MOVING FROM BONDAGE TO FREEDOM
Many people have remained in bondage far longer than necessary because they do not know the way out of bondage. However the signposts are clear. The mileposts are instructive and following their direction cannot but bring freedom.

The pathway to freedom is clearly marked in the scriptures. In episode after episode, the same strategy is enacted, the principles are re-applied with tremendous success.

These principles are preserved for our benefit (Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11). The strategy that worked for them can work for us as well for God is not a partial God and the principles are universal and timeless (Romans 4:23).

CRYING TO THE OMNIPOTENT

Exodus 1:11,12; 3:7-10; Judges 3:9-11,15; 4:3,4; 6:7-14; 2:18; 2 Chronicles 20:1-25; 32:1-1,20-22;  Psalm 121:1,2.
Most people when they are in bondage make one of two mistakes:
(1) They cry in desperation and frustration. Their cry is not directed to anybody in particular (Genesis 21:16; Micah 4:9).

(2) Others cry to man in search of help. But even kings are incapable of providing the needed help (2 Kings 6:26,27; Psalm 118:8,9).

The surest way of moving from bondage to freedom is crying to the omnipotent God who has all the power and resources and is ever ready and willing to help us.

Israel under Egyptian bondage cried to the Lord and God responded to their cries. The Exodus was the result (Exodus 1:11,12; 3:7-10).

During the period of the Judges, whenever Israel cried unto the Lord, God raised up a deliverer to get them out of oppression (Judges 3:9-11,15; 4:3,4; 6:7-14; 2:18). Jehoshaphat cried unto the Lord for help. Hezekiah cried to the Lord for deliverance. They were heard (2 Chronicles 20:1-25; 32:1-1,20-22).

We cannot rely on the arms of flesh. We cannot go to Egypt for help. We must look unto the hills from whence cometh our help. Our help comes from God (Jeremiah 17:5,6; Isaiah 31:1-3; Psalm 121:1,2).  Our crying must be to the omnipotent if we ever desire to move from bondage to freedom. 

God does not just hear the cry of just anybody no matter how shackled or oppressed. It has to be the cry of the saved (Proverbs 1:28-33; Psalm 30:2,3; 50:15).

CONFRONTATION OF THE OPPRESSOR

Judges 3:14-30; 4:3-24; 7:1-25; 11:14-33; Esther 7:6-10; 1 Timothy 6:12; Joshua 6:1-20; 1 Samuel 17:40-52
After we have cried unto the Lord, the Lord will start us on a journey to freedom. The first milepost on that journey is confronting the oppressor. After Israel cried unto the Lord in Egypt, there was the necessity of confronting Pharaoh so that he can let Israel go ().

Ehud had to confront Eglon the king of Moab (Judges 3:14-30). Deborah and Barak had to confront Jabin and Sisera (Judges 4:3-24). Gideon had to confront the Midianites (Judges 7:1-25). Jephthah had  to confront the king of Ammon (Judges 11:14-33).

When we confront the oppressor, the pressure begins to mount, the oppressive structures begin to weaken and gravitate towards crumbling. This is what mass protests do to the regimes of dictators.

Haman’s structure of oppression began to crumble the moment Esther confronted him before the king saying “The adversary and the enemy is this wicked Haman” (Esther 7:6-10).

We must rise up and confront the enemy and fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12). When we confront our walls of Jericho, they will come tumbling down. When we confront Goliath, he will be slain (Joshua 6:1-20; 1 Samuel 17:40-52).

CAPITALIZING ON OPPORTUNITIES

Exodus 12:29-41; Acts 12:5-11; 16:23-30; 2 Samuel 5:23-25; Judges 3:19-30; 1 Samuel 17:45-52; 1 Kings 19:15-17; 20:38-42.
During the process of confronting the oppressor, significant moments of breakthrough will come. It is then our lot to capitalize on those opportunities. There comes a time when an opening comes and we need to strike, to take advantage of the opportunity.

The night that Egypt experienced the deaths of their firstborn, they forcefully ejected Israel from their land. Israel took advantage of the opportunity and that was their exodus (Exodus 12:29-41).

When the prison door opens, don’t sit there looking, rise up and get out (Acts 12:5-11; 16:23-30). When you hear the sound of agoing at the top of the mulberry trees, bestir yourself and strike the enemy (2 Samuel 5:23-25). When Eglon rises up to hear the special message from God, strike (Judges 3:19-30). When Goliath falls down, God has given you the opportunity to cut off his head, run and do so and victory will be yours (1 Samuel 17:45-52).
When God delivers Benhadad into your hand, capitalize on the opportunity. Don’t let him escape (1 Kings 19:15-17; 20:38-42). Don’t spare Agag. Hew him to pieces (1 Samuel 15:7,8,20,32,33).
CONQUERING THROUGH OBEDIENCE

John 5:1-14; 8:1-11; Galatians 5:1; 1 John 5:18; 1 Peter 3:13; Isaiah 1:19; Luke 11:28; Deuteronomy 28:1-13.
When God has graciously moved us from bondage to freedom, we can only remain conquerors through obedience. The victory we get by grace, we can only keep by obedience (John 5:1-14; 8:1-11). We cannot continue in sin and expect that the grace of triumph will continue (Romans 6:1,2).
Disobedience will bring a person back into bondage again. We need to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free (Galatians 5:1). An obedient and righteous life will keep the devil away (1 John 5:18; 1 Peter 3:13).

