PLEAD YOUR CASE

Isaiah 43:25-28

In the christendom, we have many times looked at the above scripture (Isaiah 43:25-28) and applied it out of context. Many wonderful lessons have been learnt as christians are exhorted to “Plead their case”. However, reading and studying in context gives us tremendous insight into God’s desire for His own.

The sinner has no basis of “Pleading his case” with the Lord. Hence, reconciliation and conversion precedes pleading ones case. When our ways are right before the Lord, when a relationship has been established, He takes the initiative to invite us to plead our case so that He can rescue us from the destructive nets that enmesh us.

There is a place for other people praying for us (as in intercession). However God expects us to face up to the full responsibility of representing ourselves before His throne. It is not Isaiah’s responsibility to plead Hezekiah’s case, Hezekiah must present himself before God and plead his case. The bottom line is that in the fiery battles of life, the onus is on you to “Plead Your Case”. Never abandon this responsibility for to do that is to sink in life’s sinking boat!

To plead your case is more than just speaking words. A lawyer pleads his case in a law court in an orderly, intelligent manner bringing forth law and legal precedents to support his case. The judge does not award merit based on the number of words spoken but on the number and weight of points and facts brought forth. So also with pleading our cases before God. There are principles to follow and this passage gives us an insight into how to do it.

RECONCILIATION AND PERSONAL CONVERSION

Isaiah 43:25; 59:1,2; 55:6,7; Psalm 119:67; 66:18; Proverbs 28:13; 2 Chronicles 7:13-15; Ephesians 2:1-6,19

The sinner has no personal standing with God as he is a child of the devil (John 8:42,44; Matthew 13:37-39). We can only pray and plead our case on the basis of a Father-child relationship (Matthew 6:9).

Reconciliation with God and personal conversion is what prepares us for God’s “Put me in remembrance” (Isaiah 43:26).

Allowing God to blot out our transgressions for His own sake builds a bridge of communication between us and God (Isaiah 43:25). Reconciliation with God gives us access to His resources and mercy. True deliverance and breaking of yokes as well as cancellation of curses start with conversion.

REALITY OF THEIR PRESENT CONDITION

Isaiah 43:28; Exodus 20:5; Malachi 3:8,9; 1:14; Haggai 1:5-11; Deuteronomy 28:14-68; 27:14-26; Psalm 109:1-21; Proverbs 3:33.

The present condition of Israel was pathetic. God had abandoned them and given them over to a hard life. He gave them over to the curse and reproaches (Isaiah 43:28). The princes of the sanctuary have been profaned.

It is clearly evident that many are living under curses though ignorant and their present condition shows the utter reality of it (Exodus 20:5; Malachi 3:8,9; 1:14; Haggai 1:5-11; Deuteronomy 28:14-68; 27:14-26; Psalm 109:1-21; Proverbs 3:33).

REASONS FOR THE PRESENT CURSE

Proverbs 26:2; Isaiah 43:27; 2 Kings 5:27; 2 Samuel 3:28,29; 21:1-3; 1 Kings 21:29; Exodus 20:5,6; 34:7; Leviticus 26:39; Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9.

There is no curse without a cause (Proverbs 26:2). There were two major reasons for Israel’s present cursed condition:

(1) Ancestral sins – “Thy first father hath sinned”

(2) Leadership sins – “Thy teachers have transgressed against me”

It is a revelation of the scriptures that we can bear the brunt of ancestral sins (Exodus 20:5,6; 34:7; Leviticus 26:39; Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9). Gehazi’s descendants will suffer the consequences of the curse upon him (2 Kings 5:27). Joab’s family will bear the effects of the curse upon him (2 Samuel 3:28,29). The consequences of Ahab’s sins were to be visited upon his children (1 Kings 21:29).

Just as righteousness exalts a nation but sin is a reproach to any people (Proverbs 14:34), so also are bad leaders a blight upon the people they lead. Israel suffered because of the sins of Saul their first king (2 Samuel 21:1-3). Israel was to lose their national identity and suffer terribly because of the sins of Manasseh who was another of their kings (Jeremiah 15:1-4). Many died in Israel because of David’s sin of numbering the people (2 Samuel 24:1-25). Others suffered because of the sin of Abimelech the king of Gerear (Genesis 20:3-18).

REPENTANCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION

Leviticus 26:39-42; Nehemiah 1:4-11; Daniel 9:3-22; 2 Chronicles 7:13,14; Ezekiel 33:8-11,14-16; Judges 17:1-4; 2 Samuel 21:1-14

Although the problems stemmed from ancestral and leadership sins, yet the way to eliminate the problems from their lives was personal (Leviticus 26:39-42). Consider the prayer of Nehemiah and Daniel (Nehemiah 1:4-11; Daniel 9:3-22). Ancestral sins can include idolatry, human sacrifice, oppression of the poor, etc.

A curse is like a superstructure erected upon the foundation of sin and iniquity. Uproot this foundation and this paves the way for the superstructure to be destroyed (Isaiah 59:1,2).

Repentance and restitution (where necessary) are the first foundation stones in seeking complete release from any curse (Judges 17:1-4; 2 Samuel 21:1-4; Ezekiel 33:8-11,14-16).

RESPONDING TO PLEAD CASE

Isaiah 43:26; 38:1-9; 1 Kings 6:26,27; Genesis 32:24-32; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Luke 18:13; Matthew 26:36-46; 2 Timothy 4:16-18.

It is the God of heaven that has invited us to plead our case or cause with Him. He has told us to put Him in remembrance of His covenant, promises and word. He has invited us to plead with Him as a lawyer pleads the law and legal precedents. What a great offer! Will you respond positively and with earnestness?

It is through pleading that our condemnation can be turned into justification, the curse can be cancelled and the blessings of heaven coming upon us.

In the greatest and hottest battles of life, you alone can plead your case before God (1 Kings 6:26,27; 2 Timothy 4:16-18). Jesus at Gethsemane was essentially alone to plead His case. The trusted disciples were all sleeping! (Matthew 26:36-46). Jacob at Jabbok and Peniel was left alone and he pleaded his case with God (Genesis 32:24-32). Jacob’s family and servants could not help him. His great wealth was no insulation from the problems of life. He had to face those battles ALONE! Jabez pleaded his case with God and was mightily blessed (1 Chronicles 4:9,10). Jabez’s parents or his brethren could not help him. Hezekiah pleaded his case with God. Isaiah the prophet could not help him (Isaiah 38:1-9). The publican pleaded his case with God until he went home justified (Luke 18:13).

