PRAYING AGAINST SATANIC SIFTING I

Luke 22:31,32

Too many believers have fallen foul of satanic sifting in our time. Their once dynamic faith has become history. The former fire of faithfulness has been reduced to useless ashes of compromise and coldness. Their gold of devotion has been replaced by the bronze of nominal christianity. Many of them think they have only matured in their faith but couldn’t recognize that they have been sifted by the devil.

The chaff is still a component of the wheat, howbeit the useless component. The devil takes away the valuable grain but leaves behind the useless chaff. He does the exact opposite of what is normal. It is normal to take away the chaff and leave behind the grain. The ash is related to the fire. Bronze is a metal just like gold. The counterfeit many times has the appearance of the genuine. The chaff is like the imitation of the truth but not the grain of truth.

PROCLAMATION OF THE SENSITIVE SAVIOUR

Luke 22:31; Matthew 13:24-30,36-43; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 3:14; Romans 11:7,25; Ezekiel 33:3,6; Ephesians 1:18.

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat” (Luke 22:31).

In the spiritual realm, Satan was already planning Peter’s downfall. He was desiring for God to grant permission for him to invade Peter’s life and sift him like wheat.

This deadly plan was so vivid and real to the Lord Jesus but Peter was too blind spiritually to see and perceive that danger lies ahead. The spiritually sensitive and alert Saviour alerted Peter to Satan’s plan and current line of action.

Satan’s activities prosper where men are spiritually asleep or are spiritually blind (Matthew 13:24-30,36-43; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 3:14; Romans 11:7,25).

How often we walk about spiritually blind and walk into Satan’s trap. Who are the blind but God’s people? (Isaiah 42:19,20; 56:10; 59:10; Zephaniah 1:17; Lamentation 4:14; Matthew 15:14).

We need to pray that God will give us the spiritual sight and perception of the watchman (Ezekiel 33:3,6), that the eyes of our understanding will be enlightened (Ephesians 1:18), that we will not be ignorant of the devices and strategies of the enemy (2 Corinthians 2:11).

PLEA OF SINISTER SATAN

Luke 22:31; Malachi 3:11; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Revelation 12:4,10,15; Job 1:9-12; 2:3-7; Zechariah 3:1-5; Psalm 109:6

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, BEHOLD, Satan hath DESIRED to have you, that he may sift you as wheat” (Luke 22:31).

The devil is a devourer. He is always walking about seeking whom he may devour (Malachi 3:11; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Revelation 12:4,15). When there seems to be an hedge of protection around a person, he will petition God for access to the individual (Job 1:9-12).

The Greek word rendered “DESIRED” is “exalteo” which means to demand, to obtain by asking. Satan desired to have Peter. This is what he did in Job’s case (Job 1:9-12; 2:3-7).

Satan is the accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10). He comes to petition God for access to the protected believer (Job 1:9-12; Zechariah 3:1). He likes coming to oppose us when we approach the throne of God to seek and receive blessings (Zechariah 3:1-5; Psalm 109:6).

PURPOSE OF SATANIC SIFTING

Luke 22:31; Matthew 3:12; 13:4,19; 26:51,69-75; 27:3-5; Luke 8:5,12; 2 Timothy 4:3,4,10; Philemon 24; Numbers 22:12,13; 24:1.

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, THAT HE MAY SIFT YOU AS WHEAT” (Luke 22:31).

Ordinarily, sifting is a positive, profitable and productive exercise. In the ancient east, wheat or barley or any other grain is threshed by animals treading them (Deuteronomy 25:4; 1 Timothy 5:18). The threshed product is then thrown into the air by forks so the wind could carry away the chaff leaving behind the valuable grain (Isaiah 30:24; Matthew 3:12).

However it is obvious that the purpose of Satan’s sifting can never be this noble and profitable. How can Satan take away the chaff and leave you valuable grain? Satan is never generous. In fact the purpose of satanic sifting is the exact opposite of normal sifting. Satan will take away the valuable grain and leave the useless chaff. He will take away the word of God and leave fables (Matthew 13:4,19; Luke 8:5,12; 2 Timothy 4:3,4). He sifted away Peter’s courage for the truth and left him fearful and timid (Matthew 26:51,69-75). He sifted away Demas’ passion for righteousness and left him clinging to the chaff of worldliness (Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:10). He sifted away the true riches of the word from Judas Iscariot and left him with the fake riches of the mammon of unrighteousness (Matthew 26:7-16; 27:3-5). He sifted away commitment to God and prophetic insight from Balaam and left him with compromise and enchantment (Numbers 22:12,13; 24:1).

PRAYING AGAINST SATANIC SIFTING

Luke 22:32; 11:1; Ephesians 6:16,18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 2:11; Hebrews 7:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1,2,3.

“But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22:32).

The Saviour spotted Satan’s sinister plan and warned Peter against it. However He went beyond mere warning to pray for Peter. The Saviour is still interceding for us even today (Hebrews 7:25).

However we need to learn to pray for ourselves. We can ask the Saviour to teach us to pray like He prayed against Satanic sifting in Peter’s life (Luke 11:1).

Satanic sifting is one of the fiery darts of the devil against the believer. We must learn to pray and use our shield of faith to quench it (Ephesians 6:16). God has given us this weapon of prayer that is mighty through God to the pulling down of satanic strongholds, to the casting down of this satanic desire, thought, plan to sift (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

We must pray to cancel and annul all kinds of satanic sifting directed against us. Dismantle Satan’s plan to sift valuable things away from your life. These valuable things may include: the word of God, the blessings of heaven, the passion for the truth, commitment to God, the power of the Holy Ghost, scriptural insight and revelation, dynamic anointing and spiritual effectiveness, courage and boldness in preaching, clarity in gospel presentation, etc.

