NO BALM IN GILEAD?

Jeremiah 8:22

The world is such that some products are associated with some places like the cedar of Lebanon, etc. In like manner we have the balm of Gilead which was world famous in ancient times. The balm was exported all over the world because of the medicinal properties in enabling wounds to heal fast.

People put so much faith in it that not to be healed after applying the balm of Gilead is to give up on the wound. It is like a hopeless case.

This was the background to prophet Jeremiah’s question about there being no balm in Gilead as to warrant the present situation. However we thank God that there is balm in our Gilead and the physician there is alive and active.

REASONS FOR ABIDING SORROW

Jeremiah 8:18-22; 9:1; 14:19,20; Proverbs 13:12; 12:25; Judges 6:13; Psalm 30:5; 43:5; 42:5,6,11; Lamentations 1:12.

Jeremiah the prophet was sorrowful and he had no strength or the courage to comfort himself. He felt like a lawyer fighting a lost case. His reasons for abiding sorrow are made plain in the passage:

(1) The incessant pain and tears of God’s people who were in captivity in a far country (Jeremiah 8:19).

(2) The apparent loss of divine presence with all its attendant blessings  (Jeremiah 8:19).

(3) The opportunity for salvation has come and gone with no discernible effect or benefit on them  (Jeremiah 8:20).

(4) The lingering hurt, sicknesses and problems of God’s people that have defied even the most effective and proven solution  (Jeremiah 8:21,22).

Jeremiah’s hopes have been shattered. His expectations for God’s people have not been realised. Hope delayed always causes the heart to be sick, sad, heavy and sorrowful (Proverbs 13:12; 12:25).

RECORD OF AN ANCIENT SOLUTION

Isaiah 38:1,21; Genesis 37:25; 43:11; Jeremiah 8:22; 46:11; 51:8; Ezekiel 27:17; Job 13:4; Matthew 9:12.

No doubt in ancient times, there were different solutions for different ailments (Isaiah 38:1,21).

However the “balm of Gilead” seems to occupy a special place for its medicinal qualities which was supposedly highly effective. This balm (Hebrew: tsori) was an odoriferous resin obtained from a tree in Gilead and exported from Palestine to all places. It was used as an ointment for the healing of wounds (Genesis 37:25; Jeremiah 8:22; 46:11; 51:8; Ezekiel 27:17).

The physicians of Gilead seemed to be effective and not like those that Job referred to as physicians of no value (Job 13:4; Matthew 9:12).

REASONS FOR ABIDING SICKNESSES

Jeremiah 8:22; 14:19,20; 2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; Luke 22:31-34; John 8:32,36; 5:14; James 4:2,3; Ezekiel 36:37; 1 Peter 3:7; Matthew 18:19; Psalm 66:18; 119:67; Galatians 5:1; 1 Peter 5:8.

Jeremiah the prophet was puzzled as to the reasons for abiding sicknesses in the lives of God’s people. “Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there?” If the answer to the two questions is a positive yes, “why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?” What a sound and logical conclusion! This is a justified query. Has the balm ceased to exist? Has the balm of Gilead lost its effectiveness? Has the physician lost his skills?

We can also ask the same questions and be as puzzled today. Has God’s power diminished? Don’t we have a Great Physician in the person of Jesus? Has the blood of Jesus lost its cleansing, protective and healing power? Why then are so many in the church sick, fettered, bound, afflicted, oppressed and in prison?

We may not be in position to answer for Israel but we can answer for ourselves:

(1) Ignorance of the devil’s devices, strategies, manipulations (2 Corinthians 2:11; Luke 22:31-34).

(2) Lack of the knowledge that brings healing, health, deliverance and dominion (John 8:32,36; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13).

(3) Prayerlessness or praying without arresting heaven’s attention (James 4:2,3; Ezekiel 36:37; 1 Peter 3:7; Matthew 18:19; Psalm 66:18; John 9:31).

(4) Sinful living and compromise will always lead to defeat (Psalm 119:67; Zechariah 3:1-5; Numbers 23:20-23; 25:1-5; Isaiah 59:1,2).

(5) Neglecting personal responsibility in keeping the healing (Galatians 5:1; John 5:14; 1 Peter 5:8).

REALITY OF ADEQUATE SOLUTION

Jeremiah 8:22; Exodus 15:26; 23:25,26; Hebrews 13:5,6; 4:14-16; 1 John 3:8; Acts 10:38; 1 Peter 5:7.

“Is there no balm in Gilead?” To that question we can confidently and joyfully reply that there is balm in Gilead. “Is there no physician there?” To this we can emphatically declare that the Great Physician is there. He has promised to heal us (Exodus 15:26; 23:25,26). The Lord is indeed our helper (Hebrews 13:6).  Christ came to bless us, help us, heal us and bring us full freedom (1 John 3:8; Acts 10:38; Hebrews 4:14-16). There is no need to fret. There is adequate solution in Christ. You can cast your burdens upon Him for He cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). 

“The Great Physician Now Is Near”

1. The great Physician now is near,

    The sympathising Jesus,

    He speaks the drooping heart to cheer,

    Oh, hear the voice of Jesus.

Chorus:


Sweetest note in seraph song,


Sweetest name on mortal tongue,


Sweetest carol ever sung,

Jesus blessed Jesus.

2. Your many sins are all forgiven,

     Oh, hear the voice of Jesus;

   Go on your way in peace to Heaven,

    And wear a crown with Jesus.

3. All glory to the dying Lamb! 

     I now believe in Jesus;

     I love the blessed Saviour’s name,

     I love the name of Jesus.

4. His name dispels my guilt and fear,

    No other name but Jesus,

    Oh! How my soul delights to hear

    The precious name of Jesus.

