PRAYER THAT AVAILS MUCH

James 5:13-17

To too many people, prayer is shrouded in mystery. However, there are divine laws that govern praying and getting results. God has not left us without examples as well in this area of our christian life.

The passage before us gives us principles to follow for answered prayer as well as a notable example of a man who prayed effectively with results.

Elijah was just a man like us, subjects to the same temptations and discouragements that face us. Yet he prayed with great results. We can also pray with results. What steps do we then need to follow in order to pray prayers that avail much?

PRAYER OF DYNAMIC FAITH

James 5:13-15; 2:14-26; 1:5-8; Hebrews 10:23; 11:11,1,6; Mark 11:24; 9:23; Matthew 17:20; 1 John 5:14,15

The afflicted believer is called to pray (James 5:13). The elders of the church are called to pray for the sick believer (James 5:14). However the kind of prayer that God has guaranteed to answer is the “prayer of faith” (James 5:15). This is the kind of prayer that brings healing to the sick, relief to the oppressed, deliverance to the bound, freedom to the imprisoned, strength to the weak, forgiveness and restoration to the fallen.

Infact James had previously talked about three kinds of faith in the epistle – dead faith (James 2:14-17), demonic faith (James 2:18-19) and dynamic faith (James 2:20-26).

The only kind of faith that is real, powerful and brings results in the life of the individual believer as well as that of the corporate body is dynamic faith. This is the faith that is persuaded that “He is faithful that promised” (Hebrews 10:23; 11:11). This is the faith that wholly trusts in God, never wavering, never doubleminded (James 1:5-8).

PRIORITY OF DIVINE FORGIVENESS

James 5:16; Psalm 66:18-20; 1 John 3:22; 1 Peter 3:12; Proverbs 15:8; Matthew 6:9-13; James 4:8-10; 2 Chronicles 7:13-15.

Sin will always be a barrier to answered prayer (Psalm 66:18). There is the necessity of forgiveness from God. God has only promised pardon and mercy to the repentant (Isaiah 55:; Proverbs 28:).

Maintaining a right relationship with God is essential if we are to be guaranteed of answered prayer (1 John 3:22; James 4:8-10; 2 Chronicles 7:13-15).

Only those who have God as their Father qualify to ask Him for favours (Matthew 6:9-13).

PURGING OF DAMAGED FELLOWSHIP

James 5:16; Matthew 18:18-20,15-17; 2:23,24; 1 Peter 3:7-12; 4:8-11; 2:17; 1 Corinthians 1:11; 3:1-3.

Christ is the Prince of peace and cannot abide where there is malice, confusion, animosity and quarrels. Christ’s presence can only be where there is a true fellowship (Matthew 18:18-20).

Damaged relationships will hinder the free flow of the presence of God (1 Peter 3:7). There must be unity, compassion, love, consideration, etc. where the presence of God is desired (1 Peter 3:8-13).

The prayer that God answers is that of the righteous who keeps no malice, bears no grudge, does not engage in “cold” war, etc. (James 5:16; 1 Peter 3:12,8-11).

If we want to experience answered prayer, we must purge our church of everything that obstructs free flow of loving fellowship among believers. We must “confess your faults one to another” (James 5:16). God cannot do that for us. Restitution is essential where wrongs have been committed and feelings have been injured.

PERSEVERANCE AND DECISIVE FERVENCY

James 5:16,17; 1 Kings 18:1,41-45; Isaiah 43:26; Luke 18:1-8; 11:5-10; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Matthew 15:21-28.

The example of Elijah is presented before us to show us how to pray effectively. He prayed “EARNESTLY” (James 5:17).

His prayer to stop rain as well as the one to bring rain were both marked with earnestness and perseverance. On Mount Carmel, he prayed until the promised rain came (1 Kings 18:1,41-45).

It is “the EFFECTUAL FERVENT prayer of a righteous man that availeth much” (James 5:16).

Perseverance, importunity and decisive fervency is essential as we plead our cases before God (Isaiah 43:26; Luke 18:1-8; 11:5-10; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10).

