NOT MADE FOR DEFEAT
When God created man, He meant for man to be a success. God never planned for man to be defeated. God’s mandate to man was “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and have dominion …” (Genesis 1:28). God created man to have dominion (Genesis 1:26). You are not designed for defeat. Don’t program yourself for failure.
God expected the marriage of Adam and Eve to work. There was no provision for divorce in God’s plan (Genesis 2:23-25).

Defeat should be an extinct vocabulary in the dictionary of the redeemed. Whenever we entertain or plan for defeat, our plans will always be compromised, our passion and pace will be measured. We will never apply the full throttle and reach out at full blast and speed.

REFUSAL TO ACCEPT DEFEAT

Genesis 26:12-22; 41:46-57; Psalm 37:24; 118:17; Proverbs 24:10,16; Mark 10:46-52; Exodus 23:26; Deuteronomy 7:14.
Whenever a stray dog decides to make your house its new residence, if you refuse to give it a friendly welcome and you consistently drive it away, in time it will go away. Defeat is like a stray dog that can decide to make your life its new abode. Refuse to accept defeat. Reject it and do all it takes to send it away.
Just as one victory does not make a person a champion, so also one defeat or setback does not make a person a failure.

The Philistines tried to make Isaac’s life miserable. He dug a well and they took it away from him. Isaac refused to accept defeat. He left them and dug another well. They fought over it again and took it away from him. They desecrated Isaac’s inheritance. However Isaac kept on going and digging until he finally got his heart’s desire which he named Rehoboth (Genesis 26:12-22).

Although Joseph went through the most discouraging of situations – from family hatred to the frame-up of a desperate adulteress, he kept on labouring for his breakthrough which eventually came (Genesis 41:51,52). Joseph refused to accept defeat. He was determined to rise to the top.
Is defeat staring you in the face? God is on your side to help you (Psalm 37:24). Refuse to faint in the day of adversity (Proverbs 24:10,16). Refuse to accept death whether from terminal disease or otherwise as your portion (Psalm 118:17). Refuse to accept barrenness as your lot in life (Exodus 23:26; Deuteronomy 7:14). Like Hannah, as you come to Shiloh year after year, believe God for your breakthrough (1 Samuel 1:1-28).
Many people will like to shut you up. But like blind Bartimaeus, cry aloud all the more until your cry comes to ear of Jesus. Refuse to be silenced until you hear the glorious word, “Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee” (Mark 10:46-52).
RISING ABOVE DEFEAT

Isaiah 40:28-31; Jude 20; Habakkuk 2:4; Hebrews 11:32-35; 6:12; Romans 4:17-21; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 2:14
When in life’s journey we hit a seemingly impassable obstacle, this does not mean we have come to the end of the journey. At other times we lack the energy and the passion to carry on, we lack the faith to triumph, we need a new strategy for conquest etc.

Have you experienced a recent setback? Don’t turn a temporary setback into a permanent defeat! The fact that a car didn’t start at the first kick is not an indication that the car cannot perform.
Apart from refusing to accept defeat, determine to rise above every form of setback, triumph over every trouble, turn every desert into fruitful ground, turn every disappointment into God’s appointment, mine gold from your broken dreams.

(1) Wait upon the Lord to renew your strength

Setbacks have a way of sapping our energy, bringing discouragement and demoralizing us. Defeat can disorient and dampen enthusiasm, set in motion apathy and cause a person to go into a kind of stupor. Wait upon the Lord to renew your strength so that you can run and not be weary as well as walk and not faint (Isaiah 40:28-31). This will enable you to have the energy and the courage to confront your situation and win.

(2) Develop your faith to conquest pitch

Build up yourself in your most holy faith, praying I the Holy Ghost (Jude 20). Build your faith to conquest pitch so that you can rise on the wings of faith and fly over every obstacle (Habakkuk 2:4; Hebrews 11:32-35).

REACHING FOR ALL-ROUND DOMINION

Genesis 1:26,28; Psalm 115:16; 8:6; 49:14; 72:8; 2 Corinthians 2:14; Luke 10:19; Romans 8:37; 1 John 5:4; 1 Corinthians 15:57; Job 22:28.
Many people experience victory in many areas of their life but they often live with defeat in some other areas. They have resigned themselves to fate in those areas where they seem not to have breakthrough no matter how hard they try. They often console themselves with the victory they enjoy in those areas.
God’s will for us is an all-round dominion (Genesis 1:26,28). You are not made for defeat in any area of your life. Reach out for an all-round dominion.

