PREVAILING OVER THE GATES OF HELL

“I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).

This verse of scripture has both present and future implications. Just as death could not swallow Christ and the grave could not hold Him captive, the church triumphant will rise at the trump of the archangel and truly shout “O death, where is thy sting? O grave where is thy victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55). At that time death will be swallowed up in victory (1 Corinthians 15:54). The gates of hell shall not prevail against the future resurrection to glory of the “dead in Christ”.

However even in the present, Christ expects the church to enjoy the practical reality of this promise. The church is being built today (IN THE PRESENT) and the gates of hell shall surely not prevail against it.

To prevail means to overpower, to keep in subjection. In spiritual warfare, there is no neutral ground. You are either a victim or a victor, you either win or you are defeated, either the gates of hell prevails over you or you prevail over the gates of hell.

Christ intends and expects that not only that the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church but that the church will prevail over the gates of hell. Our faith overcomes the gates of hell in all its evil ramifications.

FREEDOM FROM THE DEVIL’S CAPTICITY

Matthew 16:18; Judges 16:3; Psalm 107:11-20; 1 John 3:8; 5:18; John 8:32-36; Isaiah 5:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11.

Gaza was one of the five chief Philistine cities. It was a walled and fortified city, an important enemy city with prisons, leisure centres like stadium, etc. (Genesis 10:19; Joshua 15:47; Judges 16:1,3,21; Amos 1:6; 1 Samuel 6:4,17,18; 2 Samuel 1:20).

The Philistines shut the gate of their city against Samson waiting to see how he will escape. “They compassed him in, and laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city” (Judges 16:2). Samson had gone into enemy territory and the enemy had planned his destruction. But Samson single-handedly uprooted the whole gate, carried it and went to dump it on the top of hill and escaped (Judges 16:3). This is a vivid example of “the gates of hell not prevailing against God’s anointed”.

What a vivid picture and illustration of what happens to the church every time. We go into the slave market of sin in order to redeem the slaves of sin and Satan, the devil tries to shut up the gates of this slave market so that we cannot find ways of escape. However with the anointing of the Lord upon us, we uproot the whole gate of the slave market of sin, dump it on the mountain top and get as many slaves of sin and Satan as possible freed. This is what happens at salvation and in deliverance. We go into enemy territory to rescue the captives. The gates of hell will not prevail over us in such circumstances.

Freedom from the devil’s captivity is part of prevailing over the gates of hell. Sin will keep you in the devil’s captivity but Christ the Living Truth and the Bible the written truth will set you free (Psalm 107:17-20,14,15; 1 John 3:8; John 8:32-36).

Ignorance will keep you in the devil’s captivity but knowledge will set you free (Isaiah 5:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11). Rebellion and deliberate disobedience to God’s word is a sure pathway into the devil’s captivity (Psalm 107:11-15; 1 John 5:18).

FUTILITY OF THE DEVIL’S COUNSEL

Matthew 16:18; Isaiah 54:14,15,17; Psalm 2:1-5,9; 63:11; 91:5; 112:7; 125:1; Hebrews 13:6; 1 Peter 3:13; Romans 8:; Deuteronomy 28:7; 7:24; 11:25; Joshua 1:5.

In the ancient Oriental culture, important cities were fenced (walled) and fortified like Jericho with gates consisting of double doors plated with metal (Psalm 107:16; Isaiah 45:2). This is done because wooden doors without metal plating were easily set on fire (Judges 9:52; Nehemiah 2:3,17). Gates were usually shut at night and opened in the morning (Deuteronomy 3:5; Joshua 2:5,7).

The gates of cities were important because many things took place there. It was at once a marketplace as well as a place of conversation, information and news flow, transaction of legal business, congregating to hear important public announcements or reading of the Law etc. (Deuteronomy 16:18; 21:18-20; Joshua 20:4; Ruth 4:1-2,11; 2 Chronicles 32:6; Jeremiah 7:2; 17:19-27; Nehemiah 8:1,3; 3:1,3,28).

The city’s magistrate court or council meets at the gates of the city. The gate is usually the scene of deliberation and counsel. The sentence of those who “sit at the gate” is final and very weighty (Psalm 69:12; Deuteronomy 16:18; 21:18-20; Joshua 20:4; Ruth 4:1-2,11; Genesis 19:1,9).

The gate was also the king’s or chief’s place of audience (2 Samuel 19:8; 1 Kings 22:10). Daniel sat in the gate of king Nebuchadnezzar as “ruler over the entire province of Babylon” (Daniel 2:48,49).

“The gates of hell” here therefore also refers to the evil designs planned by the powers of hell to overthrow the church, the sentence of the devil’s court against the church, the wiles and machinations of the devil and his angels.

The crafty counsel of the enemy shall not stand. The “legal” pronouncements, judgement and sentence of the legal council of the devil meeting at the gates of hell have no authority over the church. The counsels, edicts, laws, policies that are made and enacted to proscribe christian activities, to curtail freedom of worship etc. are all part of the works of the legal council and agents of the devil and the gates of hell will not prevail against the church through these activities and evil designs.

The wiles of the devil against your life shall not be able to wreck your life. The vain things that the devil and his cohorts imagine shall come to nought (Psalm 2:1-5,9). Every weapon that is fashioned against you shall not prosper. Every tongue from the gates of hell that rises against you shall be condemned (Isaiah 54:14,15,17; Psalm 63:11; Deuteronomy 28:7; 11:25). Every decree, incantation, curse made by the devil’s henchmen in the gates of hell shall not prevail over your life.

FULNESS OF DIVINE CARE

Genesis 24:60; Psalm 2:8; 23:5,6; 105:44,45; Proverbs 13:22; Numbers 24:10; Deuteronomy 23:4,5; 1 Peter 5:7; 2 Peter 1:3,4,10; 3 John 3:2; Philippians 4:19; 2 Corinthians 9:8.

Instead of the gates of hell prevailing over us and sharing all our possessions as spoils of conquest, we shall possess the gates of our enemies (Genesis 24:60). To “possess the gates” was to possess the city, to capture the city and plunder its resources. Jehoshaphat defeated the enemy and took the spoil (2 Chronicles 20:22-25; 1 Samuel 30:17-25). God will give us “the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession” (Psalm 2:8).

The wealth of the sinner which the devil is using to extend his pseudo-kingdom will be directed by God into the hands of the believers so that God’s kingdom can be built (Proverbs 13:22; 28:8; Ecclesiastes 2:26; Exodus 11:1-3; Psalm 105:44,45).

God will prepare a table of abundance and victory for us in the presence of our enemies (Psalm 23:5,6).

To prevail over the gates of hell is to enjoy the fulness of divine care, prevailing over the curse of lack and want, prevailing over the spirit of poverty and sickness, triumphing over the tendency to backslide and go away from the Lord. It is to be a partaker of the divine nature and have all sufficiency for all time in all things that pertain to life and godliness (1 Peter 5:7; 2 Peter 1:3,4,10; 3 John 3:2; Philippians 4:19; 2 Corinthians 9:8).

Even if the council of the enemy decides to pronounce a curse from the gates of hell where they meet, God will turn the curse into a blessing EVERYTIME (Numbers 24:10; Deuteronomy 23:4,5).

