PRAYING FOR LEADERS

It is far easier to criticise and murmur than to pray. Murmuring can only do more damage but prayer will bring the needed solution. The natural tendency of the carnal person is to complain and murmur. However God expects the believer to “do ALL things without murmurings and disputings” (Philippians 2:14).

The best thing we can for leaders is to pray for them. This prayer includes all kinds of prayer (supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgiving, etc.) (1 Timothy 2:1,2). Peter’s faith could have completely failed and his spiritual life a complete shipwreck except that Jesus prayed for him (Luke 22:31,32).

There is no leader no matter the grace of God and the anointing of the Spirit upon his life that does not need the prayers of believers. Unsaved political leaders in our nations need our intercession if they are to rule well as God intends.

May the Lord find us faithful upon our watch standing in the gap for leaders in the church and in the nation (Habakkuk 2:1; Ezekiel 22:30; Isaiah 59:16).

SINFUL MURMURING AGAINST LEADERS

Exodus 22:28; 16:2,7; 17:3; Ecclesiastes 10:20; 2 Samuel 16:5-13; Acts 23:5; 2 Peter 2:10-13; Jude 8-10,16; Joshua 9:14,15,18; Numbers 14:1,2,27; 12:1-15; 16:1-33.

When leaders fail to meet expectations, the natural tendency of man is to grumble, complain and murmur. However, murmuring against leaders is considered sinful in the scriptures (Exodus 22:28; Ecclesiastes 10:20; 2 Samuel 16:5-13; Acts 23:5; 2 Peter 2:10-13; Jude 8-10,16; Joshua 9:14,15,18).

Murmuring led to the peril of Korah, Dathan and Abiram (Numbers 16:1-33). It led to the leprosy of Miriam (Numbers 12:1-15).

Murmuring against leadership was one of the greatest sins of Israel (Numbers 14:1,2,27; Exodus 16:2,7; 17:3). Any little problem always elicited criticism and murmuring from them. They never took it upon themselves to pray for their leaders.

SATANIC MANIPULATION OF LEADERS

Proverbs 21:1; John 13:2,27; Luke 22:3; Ezekiel 28:1-19; Daniel 10:1-21; 1:8,20; 3:1-7; 6:1-5; Zechariah 3:1,2; Acts 13:6-12.

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: He turneth it withersoever He will” (Proverbs 21:1).

The devil always likes to duplicate, imitate and pervert whatever God does. Just as God can control kings, Satan also does this by manipulating them. He manipulated Judas to betray Jesus (John 13:2,27; Luke 22:3).

The king of Tyrus (a demonic personality) controlled the prince of Tyrus (a human political leader) (Ezekiel 28:1-19). The prince of Persia ruled over the Persian empire and manipulated the king (Daniel 10:1-21).

Sergius Paulus was bewitched and manipulated by Barjesus, one of Satan’s agents (Acts 13:6-12). Satan himself withstood and would have wanted to manipulate Joshua the high priest (Zechariah 3:1,2).

The kings of the Chaldean, Persian, etc. empires were so devoted to idolatry and sin because of satanic manipulation (Daniel 1:8,20; 3:1-7; 6:1-5).

SUPPLICATING MINISTRY FOR LEADERS

1 Timothy 2:1,2; Ephesians 6:18-20; 1 Thessalonians 5:25; 3 Thessalonians 3:1; Hebrews 13:18; Romans 15:30.

“I exhort therefore, that, FIRST OF ALL, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for ALL men; for kings, and for ALL that are in authority” (1 Timothy 2:1,2).

Supplicating ministry for all men in general and for rulers or leaders in particular should occupy top priority in the believer’s life. The apostle Paul several times requested for the brethren to pray for him in his capacity as a gospel minister and leader in Christ’s church (Ephesians 6:18-20; 1 Thessalonians 5:25; 3 Thessalonians 3:1; Hebrews 13:18; Romans 15:30).

Leaders are just as human as other people and need the enabling grace of God, the keeping power of the Almighty and the anointing of the Spirit to function as they ought.

SCRIPTURAL MEASURE OF RESULTS

Ephesians 6:19,20; 2 Thessalonians 3:1,2; Romans 15:30,31; 1 Timothy 2:1,2; Jeremiah 29:7; Psalm 122:6,7

When we pray for leaders, how do we know whether our prayers are effective? What should we pray for and how can we measure the results by scriptural standard?

(1) Spiritual utterance and unction in gospel proclamation (Ephesians 6:19).

(2) Boldness in declaring the truth as they ought  (Ephesians 6:19,20).

(3) That the gospel will have free course and great impact in hearers (2 Thessalonians 3:1).

(4) Deliverance from unbelieving, unreasonable, wicked men (2 Thessalonians 3:2; Romans 15:30,31).

(5) Acceptance of our spiritual service by the saints (Romans 15:31).

(6) Joyful visitation with refreshing impact (Romans 15:32).

(7) Inability of the devil to have or to sift the leader as wheat (Luke 22:31,32).

(8) Every satanic opposition and manipulation of the devourer is crushed (Zechariah 3:1-5; Isaiah 59:19).

When we pray for leaders and our prayers are answered, we also enjoy the spiritual benefits of the answer as well as the physical consequences of the outcome: “ … that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty” (1 Timothy 2:1,2; Jeremiah 29:7; Psalm 122:6,7).

