PRAYING AGAINST SATANIC SIFTING II

Luke 22:31, 32

If Jesus needed to pray for Peter against satanic sifting, this demonstrates our need to pray against satanic sifting.

If Peter the frontline apostle could be a candidate for satanic sifting, anybody can be the object of satanic sifting. Hence the warning of the scriptures that we should take heed lest we fall (1 Corinthians 10:12).

Satan never bothers himself with ordinary people that are never a threat to his kingdom. But for Peter that has received the keys of the kingdom to shut and open, bind and loose, he surely will be Satan’s target.

The Philistines may never bother with the average Israelite. But for Samson that has received anointing to dismantle, he will be the constant target of the enemy.

The devil like the adulteress will hunt for the precious life (Proverbs 6:26). The fact that Satan wants to sift you is evidence that you possess something valuable. Hold fast that which you have that no man take away your crown or no Satan sift your possession (Revelation 3:11).

REASON FOR FAILING FAITH

Luke 22:31,32; Judges 16:20,21; 2 Timothy 3:5-7; Jeremiah 2:13; Matthew 13:4,19; 24:12; Luke 8:5,12; 2 Timothy 4:10.

“But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:32).

Satanic sifting is one major reason for failing faith. Destroy the root of a tree and it is only a matter of time for the tree to dry up and die.

When Satan sifts away the substance in a barrel, the empty barrel only makes noise. Anointed and enriching preaching is replaced by a babel of empty and flashy words. When Satan has sifted anointing and power out of Samson’s life, what remained was fleshly shaking without the Spirit’s manifestation (Judges 16:20,21). The form of godliness was still there but the power has disappeared. The shadow was still evident but the reality was gone (2 Timothy 3:5-7).

Is your faith failing? Are you developing cold feet in the things of God? Are you growing weary walking the path of righteousness? Are you getting tired travelling the highway of holiness? Are you contemplating obtaining broken cisterns that cannot hold water rather than staying by and drinking from the ever-flowing fountain of life? (Jeremiah 2:13). Because of abounding and abundant iniquity, the love of many is waxing cold (Matthew 24:12).

Are you always forgetful of God’s word but remember mundane things? This is an index of satanic sifting (Matthew 13:4,19; Luke 8:5,12).

RENEWAL OF FAILING FAITH

Luke 22:31,32; Hebrews 7:25; Revelation 2:4,5; Matthew 26:69-75; 25:4,7,8; 3:12; 2 Timothy 2:25,26; 2 Peter 1:5-10.

Christ prayed for Peter so that his faith will not fail. He is interceding for you (Luke 22:31,32; Hebrews 7:25). Is your faith failing? There is the possibility of divine renewal.

Peter denied the Lord three times but eventually wept bitterly and made a very strong comeback. Peter’s failing faith was renewed, so can ours. The path to the renewal of failing faith is as follows:

(1) Repent and do the FIRST works (Revelation 2:4,5).

Like Peter repented, wept bitterly and went back to his FIRST love, so must we (Matthew 26:69-75).

(2) Recover yourself from the grip of Satan (2 Timothy 2:25,26)

Has Satan’s desire to have you succeeded? Has he sifted you like wheat? Now recover yourself from his grip and captivity (2 Timothy 2:25,26).

(3) Restore the lost virtues and value (2 Peter 1:5-10)

Has your faith been burning low, about to fail and die because there is no fuel? Add to your faith virtue, … (2 Peter 1:5-10). Put oil in your lamp and trim it once again and keep it burning (Matthew 25:4,7,8). Take back what the enemy has stolen. Recover the valuable grains he has taken away. Reject and burn the chaff that he left behind (Matthew 3:12).

(4) Wait on the Lord to renew your strength (Isaiah 40:28-31)

God gives power to the fainting. He renews failing faith. Even youths that seem to possess boundless energy can run out of steam and be weary. Young men can faint and fall. But those who wait upon the Lord can always renew their strength. They can mount up with wings as the eagles.

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FRESHLY FANNED

Luke 22:32; John 21:15-17; 13:34; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 10:24; Galatians 6:1,2; Romans 15:1-3; Philemon 20; Genesis 4:9; Jeremiah 6:16.

“and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22:32).

Now that your failing faith has been freshly fanned and it is blazing again like forest fire, God has an assignment for you. A strong and burning faith is not just for your enjoyment alone. You are meant to put it in active service.

There are still other brethren whose faiths are about failing, whose zeal is dying out, whose commitment is fading away, whose feet are already slipping, whose vision is becoming dim, whose understanding is becoming darkened. God expects you to strengthen these brethren.

Are you on fire for God? Help others to keep on burning for Him as well. Are you enjoying the power and anointing of the Holy Ghost? Help others to come into the personal experience of pentecost.

Have you discovered the old paths wherein is the good way? Point others in that direction as well. God expects us to be our brother’s keeper (Genesis 4:9; Jeremiah 6:16).

The best way to keep your light forever shining and your fire forever burning is by lighting other candles. Get back on track feeding the lambs and the sheep (John 21:15-17; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 10:24; Galatians 6:1,2; Romans 15:1-3).
