MAKING AND MAINTAINING THE RIGHT CONFESSION
There are many pronouncements today that look and sound like the confession of faith. However they are like the fake imitation of the genuine article (1 Kings 14:26,27). They do not possess the inherent power to deliver that which they promise because there is nothing backing them up. They are the brilliant expressions emanating from the brilliant minds of fallen men. A whole area of psychology is devoted to this – self talk, positive thinking and positive speaking, etc.
In as much as God has created some natural laws within the universe, these things work to some extent in the natural realm. However, the confession of faith works in the supernatural arena and puts God’s resources at our disposal.

The discerning believer must learn to carefully distinguish between the two. Only through this can we learn to make and maintain the right confession that is acceptable by God, backed by God because it is based upon His word and will obtain the results promised to the confession of faith.

ACCEPTANCE OF GOD’S WILL

James 4:6-10; 1 Peter 5:5,6; Proverbs 3:34; Romans 12:1,2; Hebrews 5:7; Luke 22:42; Psalm 50:16-23; Romans 5:2.
God resists the proud but gives more grace to the humble (James 4:6-10; 1 Peter 5:5,6; Proverbs 3:34). We have access into God’s grace by faith (Romans 5:2; Hebrews 4:14-16).

Submission to God and acceptance of God’s will is the basis of relating with God as Father and it forms the foundation for the confession of faith. Christ was heard because of His submission (Hebrews 5:7). Making and maintaining the right confession starts with this submission and total surrender.
The christian life starts with total commitment of our whole life to God (Romans 12:1,2; Hebrews 5:7; Luke 22:42; Psalm 50:16-23). The sinner cannot take God’s covenant in his mouth except as it relates to repentance and salvation (Psalm 50:16; Luke 18:13). The sinner’s confession of faith is an empty confession. Confession is saying the same thing as God says in His word. It has its basis in a relationship. Children of God speak the same thing as their Father. However the sinner is a child of the devil (John 8:44).
Definite conversion and total commitment is at the root of making the confession of faith that counts and gets results.

“Until we renounce our own will and submit to God’s, we have no scriptural basis upon which to claim the answers to our prayers or benefits of our salvation” (Derek Prince).

AGREEMENT WITH GOD’S WORD

Lamentations 3:37; 2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10; 118:17; 23:1; Romans 10:8-10; Isaiah 3:10; 3 John 2; Luke 10:19; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 13:5,6.
The confession of faith has its basis in God’s word. Our confession must always agree with God’s word. Speaking nice phrases is not enough. Making positive confession that sounds great is not sufficient. Our confessions must be based on God’s eternal, unchanging word.
There is so much positive thinking phrases going around today that are just psychological gimmicks to prop up the mind. Positive mental attitude and successful achievement philosophies abound that can masquerade as the confession of faith. However, the discerning christian will make a difference between catchy, encouraging phrases emanating from the brilliant minds of fallen men and the undisputable word of the eternal God that forms the basis of the christian’s confession of faith. Many times they look alike and even sound alike but are as removed from one another as heaven is removed from the earth.

Napoleon Hill, Clement Stone, Vincent Norman Peale and many other writers have written helpful positive thinking materials. However, we must not confuse their statements and assertions with the confession of faith.
“We are not free to “confess” just anything that we ourselves arbitrarily imagine or desire. Our confession must be kept within the limits of God’s written word. Any kind of confession that is not based directly on scripture can easily develop into wishful thinking or fanaticism.

If confession is perverted, it can lead to abuses which are spiritually dangerous. For instance, it may degenerate into “mind-over-matter” type of approach. Such an approach was taught by the French Philosopher Coue, whose remedy for life’s problems was to keep repeating, “Every day and in every way I’m getting better and better” ” (Derek Prince).

Confession (homologeo) is saying the same thing as God has said in His word. It is agreeing with God in our pronouncements, assertions and proclamations.
 “Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not?” (Lamentations 3:37). We are guaranteed of results when we say what God has said. True, scriptural confession of faith is saying what God has said in His word (2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10; 118:17; 23:1; Romans 10:8-10; Isaiah 3:10; 3 John 2; Luke 10:19; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 13:5,6).
APPROACHING IT GOD’S WAY

Romans 5:2; 4:16; 10:8-10; 2 Corinthians 9:8; 6:1; Psalm 104:28; Proverbs 3:34; 1 Peter 5:5; James 4:6; Hebrews 4:14-16.
Confession works when we approach it God’s way. Faith in the heart will lead to confession in the mouth. However, faith claims that which grace makes available. We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand (Romans 5:2). God is able to make ALL grace abound towards us (2 Corinthians 9:8). God is able to give us MORE grace if we remain humble (Proverbs 3:34; 1 Peter 5:5; James 4:6). We are encouraged not to receive the grace of God in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1).
“Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace” (Romans 4:16). God’s order is always grace followed by faith and then confession. This is God’s way. He gives, we gather (Psalm 104:28). Grace gives, faith receives and the mouth confesses (Romans 5:2; 10:8-10).

Confession of faith is rooted in God’s grace. Faith appropriates that which grace makes available. We can only get results when we approach the confession of faith God’s way.

