NO ENCHANTMENT AGAINST JACOB

Numbers 23:13-26

Enemies will always rise up against the righteous – both visible and invisible. However we are more than conquerors over all the sinister plans of the enemy.

Israel was encamping in the plains of Moab. Unknown to them, Balak began to plan secretly to curse them (Numbers 22:1,5-14). He hatched the plan though it never worked. Every evil secret gathering against the believer will come to nought (Isaiah 54:15). Every satanic secret plan against the righteous will never work (Genesis 31:22-25,29).

We need to rest assured of the protection of the Lord in our lives. No matter how powerful the enemy, there is no enchantment against Jacob. No matter how strong the alliance the enemies form, eventually they will be scattered (Deuteronomy 28:7; Numbers 24:10-14).

INQUIRY OF SATAN’S REPRESENTATIVE

Numbers 23:17; 2 Timothy 4:3,4; 3:7,8; Jeremiah 37:17; 44:15-17; Ezekiel 14:1-5; 33:30-33; Isaiah 58:1-5; Luke 20:20-26

Balak and his princes stood by the burnt offering that Balak as the king of Moab made to facilitate the cursing of Israel (Numbers 23:15-17). When Balaam returned from his consultation with God, Balak asked a far-reaching, important and explosive question: “What hath the Lord spoken?” (Numbers 23:17).

Satan as the archenemy of God is determined to destroy God’s people (Revelation 12:6-). Balak acting as Satan’s representative and regent now targeted Israel in order to put a curse on them and frustrate the purpose of God for their lives.

Balak was not really interested in what God has spoken. He had a programmed expectation in his mind. He was of the opinion that God will cooperate with his plan of cursing Israel. So he was expecting Balaam  to say that the plan was on course and that Israel will be cursed.

When Balaam eventually told Balak what God has spoken, Balak’s reaction was a mixed reaction, a frustrated response (Numbers 23:25,26).

It is the deception of the human heart and the manipulative inclination of man that was at work in Balak. He wanted Balaam to tell him what he wanted to hear (2 Timothy 4:3,4; 3:7,8; Jeremiah 37:17; 44:15-17; Ezekiel 14:1-5; 33:30-33; Isaiah 58:1-5).

INTEGRITY OF OUR SOVEREIGN REDEEMER

Numbers 23:19; Joshua 1:3,5; 21:45; 23:14; 1 Kings 8:56; 2 Kings 10:10; Ezekiel 12:25; Isaiah 55:10,11; 2 Corinthians 1:20

God redeemed Israel from Egypt, the house of bondage, in order to bless them. He promised Israel that He will bring them into the land of Canaan that is flowing with milk and honey.

God has both the ability and the capability, the capacity as well as the willingness to make good His promises. He is a God of integrity. He says and performs (Joshua 1:3,5; 21:45; 23:14; 1 Kings 8:56; 2 Kings 10:10; Ezekiel 12:25; Isaiah 55:10,11; 2 Corinthians 1:20).

God earlier told Balaam what to say to Balak (Numbers 23:15,16). Now that Balak specifically asked what the Lord has spoken, Balaam now told him all: “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He not do it? Or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19).

God is faithful. He will fulfil that which He has promised you. He is a God of integrity. He can be trusted. He never lies (Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18). He says what He means and means what He says. He will not redeem you and then abandon you. He will bless you.

IMPOSSIBILITY OF SATANIC REVERSAL

Numbers 23:20,7,8,11,12,25,26; 24:9,1,10,12,13; 6:22-27; Isaiah 3:10; Genesis 12:3; 27:29; Psalm 23:5; Deuteronomy 23:4,5

Integrity of God is not the only thing that God declared to Balaam. He also told him to tell Balak of the futility of his plan, the foolishness of his course of action to curse Israel: “Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it” (Numbers 23:20).

God can never tell a prophet to curse His faithful people. He can only command them to bless: “Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him; for they shall eat the fruit of their doings” (Isaiah 3:10). Other examples of this abound in the scriptures (Numbers 6:22-27; 1 Peter 3:9; Romans 12:14).

Balak has hired Balaam to curse the children of Israel but Balaam has been sent by God to bless them. Balak has commissioned Balaam to curse but God has commanded Balaam to bless (Numbers 22:6; 23:7,8,20). Balaam will rather obey God than man (Numbers 23:11,12,25,26). However if Balaam chooses to obey man rather than God, God will enforce the commandment and Balaam will bless (Numbers 24:1,10,12,13; Deuteronomy 23:4,5).

God has blessed and no man however powerful can reverse it. God has enriched, no demon no matter his hierarchy can stop it. The Lord has prepared a table before His people and even Satan our archenemy can do nothing about it.

God has stamped the impossibility of satanic reversal on our blessing. The blessing is permanent and rooted. 

IMMUNITY FOR THE RIGHTEOUS

Numbers 23:21-24; Isaiah 54:14-17; 59:19; Genesis 31:24,29; Psalm 58:6-8; Zechariah 3:1-5; Revelation 12:13-17

What did Balak expect God to say? He wasn’t prepared for what he was hearing. Balaam went further and declared more to Balak of what God has said:

(1) Israel is clean and righteous (Numbers 23:21)

“God has not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel” (Numbers 23:21). Therefore there is no basis of cursing Israel (Proverbs 26:2).

(2) The presence of God abides upon Israel (Numbers 23:21)

“The Lord his God is with him” (Numbers 23:21). Therefore to curse Israel is impossible, to reverse their blessing is impracticable. 

(3) Israel is a victorious, conquering nation (Numbers 23:21,22,24)

They are a confident lot: “the shout of a king is among them” (Numbers 23:21). They are free and strong (Numbers 23:22). Like a lion, they never rest till total victory is won (Numbers 23:24).

(4) There is perfect immunity for the righteous (Numbers 23:23)

“SURELY there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel” (Numbers 23:23).

