MOSES: THE DECLARATION AND CHOICE OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:24-27
Our declaration and choices affect our destiny as well as that of those associated with us. Moses’ declaration and choice of faith altered the balance of things – it shook Egypt to its very foundation, brought deliverance from bondage to Israel, hastened the fulfillment of God’s covenant with Abraham and gave the world divine revelation in written form (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).

Faith makes declarations as to identity and purpose (Hebrews 11:14,13; 2 Corinthians 4:13) and makes far-reaching choices that either bless or blight.. 

REFUSAL OF SENSUAL PRIVILEGE

Hebrews 11:24; Proverbs 16:19; Genesis 39:1-20; Proverbs 1:10-17; 7:5-27; 16:29; 1 Kings 13:1-33; Daniel 3:1-30.
“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” (Hebrews 11:24).

Moses’ refusal and renunciation of sonship of Pharaoh’s daughter closed the door to the possible kingship of Egypt. It was essentially the forfeiture of great prestige, privilege and human honour.

Moses declared himself an Israelite and not an Egyptian. He renounced his adoption. He calimed to be born a lowly Hebrew and not a royal Egyptian. He was content to take his place with the lowly than to divide the spoil with the proud (Proverbs 16:19).
Moses’ declaration and choice were based on faith and can only be understood on the platform of faith. Moses’ decision beats all carnal imagination and looks foolish from human perspectives. Carnal reasoning could have made several propositions and suggested several alternatives:

(1) Accept to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter and use the position to reform Egypt.

(2) Bid your time as a royal prince. When you become the next king, set the Israelites free from slavery and allow them to go back to their promised land.

(3) Use your present position as a royal prince with influence to lessen the oppression of the Hebrews.

(4) Accept the prestige of being a royal prince so as to escape much affliction and suffering and possibly siphon funds to help the Hebrews.

Moses knew his personal history. He knew that God preserved him to deliver Israel from Egypt. To remain in Egypt’s palace when God wanted him to lead Israel out of Egypt will be unbelief and disobedience to God. By faith he refused the sensual privilege and prestige. Only bold faith in God can make us reject Satan’s scholarship to greatness.

REJECTION OF SINFUL PLEASURES

Hebrews 11:25; 1 Corinthians 7:31; Exodus 23:2; 1 John 2:15-17; Romans 13:14; 1 Timothy 5:6; James 5:5,6; 1 Peter 4:1-5.
“Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Hebrews 11:25).

Moses as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter could have abused his royal privilege. He could have been defiling maid servants in the royal palace. He could have been fornicating with all sorts of ladies in the empire without any consequence. Wining and dinning in banquets and parties will know no end. Royal indulgences will be his stock in trade.
However Moses chose to reject these sinful pleasures which are only for A SEASON. Sinful pleasures are only for a season! They will soon pass away (1 Corinthians 7:31). However, the consequences of sinful living are for ALL ETERNITY. How can we ever compare the pleasure from one hour of fornication with the suffering of unending years in hell fire? Beware! Be wise!

Moses’ refusal to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter meant that he also forfeited the trappings of wealth, popularity, national attention and recognition that he could have commanded or been accorded. He lost the power and influence over Egyptian rank and file as well as enjoying the “best” that money can provide in the royal palace.

Moses could have been deaf to the voice and call of the Almighty if he listened to carnal reasoning and Satan’s suggestions. The high position in the palace, power and influence in the greatest empire at that time, the pride, popularity and prosperity from such a position could have clouded his vision of being a deliverer for lowly Israel. But by faith he rejected the sinful pleasures of Egypt and accepted rather to suffer with God’s people.

Scriptural faith conquers the flesh and its sensual passions, the world and its sinful pleasures, Satan and his sinister suggestions and temptations.

REPROACH OF SPIRITUAL PASSION

Hebrews 11:25,26,36-38; 10:34; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 12:10; 1 Kings 18:21; Matthew 6:24; 5:10-12; 1 Peter 4:12-16; Psalm 69:9; Romans 15:3; 5:3-5; Acts 5:41; Luke 6:22,23; Colossians 1:24.
“Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God” (Hebrews 11:25).
“Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt” (Hebrews 11:26).

There is both a negative and a positive aspect to the decision of faith as exhibited by Moses. First a “refusing”, then a “choosing” (Hebrews 11:24,25), and that order is unchanging. It is our refusal of the things of the world and our choosing the things of the Lord which identifies us as the children of God (2 Corinthians 4:17; Ephesians 4:28).

We refuse and reject sin before we can choose and embrace righteousness. We reject Satan before we can accept Christ. It is impossible to halt between two opinions. It is either Christ or Belial, light or darkness, God or Satan. There is no neutral ground. You cannot serve God and mammon (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Kings 18:21; Matthew 6:24).

Two options were open before Moses and he had to make a choice: the reproach of Christ versus the treasures in Egypt (Hebrews 11:26). What a stark contrast! Moses weighed what Egypt had to offer against what God offered. He considered God’s offer in the light of eternity and saw that it was infinitely superior in every way.

The world will hate us because of our allegiance with Christ. Spiritual passion brings reproach. The prophets of old were persecuted, mocked, scourged, etc. The apostles of Christ were treated in similar fashion. The world is averse to righteousness and therefore will do all in its power to make a mockery of it. Happy is the believer that suffers persecution. True faith will triumph over satanic persecution and will like Paul glory in reproaches (Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Peter 4:12-16; Psalm 69:9; Romans 15:3; 5:3-5; Acts 5:41; Luke 6:22,23; Colossians 1:24; Hebrews 10:34; 11:36-38; 2 Corinthians 12:10).

REWARD OF SAINTLY PARTICIPATION

Hebrews 11:26; 6:10; 2 Chronicles 15:7; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 3:14; Colossians 3:23,24; Matthew 25:21,23; 1 Peter 5:1-4.
“for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward” (Hebrews 11:26).

Moses was mindful of the reward of serving God. He could decide for Egypt and enjoy the physical, temporal rewards of Egypt or he could decide for God and enjoy the spiritual and permanent rewards of heaven. He could labour for Egypt and receive the ephemeral and visible rewards of mortal man or he could work for God and receive the eternal and invisible rewards of the immortal God.

He chose to serve God and receive the reward of saintly participation in God’s program of redemption for Israel.

