MANIFESTING AUTHORITY OVER DEMONS

There is unhealthy fear of demons among believers at large. This fear stems from the lack of a proper understanding of the nature and activities of demons.

Demons are disembodied spirits seeking for a physical habitation especially in the bodies of men and animals. They are fallen angels that followed Satan in his rebellion against God.

Christ’s victory on the cross is the basis of their defeat. Demons can be cast out today in the name of Jesus (Luke 10:17; Mark 9:38; 16:17).

Casting out demons is one of the signs that are meant to follow the believer (Mark 16:17). If you are a believer, you have the right and the privilege of manifesting authority over demons. Don’t be mesmerized by demons any more. Rise up and walk in your calling.

NETWORK OF AFFLICTING DEMONS

1 Kings 22:20-23; Luke 13:10-17; 8:2; Acts 16:16-18; Matthew 12:43-45; 15:21-28; Mark 9:14-23; 5:1-20.

Demons operate singly as well as in a network. One demon (the spirit of infirmity) bound a woman over for eighteen years (Luke 13:10-17). One demon (python – the spirit of divination and fortune telling) possessed the girl in Philippi (Acts 16:16-18). The demon that persuaded Ahab to go and fight in Rmothgilead was a lying spirit (1 Kings 22:20-23).

However there are times and situations when demons work in co-operation and jointly afflict a person. The bondage unleashed on the person will be the aggregate of the bondage that each would have unleashed on the individual had he been present alone. The last state of such people are always worse (Matthew 12:43-45).

Christ cast out seven demons from Mary Magdalene (Luke 8:2). The demoniac of Gadara had thousands of demons residing within him (Mark 5:1-20).

NURTURE OF AUTHORITY OVER DEMONS

Mark 16:17; Luke 10:17-19; 9:1; Ephesians 2:6; 1 John 4:4; Philippians 2:9-11; James 4:7; Revelation 12:11; 2 Corinthians 2:11.

The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness of thereof (Psalm 50:12; 24:1). He has given it to men (Psalm 115:16). Satan and his demons are ruthless intruders (Revelation 12:10-13). We can exercise our God-given authority and dominion as princes to bind them and cast them out.

(1) Authority over demons is conferred

It is the Lord who confers the irrevocable and unchallengeable authority over demons to those He has sent (Luke 9:1). He has given us the use of His name to cast out demons (Mark 16:17; Luke 10:17-19). When the Lord sends, He equips. He has sent us and given us this authority.

(2) A clear understanding of our identity and authority is essential

A traffic policeman can confront and stop any motorist because he has a clear understanding of his identity, duties and authority. We also need to understand our place, position, power and authority in Christ. We are seated together with Christ in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6). Greater is He that is within us than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4). At the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE shall bow and EVERY TONGUE shall confess that Jesus is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11). The blood of Jesus is a mighty tool against the enemy (Revelation 12:11).

(3) Righteous living and obedient lifestyle is mandatory

Christ always obeyed His Father (John 8:29), “which of you convinceth me of sin”? Was His bold question to His accusers (John 8:46). “The prince of this world cometh and hath nothing in me” was His parting word to His disciples (John 14:30). His righteous life gave Him courage and boldness to deal ruthlessly with demons (Proverbs 28:1). Righteousness make prayer effective (1 John 3:22). Obedience engineers God to work on our behalf (2 Corinthians 10:6) Be subject to the authority of God.

(4) Understanding of the enemy’s position is paramount

Effectiveness in warfare is only possible when we have a clear understanding of the position of the enemies – the strength, the tools and ammunition available to the enemy, etc.

The tools available to demons are lying, ignorance, fear, intimidation, etc. Satan their master is the greatest liar that ever lived (John 8:44). We are not ignorant of the devices of the devil (2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13). The truth we know sets us free (John 8:30,32).

The defeat of Satan is an accomplished fact (Colossians 2:15; Romans 16:20). Demons know that they are defeated and that they are always subject to the believer through the name of Jesus (Luke 10:17; Mark 16:17; 9:38).

(5) We must act and move with the courage and confidence of faith

We deal with demons with boldness. We bind them and cast them out of their habitation in faith knowing they have no option. Never entertain any fear of them possessing you. Doubt and uncertainty in the heart will lead to failure in casting out demons (James 1:5-8; Mark 11:23,24).

Resist the devil in the courage and confidence of faith and he has no other option but to flee (James 4:7).

