POWER AND AUTHORITY FOR MINISTRY

Luke 9:1-6,10

Many people are fascinated by the manifestation of power and the exercise of authority. They wish to have the same not for ministry but for a show like Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8:14-24).

However God is not just giving out His power, anointing and authority indiscriminately or without purpose. Power and authority are for ministry. Unless we are ready to engage in ministry, we will be seeking power and authority in vain.

Anointing is for exploits. Power is for binding and loosing. Authority is for stopping the enemy in his wicked track and restricting his sphere of influence. Every candidate for power must be ready to be the mouthpiece of the Almighty. The recipients of divine anointing must be ready to be ambassadors for Christ beseeching the world to be reconciled unto God (2 Corinthians 5:20).

ENABLEMENT BY THE MASTER

Luke 9:1,2; Acts 1:8; 10:38; 2:22; Matthew 28:18-20; 10:1; Mark 16:15-20; John 20:22,23; 15:5; Judges 6:34,35; 15:14-16.

Enduement of power comes before service (Acts 1:8; 10:38; 2:22; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; John 20:22,23). The anointing of Saul came before confrontation with Nahash the Ammonite (1 Samuel 10; 11). The anointing of David came before the battle with Goliath (1 Samuel 16; 17). The empowering of Christ came before His showdown with the devil (Matthew 3; 4). God never exposes us to danger until He has adequately equipped us for victorious performance.

Unless we are enabled and energized by God, there is nothing we can do (John 15:5). In such a powerless condition, preaching will be worthless and healing will not take place.

(1) Except He GIVES, there is nothing to RECEIVE

(2) When He GIVES, wisdom and commitment dictates we should WILLINGLY RECEIVE

EXPECTATION OF THE MASTER

Luke 9:1,2,6,10; 10:1-3; 19:12,13; 16:1-12; 12:48; John 4:35-39; Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Corinthians 15:10; Romans 12:11.

Christ the Master gave the disciples power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. He did this so that He can send them to preach and heal.

“For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more” (Luke 12:48).

The more the power received, the greater the ministry expected. We cannot stand all the day idle (Matthew 20:1-6). We must go to the ripe harvest field and be busy for the Master (John 4:35-39). He expects that we will occupy until He comes (Luke 19:12,13).

EXTENT OF THE MINISTRY

Luke 9:1,6,11; 10:17-19; Philippians 2:9-11; Matthew 28:18-20; 10:7,8; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 1:8; 8:4-8; 20:20; 10:38.

There is no limitation to the scope of the gospel of Christ. It is the remedy for every problem of man. It is the hope of lost humanity. 

(1) It covers ALL sins

There is no sin so grievous that God cannot forgive be they like scarlet or red like crimson (Isaiah 1:18). He is the one who forgives all our iniquities and wipes away our transgressions (Psalm 103:1-5; 32:1-5; Isaiah 43:25).

(2) It covers ALL devils (Luke 9:1; 10:17-19; Philippians 2:9-11)

No matter the hierarchy of the demon, the power that Christ gives is OVER all the power of the enemy (Luke 10:17-19). Even Satan is no match for us for greater is He who lives within us than he who roams the world unleashing suffering on humanity (1 John 4:4).

(3) It covers EVERY disease and sickness 

There is no sickness or disease that Christ cannot heal. He bore it all on the cross (Isaiah 56:1-8; 1 Peter 2:21; Luke 9:11; Acts 10:38).

(4) It covers EVERY where 

Every hamlet, every village, every town, every city, every mega-city needs the touch of God in every area of their lives (Luke 9:6; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 1:8; 8:4-8; 20:20)

ENGAGEMENT IN MINISTRY

Luke 9:6,10; 10:17-19; Mark 6:30; 16:20; Matthew 28:20; 11:1; Acts 8:4-8; 13:1-10; 16:6-20; Proverbs 11:30; 10:5.

Once they received the power, they went into service “And they departed, and went through the towns, PREACHING the gospel, and HEALING every where” (Luke 9:6).

Power is for service. Authority is for exercising. Equipment is for ministry. Spiritual equipment is for world evangelization. They went to execute ministry and later returned to give account of their exploits (Luke 9:10).

This is our time and opportunity to be occupied for the Lord. There is no place for excuses. The Lord has already given the power, authority, word and great indeed will be the company of those of us that will declare and preach it (Psalm 68:11).

