POWER OVER THE SATANIC THIEF

John 10:10

Satan only has abundant condemnation and a great punishment awaiting him. However the believer has the benefit of enjoying a more abundant life in Christ (John 10:10). God has given the earth as an inheritance to man (Psalm 115:16).

However the devil as a thief envies the situation of man and is therefore bent o using every tactic to take away this more abundant life from us. Satan comes to steal our peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17). Where he finds it difficult to steal because the opposition is fierce and the entry barrier is too high, he does not mind killing and destroying so that he can take up the inheritance after the heir has been eliminated. This was the strategy that Ahab used over Naboth (1 Kings 21:1-29; Micah 2:2; Matthew 21:33-41; Mark 12:1-9; Luke 20:9-16).

PROGRESS THROUGH THE SAVIOUR’S TRIUMPH

John 10:10; 16:11; 12:31; Romans 16:20; 1 John 3:8; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Revelation 12:11; Ephesians 6:10-18.
“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).
The purpose why Christ came is to destroy and nullify the works of the devil (1 John 3:8). To give us life instead of Satan’s death. In fact He came to give us life more abundantly. We can have power over the satanic thief through the Saviour’s triumph at calvary. Never settle for anything less than the more abundant life.

1. Thieves are judged, cursed, stone to death or crucified

Thieves never go scotch free when caught or identified. People make a mockery of thieves and cause them to be ashamed (Job 30:5; Jeremiah 2:26). Thieves are usually judged, cursed, stoned to death or crucified on the cross (Zechariah 5:4; Matthew 27:38; Mark 15:27; Deuteronomy 24:7). Take the satanic thief to God’s court room and throne room and have him judged (John 16:11; 12:31; Romans 16:20).

2. People confront thieves with weapons

People usually confront and chase thieves with physical weapons (Matthew 26:55; Mark 14:48; Luke 22:52). We need to confront the satanic thief with the weapons of our warfare that are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling down of his stronghold, activities and theft in our lives (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

3. Terminate every activity of the satanic thief I your life

Every activity of the satanic thief and spiritual robber to steal, to kill and to destroy must be terminated and cancelled in our lives through the victory of Christ at calvary (John 10:10). We must overcome this satanic thief by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testimony (Revelation 12:11). We must bind this satanic thief I the name of Jesus.
4. Mount a spiritual offensive against the satanic thief

The satanic thief does not ask for permission to break through and steal. Thieves break in and break through at will. Unless we mount a spiritual offensive against the satanic thief, he will continue his theft unchallenged and unhindered. With our sword of the Spirit and the whole armour of God, we mount this offensive against the satanic thief (Ephesians 6:10-18). We have the weapon of prayer like Daniel to bring down the activity of the satanic thief of Persia (Daniel 10:12,13,20,21).

5. Enforce the satanic thief to make restitution

Thieves when caught or identified are legally bound to make restitution (Exodus 22:1,3,4,7; Proverbs 6:30,31). In fact it is so serious that when a thief cannot pay, he is meant to be sold to repay his theft (Exodus 22:3). Enforce the satanic thief to restore all that he has stolen from your life, business, family, church and community.

POWER OVER THE SATANIC THIEF
1 John 5:18; Psalm 105:13-15; 34:7; Zechariah 2:5; Genesis 31:24,29; 26:28,29; Ezra 8:21-32; Matthew 4:1-13; Revelation 12:11; Ephesians 6:10-18; Romans 10:8.
The believer can exercise tremendous power over the satanic thief and live in victory every time. The power we can exercise over the satanic thief comes in various ways:

1. The power of righteous and anointed living

Living a life of righteousness keeps the satanic thief away (1 John 5:18). Righteousness will help to maintain the presence of God in our lives. This makes God our defence (Psalm 105:13-15; 34:7; Zechariah 2:5; Genesis 31:24,29; 26:28,29). The power of sonship, the power of purity and the power and the anointing of the Holy Ghost in the believer’s life will keep that thief at bay.

2. The power of praying and fasting

Ezra was returning to Israel with valuable goods to be used in rebuilding the temple and restoring the glory of the ancient city. However there were robbers on the way and they had no armed escort. However with praying and fasting, they had power over the satanic thief and had a safe passage (Ezra 8:21-32). Ezra’s final testimony was “and the hand of our God was upon us, and He delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait by the way” (Ezra 8:31).

3. The power of God’s word and the believer’s testimony

Satan backtracks at the hearing of God’s word. Quote God’s promises. Use the word to overcome him and the testimony of faith from your mouth (Matthew 4:1-13; Revelation 12:11). The sword of the Spirit and the shield and word of faith are effective weapons against the satanic thief (Ephesians 6:10-18; Romans 10:8).

