OVERPOWERING THE TYRIAN KING

Ezekiel 28:1-19

Just as Tyre was under satanic rule and domination, many nations in the world today are suffering the same fate. Things will never become spiritually and physically better except the king of Tyrus is overpowered and unseated.

What happens in the physical workaday world is shapened by the unseen happenings in the spiritual realm. God wants to bruise Satan under our feet (Romans 16:20). We need to rise up to the challenge, overpower and bind the king of Tyrus and allow his captives to go free (Matthew 12:29).

REALITY OF TERRITORIAL POWERS

Ezekiel 28:1-19; Daniel 10:12-21; Jeremiah 44:17-25; 7:18; 2 Corinthians 4:4; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Ephesians 2:2; 6:12; Matthew 12:24.

The world is not just divided physically into continents, nations, states, provinces, etc., it is also divided into spiritual territories where demonic beings rule the roost.

Satan is the god of this world, the prince of the power of the air, the head over demonic principalities, powers and spiritual wickedness in high places (2 Corinthians 4:4; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Ephesians 2:2; 6:12; Matthew 12:24).

The scripture intimates us with the demonic king of Tyrus ruling over Tyre and manifesting himself through the human prince of Tyrus (Ezekiel 28:1-19). We also learn about the demonic prince of Persia who ruled Persia through the various emperors (Daniel 10:12-21).

People have sacrificed and burnt incense to “the queen of heaven”, a demonic personality ruling over a territory (Jeremiah 44:17-25; 7:18).

ROLES OF THE TYRIAN PRINCES

Ezekiel 28:1-19; John 8:44; Ephesians 2:2; Acts 5:3,9; 8:9-11; 13:6-12; 1616-24; 19:23-41; 17:16-34.

The passage in Ezekiel 28 intimates us with two rulers of Tyre – one physical, the other spiritual; one a human personality, the other a spiritual entity – a demon.

The first personality is referred to as “the prince of Tyrus” whose heart was filled with pride and reckons himself to be God though he was a man (Ezekiel 28:2,9). The second personality is referred to as “the king of Tyrus” who was in the garden of Eden, whose covering was precious stones and referred to as “the anointed cherub that covereth” … (Ezekiel 28:12).

The human prince of Trus was responsible for the physical day to day administration of Tyre. He saw to the running of Tyre – its economics, politics, health, investments, music, government, etc. However he was controlled and manipulated by the demonic king of Tyrus who was the actual ruler of Tyre. The human prince only physically implemented what the demonic king wanted. The spiritual characteristics of the demon was the physical characteristics of the man as a comparison of various portions of the passage show:

(1) Great wisdom (Ezekiel 28:12,17,3-5,7)

(2) Great beauty (Ezekiel 28:17)

(3) Great business skill to accumulate wealth (Ezekiel 28:16,18,4,5)

(4) Great pride and tendency to usurp divine authority (Ezekiel 28:14,15,17,2,6,8)

(5) Occupation of strategic and advantageous position (Ezekiel 28:13,14,16,2,8)

(6) Both will be greatly humiliated and destroyed by God (Ezekiel 28:18,19,7-10)

ROOTING OUT THE TYRANICAL PRINCE

Matthew 12:29; 16:19; 18:18; 17:18; Mark 3:27; Luke 11:21,22; 10:17-19; John 12:31; Ephesians 4:27; James 4:7; Acts 13:6-12.

Many times people complain about the physical ruler and want to do every thing within their power to depose the leader through political impeachment, social unrest, military coup de tat, etc. However, except the demonic king of Tyrus is unseated, the next government will just continue to carry out his dictates. Our primary focus should not be the human prince but the demonic king.

The demonic king of Tyrus will want to put himself in place of God and desire and demand to be worshipped instead of God. His human representative will also demand hero worship etc. (Ezekiel 28:15-17,2,6,9). Serving God therefore becomes difficult. Spiritual choice and freedom is only possible when the demonic king of Tyrus, that tyrannical ruler has been rooted out. We need to break his manipulative hold on the people especially the leader and bind him (Matthew 12:29; 17:18; 8:32; 9:33; 15:28; John 12:31; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 3:8; Ephesians 4:27; 6:11; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Acts 16:18).

We need to destroy all his strongholds in people’s lives that do not enable them to respond to the gospel of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

