ORDAINED FOR A TESTIMONY

Psalm 81:1-7

When Joseph’s brothers plotted to eliminate him, their intention was to nullify his dreams and reduce him to nothing (). Selling him as a slave was a way of getting rid of him. Life in Egypt was not easy – a different language, a different culture, in servitude and bondage and later thrown into the prison.

However God turned Joseph’s situation around and used his plight to give him a flight, his stumbling blocks were turned into stepping stones. In Egypt he became a wonder and a testimony. His circumstances were used to reveal the greatness and the manifold wisdom of our God. His mess became a message, his test became a testimony, his trials were turned into triumphs. Joseph’s circumstances and life were ordained for a testimony.

We are ordained for a testimony. Our ashes will be turned into beauty (Isaiah 61:3). Just like Ruth and Rahab, Abraham and Sarah became testimonies, so will we be. When things are bleak, blank and black, when situations seem to be completely contrary to you and all hope seems lost, remember that you are ordained for a testimony. Never give up until your tests become testimonies, until your bruises become blessings, until your obstacles are turned into opportunities. You are ordained for a testimony!

DECLARATION OF THE SAVIOUR’S LOVE Psalm 81:1-7

Psalm 81:1-7; 30:4; 29:2; 103:1-5; 66:1,2; 95:1-3; 96:1-13; 92:1-5; 98:1; 100:1; 105:1-3; 106:1; 107:1; 111:1; 113:1-3.

This passage gives us a seven-fold command to praise and worship God: (1) Sing aloud unto God our strength; (2) Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob; (3) Take a psalm (song of praise); (4) Bring hither the timbrel; (5) Bring hither the pleasant harp; (6) Bring hither the psaltery; (7) Blow the trumpet at the celebration feast.

Praise is comely for the upright and we ought to praise God for who He is. Our being ought to be completely taken up with divine praise (Psalm 111:1). Our praise in summary is our declaration of the love of God our Saviour that we have enjoyed (Psalm 105:1-5).

The passage also highlights an eight-fold reason why we ought to praise, thank and worship God: (a) It is a statute among God’s people (verse 4; Leviticus 23:24; Numbers 10:10); (b) It is the law of God (verse 4); (c) It is ordained of God (verse 5); (d) He removed the burdens of His people (verse 6); (e) He delivered His people from slavery (verse 6); (f) He answered the prayers of His people for deliverance (verse 7); (g) He delivered His people in the secret place of thunder (verse 7); (h) He provided for His people at the bitter and difficult moments in life (verse 7).

DWELLING IN A STRANGE LAND Psalm 81:5-7

Psalm 81:5-7; 114:1; Exodus 23:9; 22:21; 1 Peter 1:1; 2:11; Hebrews 11:13; Jeremiah 35:7; Deuteronomy 28:49; Isaiah 28:11; 33:19; 1 Corinthians 14:21; Philippians 4:4.

Just like Joseph dwelt in Egypt and heard a language that he didn’t initially understand, so we dwell in a strange and foreign land today among people of a different language, culture, etc.

Backslidden Israel who felt ashamed because of their captivity refused to sing the Lord’s song in a strange land as mere entertainment for their captors (Psalm 137:3,4). However, we are the redeemed of the Lord, we are dwelling in a strange land not because of captivity as a result of divine discipline but because sometimes circumstances beyond our control like Joseph’s have forced us to live here in a foreign land. Whether in Portiphar’s house or in prison we are commanded to sing aloud and to make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. Be like Paul and Silas in prison! (Acts 16:23-26). Ours is not a song to entertain the oppressors but praise to the Almighty God. It is not a melody to human ears but music for divine ears.

Our God is still on the throne. He has not forsaken or forgotten us. Sorrow may endure for the night but joy will come in the morning (Psalm 30:5).

We are pilgrims on earth and we don’t really understand the world – their language of unbelief and ingratitude, their selfishness and godlessness, their self-sufficiency that excludes all that has to do with God.

Dwelling in a strange land is not a reason to be sad and bowed down. Lift up your head. Rejoice in the Lord ALWAYS (Philippians 4:4). Sing aloud and don’t stifle God’s praise in your mouth (Psalm 81:1,2). Make a meaningful, joyful and hopeful noise unto the Lord.

DOMINION THROUGH THE SAVIOUR’S LIBERATION Psalm 81:6,7

Psalm 81:6,7; 60:11,12; 108:12,13; 91:3; Exodus 14:13,14,30; Acts 5:18,19; 12:7; 16:26; Job 5:19; Daniel 6:27; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Corinthians 1:10; 2 Timothy 4:18; 2 Peter 2:9.

God is working out a deliverance and provision for your life that will bring Him a mighty testimony. God wants to make us an exhibit of His power, love and compassion. His touch will change your life forever. He will put a new song in your mouth. You will enjoy dominion through the Lord’s liberation.

God “removed Joseph’s shoulder from the burden”. He went from servitude to royalty, from prison to the palace. God delivered him from gaol so that he could achieve his goal.

God delivered Joseph from menial, oppressive, demeaning tasks – “his hands were delivered from the pots”. Your poverty, sorrow and oppression have an end. God’s deliverance is in sight. You are ordained for a testimony. Your situation may have been tests and trials, they will become testimonies and triumphs. Through God we shall do valiantly for He it is that shall tread down our enemies (Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13). What a mighty God we serve!

