for it to be a sign or token of redemption (Exodus 12:7,13,22).

The blood of Christ has been shed at calvary. However we must make conscious effort to practically apply it for victory. Victory through the shed blood is not automatic. We have to apply the blood.

(3) It is sufficient to apply the blood as indicated

There is no need to paint over the whole house with the blood. The colour the whole door with the blood, just the two side posts and the upper door post are enough (Exodus 12:7,13). To paint the roof and yet to leave the door would have spelt disaster. The door provides entry into the house. Before the destroyer can enter and do havoc, he will see the blood and pass over. Don’t go overboard like Peter (John 13:4-10). Be content to apply the blood as indicated like the high priest (Leviticus 14:14).

(4) The blood was to be treated with reverence

The blood was not to be applied on the lower door post that could warrant treading upon it. The blood was not to be trodden underfoot (Exodus 12:7). How much more should the precious blood of Christ be treated with respect, reverence, awe and not to be trodden or trampled underfoot and handled like an unclean thing (Hebrews 10:29,4,12; 12:24).

ABIDE IN THE BODY

Exodus 12:22,28,50; John 15:5-7; Hebrews 12:24; 1 Peter 1:2,18,19; Revelation 1:5; 12:11; John 2:5; Luke 11:28.

The children of Israel were not only to apply the blood, they were also required to abide in the house until the morning when the danger would have been averted (Exodus 12:22). No matter how accurate the application of the blood, going out of the house will render its effect useless. Only those who stayed under the mark of the blood were guaranteed protection. We need to stay right under the blood where the devil can do us no harm.

The significant of this for us today is that we must abide in the body of Christ. Only  the sheep abiding in the sheepfold are guaranteed the shepherd’s care and protection. Abiding in Christ is what guarantees the victory (John 15:5-7). Are you under the mark of the blood (Hebrews 12:24; 1 Peter 1:2,18,19; Revelation 1:5; 12:11). Are you as obedient as the children of Israel here. Do you do whatever He tells you? (Exodus 12:28,50; John 2:5).

To go out of the house is to be disobedient and rebellious and the outcome will be destruction and ruin. Backsliding, living in sin, disobedience, rebellion, hypocrisy and such things will nullify the effect of the blood upon our lives.

AWAIT THE BLESSING

Exodus 12:21,22,23,27-32,50; Hebrews 6:12; Galatians 6:9; Luke 11:28; Matthew 24:35.

The children of Israel did EXACTLY as commanded. They killed the specified lamb, applied the blood, stayed within the house and awaited the blessing of preservation and protection (Exodus 12:21,22).

The Lord passed through the whole nation of Egypt that night, smote the firstborn of the Egyptians but preserved His people (Exodus 12:23,27-32).

If we apply the blood and we abide in the body until the indignation be overpassed, we can be sure of enjoying protection under the blood. We have to abide in the house until the “morning” of the rapture or the resurrection. 

Don’t be weary of abiding in the house for you will reap in due season if you faint not (Galatians 6:9).

