NOAH: THE WORK OF FAITH II
Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6:5-22; 7:1-24; 8:1-20
The work of faith starts with believing God’s report. Faith will also make us to stay connected with our source and seek divine revelation and insight about what God wants us to do, how He wants us to do it, where He wants us to do it, when He wants us to do it and with what materials He intends for us to do it.

We cannot afford to work with self-generated raw materials, we must work with God-specified material – Gopher wood in this case.

Faith does not abandon knowledge, insight and revelation in the bid to finish early. Knowledge is not a weight but fuel to fire our engine. Faith sticks to divine instruction and builds according to specification and pattern.

Except we manifest our faith according to divine specification and pattern, it will not work. Many have made shipwreck of their faith because they didn’t follow the divine blueprint. Faith works when we work it God’s way.

BUILDING WITH GOD’S RESOURCES

Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6:14-16; Exodus 2:3; 25:10-28,9,40; 26:30; 40:16,19,21-35; Hebrews 8:5; 1 Chronicles 29:19; 2 Chronicles 3:3; 5:1.
In building the ark, there are many lessons that we need to learn that will help us in the work and walk of faith:

(1) God initiated the building of Naoh’s ark

The ark was God’s idea. He was the only one that knew of the coming flood. Noah couldn’t have second guessed it. Only God knows tomorrow. Only Him knows the end from the beginning. Only Him can initiate that which will be to our benefit.

(2) God gave instructions for building the ark

God will not abandon us after initiating the building of the ark. He will give us the necessary blueprints and pattern of the ark as well as guide us through the entire process of construction. God finishes what He starts (when I start I shall make an end). Faithful is He that has called us and started a good work is us who also will do it and complete it (1 Thessalonians 5:24; Philippians 1:6).

(3) The ark was for Noah and others

“Make THEE an ark” (Genesis 6:14). The ark was NOAH’S ark! The ark is YOUR ark even though God is initiating it and guiding the construction. God does not need an ark to survive any flood or storm. Like Jesus, He can walk on water or sleep in the midst of a storm (Matthew 14:25-32; Mark 4:35-41).

The ark you will build is for your benefit and that of your family as well as the animal kingdom. However, except you build the ark to God’s specification, you may never survive the flood and the storms of life.

(4) Use the material specified by God
God specified the type of wood that Noah was to use – Gopher wood. Different arks need different materials and God knows better. Stick to God’s instructions. An ark of bulrushes may be adequate to preserve Moses on the river (Exodus 2:3). An ark of shittim wood is required for the ark of the testimony (Exodus 25:10-28). But only an ark of Gopher wood will stay afloat the flood and survive the coming storm (Genesis 6:14).
Mahogany wood may be readily available, don’t use it. The cedar of Lebanon may be superior in quality, don’t use it. However, we must use Gopher wood because it is commanded by God. Gopher wood may be rare and dear, but that is what we have to use. We have to do all it takes to get Gopher wood. No substitute will do. No withstanding the cost, we must use Gopher wood.

God provides for every project He initiates and supplies resources for every vision He gives.
If God sent you on a mission, He will pay every bill that you incur.

(5) Build decks and make rooms in the ark

The ark was not just to be one huge space. Noah was to divide it into three stories or decks (Genesis 6:16). This implies the lower, middle and upper floors or the elementary, intermediate and advanced floors. Don’t be stagnant in your faith, move towards maturity. Don’t be forever drinking milk at the elementary level, proceed to cracking bones at the advanced level (Hebrews 5:12-14; 6:1-3).

God just told Noah to make rooms. The number of rooms was left to Noah to decide. The more rooms he makes the better. Make rooms in your life – faith, gentleness, goodness, integrity, self-control, knowledge, diligence, etc. Add to your faith virtue, etc. (Galatians 5:22,23; 2 Peter 1:5-10).

(6) Pitch your ark within and without

Noah was to FORTIFY the ark first WITHIN and then WITHOUT. God’s enabling grace works first within and then has a practical outworking. Your first priority should be your inward life, private disposition, heart condition and then later your outward appearance, public reputation and outward action. Fortify both.

When you are fortified within and without, no devil can contend with you. If you are strong in the Lord and in the power of His might, you will be able to withstand the fiery darts of the devil as well as the bombarding storms of people’s negative criticism and opinions.

BUILDING WITH GODLY RESILIENCE

Hebrews 11:7; 12:2,3; Genesis 5:32; 6:14-16; 7:6,7; Proverbs 24:10; 1 Samuel 30:4,6; Galatians 6:9; Judges 8:5; 2 Peter 2:5; 3:3-12; 

From start to finish, the building of the ark took Noah about 100 years (Genesis 5:32; 6:14-18; 7:6,7). Many scoffers and scorners would have constantly and consistently asked Noah where is the flood he said was coming. This is the same way they make a mockery of believers today saying where is the promise of His coming? (2 Peter 3:3-12).

However, Noah kept on building by faith and kept on preaching and warning them until the flood came (2 Peter 2:5). Many would have nicknamed Noah as Mr. Ark and would have been passing cynical comments. However, Noah like Jesus suffered the shame and endured such contradictions of sinners against himself (Hebrews 12:2,3).

Noah possessed so much godly resilience and stamina to carry on. He didn’t get discouraged along the way and therefore abandon the project of building the ark. He kept on keeping on. He didn’t faint in the days of adversity. He encouraged himself in the Lord even though nobody believed him. We must not be weary. We must not give up. Even if faint, we must keep on pursuing (Proverbs 24:10; 1 Samuel 30:4,6; Galatians 6:9; Judges 8:5).

BREAKTHROUGH TO GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS

Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 15:6; Romans 5:2; 10:3-6,10; 3:22-26; 4:1-25; 9:30,31; Philippians 3:9; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23.
“by the which he condemned the world, and became the heir of the righteousness which is by faith” (Hebrews 11:7).

When Noah finished building the ark to God’s specification, God approved it and told him to come into the ark (Genesis 7:1,5). Noah entered the ark and God shut him in and brought judgement on the world (Genesis 7:16). Noah by his action of faith condemned the world for their unbelief. Faith works and acts, unbelief is hesitant and indolent.
Noah by his faith became the heir of God’s righteousness. Faith grants us access into God’s grace and righteousness (Genesis 15:6; Romans 5:2; 10:3-6,10; 3:22-26; 4:1-25; 9:30,31; Philippians 3:9; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23).

