OVERCOMING DEMONIC MANIPULATION II

What else but demonic manipulation can make a person to spend his money for that which is not bread and his labour for that which brings no satisfaction when the Almighty is offering better things free of charge (Isaiah 55:1,2).

There are many devices of Satan and manipulation is just one of them (2 Corinthians 2:11). People result to using manipulation when a direct method will not work. It is a way of gaining an unfair advantage over another person.

The examples of those that were manipulated by the enemy are written in the scriptures for our admonition and learning (Romans 15:4). However no matter how sinister and deadly the manipulation that the devil brings our way, if we stay with the Lord, victory is sure.

ESSENCE OF DEMONIC MANIPULATION

Genesis 3:1-19; 1 Chronicles 21:1-17; 1 Kings 22:19-28; Matthew 16:21-23; 2 Corinthians 6:1; 1 Timothy 4:1-4

Why does Satan manipulate people? What is his purpose in doing this? What is the essence of demonic manipulation? The ultimate purpose of the devil in demonic manipulation is to deceive and make sure we don’t obey God. The essence of demonic manipulation is:

(1) To frustrate the grace of God in our lives

We must see to it that we don’t receive the grace of God in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1). God’s grace is meant to have a practical outworking in our lives (1 Corinthians 15:10; Titus 2:14).

(2) To nullify the plan and purpose of God for our lives

God’s plan was to get Judas Iscariot to heaven and for him to be part of the twelve apostles whose names will be written in the foundation of the New Jerusalem. However Satan manipulated him and completely nullified this plan of God for his life. His bishopric was taken over by another person (Acts 1:15-26). He betrayed his master, committed suicide and went to hell instead of heaven.

Satan’s goal in demonic manipulation is to destroy God’s purpose for our lives. He wanted to use Peter to persuade Jesus against going to the cross which was God’s purpose for Him (Matthew 16:21-23). He wants to make sure we never inherit the promises of God.

(3) To push us to sin and turn God against us

Satan manipulated Eve to sin and turned God against mankind. Judgement fell upon Adam and Eve and man was cursed. The devil achieved his aim.

Satan manipulated David, caused him to number Israel against God’s will thereby sinning against God and the whole nation suffered terribly for it (1 Chronicles 21:1-23). Demonic manipulation pushes a person to sin so that God can be angry against him.

(4) To lead people to untimely deaths

The lying spirit persuaded Ahab to go and fall in Ramothgilead (1 Kings 22:19-28). Unnecessary travelling and irrational decision to go to Africa has cost many Africans living in the West their lives. It is as if they travelled to go and meet the death already prepared for them.

(5) To make people to strongly believe a lie and live in delusion

Rather than being full of the truth, demonic manipulation leads to preoccupation with false doctrines, strong believe in a lie and error and living in delusion (1 Timothy 4:1-4). The example of the “fishers” who try to build congregations through perverted sex is a case in point. William Branham believed he was the last Elijah. He strongly believed a lie and led his followers astray. The “oneness” churches believe a lie and they are strongly persuaded despite the obvious error.

ESCAPING DEMONIC MANIPULATION

Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; John 8:32,36; Ephesians 4:27; Zechariah 3:1-5; Jeremiah 1:5-19; Proverbs 29:1; 11:14; 12:15; 13:10; 15:22; 20:18; 24:6; Isaiah 55:1-3.

We can escape every trap that the enemy sets for us. We can overcome demonic manipulation. The avenue that God has provided for such is as follows:

(1) Stay close to the written word and The Living Word

Jesus overcame demonic manipulation in His temptation. It is written was His weapon (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). The purpose of the devil was to get Jesus to act independently of God His Father and misuse His God-given anointing for selfish ends like turning stone into bread.

Ignorance always fetters in bondage and it is the surest way to destruction (2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13). The truth that we know has the capacity to set us free. The Living Truth sets free if we know Him and are related to Him and the written truth sets free as well if we truly know it (John 8:32,36).

(2) Submit yourself to God

Stay under the authority of God. Give no place to the devil (Ephesians 4:27). Give no place to the devil whether in your heart like Ananias, Sapphira and Judas (Acts 5:1-11; John 13:2,27) or in your thought like Eve (Genesis 3:1-6). This enables God to work on your behalf (Zechariah 3:1-5; Jeremiah 1:5-19).

(3) Be sensitive to divine warning and spiritual counselling

David was too deaf to the warning of the Lord through those that surround him and the devil manipulated him (1 Chronicles 21:1-7). Ahab will not listen to true prophesy that could have saved his life. He was manipulated by the lying spirit to an untimely death (1 Kings 22:18-26).

Deafness to wise counselling always results in sudden destruction (Proverbs 29:1; 11:14; 12:15; 13:10; 15:22; 20:18; 24:6; Isaiah 55:1-3).

(4) Be fully persuaded of God’s word and promises

Never allow Satan to cast doubt in your mind about the promises of God (2 Corinthians 1:20). God says what He means and He means what He says. Abraham was fully persuaded (Romans 4:17-21; Hebrews 10:23; 11:11). God who has promised is faithful!

Never compromise your christian stand because of the promise of promotion and wealth. God has promised to promote you and bless you and He will fulfil His word in your life (3 John 2; Psalm 35:27; 37:25; 75:6; 118:6; 84:11,12; 60:12; Philippians 4:19).

