ONLY BELIEVE

Mark 5:22-24,35-43; Luke 8:41,42,49-56

The devil has no respect or regard for social status or position or any similar thing. He strikes at the small as well as the great, the educated as well as the illiterate.

Jairus was a well-respected religious leader in his community, he was “a ruler of the synagogue”. However the devil didn’t spare him or his family. When the devil visited Jairus’ family, disaster struck – the ONLY daughter lay a dying!

However it is instructive to note that Jairus knew where to go for help – He went to Jesus! He didn’t feel ashamed as “a ruler of the synagogue” to go to Jesus. He didn’t go in secret or at night like Nicodemus (John 3:1,2; 19:39). He went during the day, openly and when many people were there (Luke 8:40,41; Mark 5:21,22).

May God give people in our day wisdom and courage to approach Jesus for help when their synagogues offer no help.

REQUEST FOR THE CAPTIVE

Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30; 5:23; Luke 8:41; Nehemiah 2:4; Philippians 4:6; Genesis 18:20-33; Numbers 12:1,2,19-15; Exodus 32:9-14.

Samson was a captive but he could still pray for himself (Judges 16:21,28). However here was a case of a twelve-year-old lying at the point of death – a captive to sickness and death – unable to pray for herself even if she wanted to. Jairus her father made request for her to Jesus (Mark 5:23; Luke 8:41). There will always be people who because of their very weak condition or because of mental insanity or something else who may not be able to make request for themselves, we must represent such at the throne of God. The demoniac of Gadara would have fallen into this category (Mark 5:1-20).

Making request for others is not strange in the experience of Bible characters. The Syrophonecian woman made request on behalf of her daughter that was grievously tormented by the devil (Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30).

Intercession is essentially making request for others. Moses interceded for Miriam and Israel (Numbers 12:1,2,19-15; Exodus 32:9-14). Abraham interceded for Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:20-33).

Jairus’ approach to Jesus was one of reverence – “he fell down at Jesus’ feet” (Luke 8:41). His religious title didn’t make him to be arrogant and unrespectful. We need to come before God with humility and reverence (2 Chronicles 12:6,7).

Jairus besought Jesus GREATLY telling Jesus the situation and asking for divine intervention (Mark 5:23). He had faith that if Jesus will only lay His hands on his sick daughter “she shall live” (Mark 5:23).

God’s question to you today is “For what dost thou make request?” (Nehemiah 2:4). “In everything … let your requests be made known unto God” (Philippians 4:6).

REALITY OF THE CRISIS

Mark 5:23,35,25-34; Luke 8:42,49; 13:16; 7:11-16; John 11:21,32; 5:5; Matthew 15:21-28; 2 Kings 7:2.

Was it that Jairus was trying to put pressure on Jesus by saying that his daughter “lay a dying”? (Luke 8:42). No. The reality of the crisis was soon revealed as some people from Jairus’ house declared: “Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further?” (Mark 5:35).

The case has gone from redeemable to hopeless. “It is easier to heal the sick than to raise the dead” would have been the cynical comment of a community crank.

This resembled the case of Lazarus and echoes the disappointed voice of Mary and Martha: “If thou hadst been here, my brother had not died” (John 11:21,32).

The stark reality of our crisis or crises can sometimes make us to doubt the ability of God if we are not careful to maintain a balanced perspective of the omnipotence of God (2 Kings 7:2). We need to constantly remind ourselves that there is nothing too difficult for God to do (Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:17,27; Numbers 11:23; Job 42:2; Luke 1:37; Matthew 19:26).

Jesus never arrives late. The hopelessness of the situation is not what determines whether His arrival is early or late. Faith in Christ never goes disappointed. Faith in Him is always rewarded (Hebrews 11:6). Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever more. What He did for Jairus, He will do for us (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8). He will turn your cross into a crown, your problems into possibilities, your mountains into miracles.

RESPONSE OF CHRIST

Mark 5:36; 9:22-24; 11:22-24; Luke 8:50; Matthew 9:28; 17:20; 21:22; Hebrews 11:6; James 1:5-8; John 11:40

Right from the initial time that Jairus sought Jesus, Jesus’ response was positive and compassionate. The response of Christ is always that of compassion (Mark 5:19; 9:22-24; Matthew 8:2,3). The scripture records “And Jesus went with him” (Mark 5:23). If you invite Jesus into your heart and home, He will come. He seldom comes unbidden. He doesn’t intrude. Bid Him come and you will experience the glory of His presence (John 14:23; Revelation 3:20).

The sad news of the death of the daughter and the unbelieving undertones in their counsel to Jairus “why troublest thou the Master any further?” would have combined to deal a deadly blow to Jairus.

Jesus’ response again at this time was: (1) QUICK “AS SOON AS Jesus heard the word that was spoken” (Mark 5:36); (2) COMFORTING AND COMPASSIONATE “Be not afraid” (Mark 5:36); (3) ENCOURAGING AND POSITIVE “only believe” (Mark 5:36); (4) REASSURING AND DEFINITE “and she shall be made whole” (Luke 8:50).

What are your problems, difficulties, mountains, impossibilities, hardships, sickness, lacks, etc.? “Be not afraid, only believe”.

RELEASE OF THE CAPTIVE

Luke 8:50,54-56; 4:18; 13:11-13,16; Mark 5:1-20,41-43; 7:24-30; 1 John 3:8; Isaiah 61:1,2; Acts 10:38; John 8:36.

Christ never utters an idle word. He says what He means and He means what He says. He has said that Jairus’ daughter shall be made whole and she was indeed made whole! (Luke 8:50,54-56; Mark 5:41-43).

Whatever God has told us, “it shall be even as it was told us” (Acts 27:25).

Christ came to set the captives of sickness and death free (Luke 4:18). He came to release the prisoners of the devil (Luke 13:11-13,16; Acts 10:38). He came to destroy all the works of the devil (1 John 3:8).

Whatever captivity the devil has put you in, be it demonic oppression (Mark 7:24-30; Acts 10:38), mental insanity (Mark 5:1-20), incurable and chronic diseases (John 5:3,5-12) etc., Jesus has come to set the captives free and if He will set you free, you will be free indeed (John 8:36).

