NOAH: THE WORK OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6:5-22; 7:1-24; 8:1-20
Faith without works is truly dead (James 2:17-20,26). The believer can demonstrate his faith by the works it produces (James 2:18). Faith may not be visible. But the work of faith is visible and evident (1 Thessalonians 1:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:11). Electricity may not be visible, but the washing machine that turns, the electric bulb that gives light, the loudspeaker that is blasting are all evidence of the work of electricity. True, scriptural faith is accompanied by exploits, action, deeds. Hebrews chapter eleven bears this out. Faith works itself out in worship, walk, obedience, courage, choices, decisions, exploits, confession, etc.
Specifically, we see the work of faith exemplified in the life of Noah. By faith he built an ark that will survive the flood he has never seen. His faith that resulted in building the ark was the substance of the preservation he was hoping for, the evidence that he believed that the flood he has not seen was surely coming.

BELIEVING GOD’S REPORT

Hebrews 11:7; John 20:24-29; 2 Peter 2:5; Genesis 19:12-14; 5:21; Jude14,15; 2 Kings 7:1-20; 2 Peter 3:3-12; Jeremiah 27:6-8; 28:1-4,10-17; Isaiah 53:1.
“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house” (Hebrews 11:7).

There had not been rain before. Now God was talking of torrential rain that will lead to destructive flooding. Nobody has seen anything like that before. However God warned Noah that for a certainty flood was coming. Noah believed God’s report and made the necessary preparation to escape the consequences of the flood.
This is the main problem of man. Like Thomas, man wants to see before believing. However, blessed are those who have not seen but yet believed (John 20:24-29).

True faith always believes God’s report whether it understands the report or not (John 13:7). It is unbelief that makes an individual to doubt God’s report and this ultimately leads to destruction.

Noah believed God’s report and in turn he proclaimed it to those of his generation. Except his entire household, nobody believed Noah’s report and they ended up being destroyed by the flood (2 Peter 2:5).

The people of Enoch’s time did not believe his report which came through the name he gave to his son Methuselah and his practical preaching (Genesis 5:21; Jude14,15). The people of Lot’s time did not believe his report of God intending to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. He seemed unto them as one that was mocking (Genesis 19:12-14). The king’s assistant did not believe Elisha’s report of coming abundance. He declared that even if God were to open the windows of heaven that Elisha’s prophecy can never come to pass (2 Kings 7:1-20). The people of Jeremiah’s time did not believe his report of their going into captivity and exile. They chose to believe a lie (Jeremiah 27:6-8; 28:1-4,10-17). The people of Peter’s time did not believe their report of Christ’s second coming (2 Peter 3:3-12).

As we stand on the threshold of the twenty first century, though separated by centuries, is our cry not like that of prophet Isaiah: “Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the hand of the Lord revealed” (Isaiah 53:1).

BLUEPRINTS AND GOD’S REQUIREMENT

Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6:14-16,22; 2 Samuel 6:6-11; 18:19-33; Exodus 25:9,40; 26:30; 40:16,19,21-35; Hebrews 8:5; 1 Chronicles 29:19; 2 Chronicles 3:3; 5:1.
True faith does not just believe God’s report, it follows with appropriate, corresponding action. Noah’s faith in God’s word and report moved him to build the ark.

However, we must not run ahead of God. We need instructions and blueprints for the ark we are to construct. Running without a message is fruitless and counterproductive. Zeal without knowledge is dangerous and destructive – Ahimaaz and Uzzah are cases in point (2 Samuel 6:6-11; 18:19-33).

God gave Noah the detailed blueprints of the ark to be built and what goes in:

(1) Build the ark with Gopher wood (Genesis 6:14)
(2) Make rooms in the ark (Genesis 6:14)
(3) Pitch the ark within and without with pitch (Genesis 6:14)
(4) The exact dimensions of the ark were given (300 cubits x 50 cubits x 30 cubits) (Genesis 6:15)
(5) The ark was to be three stories high with door and window (Genesis 6:16)
“Thus did Noah according to ALL that God commanded him, so did he” (Genesis 6:22). Only God has the blueprints of the ark that will survive the flood. Get the blueprints for your ark from Him. And when you have done so, make sure that you build according to God’s specification and pattern as Noah did.
Moses built the tabernacle according to God’s pattern and Solomon built the temple according to the pattern revealed by David (Exodus 25:9,40; 26:30; 40:16,19,21-35; Hebrews 8:5; 1 Chronicles 29:19; 2 Chronicles 3:3; 5:1).

God’s approval and seal can only be obtained if we build according to the divine specifications that we have been given. When Noah finished building the ark, God gave His seal of approval to the work and told Noah to “Come thou and all thy house into the ark” (Genesis 7:1). Noah’s ark was approved because Noah built according to divine pattern (Genesis 6:14-16,22).
God’s glory came to fill the tabernacle because Moses built according to pattern (Exodus 25:9,40; 26:30; 40:16,19,21-35; Hebrews 8:5). God’s glory filled Solomon’s temple because he also built according to pattern (1 Chronicles 29:19; 2 Chronicles 3:3; 5:1).

We can only be guaranteed divine presence and glory in our lives and ministry if we build according to God’s blueprint, specification and pattern as well as with His stipulated materials.

God will only pay for the material He has specified and obtained in the way He has chosen and in the place where He has appointed. He will lead you to where you can obtain Gopher wood to build your ark and He will pay for it.

If you go for self-specified construction materials bought from the devil’s warehouse, God will not pay for them.

BREAKING A GREAT RECORD

Genesis 5:21; 7:6,7; Exodus 12:2,3,6; Joshua 4:19; 5:10; Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; Ephesians 5:16; Romans 12:11; John 9:4; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Proverbs 6:6-8; 1 Corinthians 15:10.
Enoch named his son Methuselah meaning “when he is dead, it shall come” (Genesis 5:21). The idea was that judgement was coming and the timing will be at the death of Methuselah.

God chose Noah to build the ark when he was 500 years old (Genesis 5:32; 6:13-16). Noah was 600 years old when the flood came (Genesis 7:6,7).

Noah built his ark at record speed and was just in time to fulfil Enoch’s prophecy and the dawn of God’s program of judgement. This is better illustrated in a table.

	
	Event
	Year
	Bible References

	1
	The birth of Methuselah
	0
	Genesis 5:21

	2
	The birth of Lamech
	187
	Genesis 5:25

	3
	The Birth of Noah
	369 (i.e. 187 + 182)
	Genesis 5:28,29

	4
	The Call of Noah to build the ark
	869 (i.e. 369 + 500))
	Genesis 5:32; 6:13-16

	5
	The Death of Methuselah & the beginning of the flood
	969 (i.e. 869 + 100)
	Genesis 5:27; 7:6,7


Can God depend on you to deliver the goods on time like Noah? Are we as reliable like Noah? Are we redeeming the time in these evil days? (Ephesians 5:16).

Joshua was prompt in crossing River Jordan so that he was in time for the national observance of the Passover (Exodus 12:2,3,6; Joshua 4:19; 5:10).

There is a time for everything under the sun – a time to work and a time to play (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8). Noah was not slothful in business. Like Jesus, he worked while it was day for the night cometh when no man can work (Romans 12:11; John 9:4; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Proverbs 6:6-8). Like Paul, he laboured more abundantly (1 Corinthians 15:10).

