OVERCOMING THE DECEIVER

The Devil is a deceiver. Deception is Satan’s greatest tool on earth. It was his first weapon in Eden and it will be his final weapon on earth. Lest Satan get an advantage over us and score a valuable point and victory, we are not ignored of his devices (2 Corinthians 2:11).
The Devil deceived David who used his position as a king to defile Bathsheba, another man’s wife and went ahead to use his position to eliminate Uriah the husband in the bid to cover up his sin. In the end, it all resulted in shame and suffering (2 Samuel 11:1-27; 12:1-23).

The Devil deceived Samson into thinking that he could be involved in immorality and still enjoy the benefits of a flowing anointing. In the end he suffered the loss of power and his eyes. He descended into shame and degradation (Judges 16:1-20).

Joseph was wiser than the two. He ran for his life. He didn’t allow the Devil’s deception of thinking that it is a privilege to sleep with the wife of his boss to trap him. He didn’t allow the consequences or the possible fallout if he did not cooperate with Potiphar’s wife to deter him from taking the path of righteousness. In the end, he triumphed. If sinners entice us, we are told not to yield (Genesis 39:1-23; Proverbs 1:10).
These are days of unprecedented satanic pressure and deception. We need to walk as wise and not as fools (Ephesians 5:15). God is willing and able to grant us victory over the deceiver.

RECOGNIZE THE DECEPTIVE STRATEGY

2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; Genesis 3:1-13; Ezekiel 28:13; 2 Corinthians 11:3,8-15; Revelation 13:14; 12:9; 20:2,3,7-10; 2 Thessalonians 2:9,10; Matthew 24:4,5; Mark 13:5,6; Luke 21:8.
It is difficult to overcome an enemy whose intentions and moves we don’t understand. The first step towards having victory over the Devil is to recognize his strategy. This is the only way that Satan will not have an advantage of us. Ignorance gives the Devil power over the believer (2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13).
Deception was Satan’s first weapon against mankind in the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-13; Ezekiel 28:13; 2 Corinthians 11:3,8-15) and deception will be his final weapon on earth as well (Revelation 13:14; 12:9; 20:2,3,7-10; 2 Thessalonians 2:9,10; Matthew 24:4,5; Mark 13:5,6; Luke 21:8).
Deception is Satan’s greatest tool in enslaving mankind. To recognize Satan’s deceptive strategy is to be well on the way to victory.

Whenever the Devil deceives and provokers an individual to take an evil action, the results are always unsatisfactory. Consider David’s inaccurate census, Judas Iscariot’s unspendable wealth, Balaam’s wages of unrighteousness that never materialized, Achan’s Babylonish garment that was never put on (1 Chronicles 21:1-10; Matthew 27:3-10; Numbers 24:10, 11; Joshua 7:1-26).

RELY ON THE DIVINE SPIRIT

Romans 8:31-39; Hebrews 13:5, 6; Psalm 118:6; Isaiah 10:27; Zechariah 4:6; Luke 10:17-19; Romans 16:20
Satan is crafty and very subtle. His wiles and guises are very complex and very many. We cannot overcome him in the energy of the flesh or in the wisdom of man. We need to rely on the Spirit of God to give us the victory over the Devil and his deceptive strategy.

If God be for us, we will be victorious and be more than conquerors whatever the Devil may bring across our way (Romans 8:31-39; Hebrews 13:5, 6; Psalm 118:6).

The empowering Spirit of God will break every yoke (Isaiah 10:27) and cause us to triumph (Zechariah 4:6) and give us power to tread upon serpents and scorpions and over every deceptive strategy and power of the Devil (Luke 10:17-19; Romans 16:20).
RESIST THE DECEPTIVE SATAN

Ephesians 4:27; 6:10-17; 1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7; Matthew 16:23; 4:1-11; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Revelation 12:11; Hebrews 11:32-34.
We must never give the Devil a foothold (Ephesians 4:27). We must never entertain the suggestions of the Devil in our mind or hold a conference with the Devil (Genesis 3:1-13; John 13:2,27; Luke 22:3-6).
The only business we have with the Devil is to resist him, to bind him, to rebuke him in the name of the Lord until he leaves us alone. “Get thee behind me” in the only language that Satan understands (1 Peter 5:8, 9; James 4:7; Ephesians 6:10-17; Matthew 16:23; 4:1-11; Revelation 12:11; Hebrews 11:32-34).

Satan does not give up easily. Even if he goes on holiday, it will only be for a SEASON. He will return to face us with fresh tactics. This is why we need to resist him STEADFASTLY in FAITH (Luke 4:13; 1 Peter 5:8,9).

In the power of the Spirit, we can quench every fiery dart of the Devil and pull down his strongholds (Ephesians 6:16; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).
