LOOSED AT MIDNIGHT

Acts 16:16-25

God is the God of every time. He can loose in the morning, afternoon or night. He is not limited by times and seasons. However the disciples were loosed at midnight in this incident because that was the time they prayed and praised and God’s presence came down to bear upon their situation and predicament.

Just like every great storm needs a great faith to bring about a great calm (Mark 4:35-41), so also the terrible imprisonment needed a great earthquake to bring about a great freedom.

The disciples were thrust “into the INNER prison” and the jailor (warder) “made their feet FAST in stocks” (Acts 16:24). They were put in a maximum-security prison that had not just a foundation but FOUNDATIONS! (Acts 16:26). The enemy thought this was sufficient to keep them SAFE in his prison (Acts 16:23), but God came to loose them at midnight!

SATANIC FURY AND PERSECUTION

Acts 16:16-24; 4:1-21; 5:15-29; 13:6-13,48--51; 18:4-11; 19:22-41; Luke 13:10-17; John 5:10-13; 9:15-17; Mark 5:13-17; 

Paul’s ministry in the region of Macedonia had been met with some success as conversions have been recorded (Acts 16:9-15). However as they went to prayer, a new chapter started. A demon-possessed girl began telling “the truth” about Paul’s team in order that this might lend credence to her activities. Paul cast out the evil spirit after a few days of the continuous demonic manifestation (Acts 16:16-18). This was the beginning of satanic fury and persecution.

Rather than rejoice in the girl’s spiritual freedom, her guardians were angry because their source of financial gain has evaporated. They would rather make money than having the girl freed and delivered. They instigated the city to mount a fiery persecution for Paul’s team (Acts 16:19-24).

The advancement of the gospel is always attended with satanic persecution. Deliverance to the captives always incense the devil and his oppressive band (Luke 13:10-17; John 5:10-13; 9:15-17).

SAINTLY FAITHFULNESS TO PRAY

Acts 16:16,25; James 5:13,14; 4:2,3; Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Colossians 4:2; Philippians 4:6; Ephesians 6:18.

Though their clothes have been torn to pieces, their bodies racked with pain as a result of the excessive beatings and now physically inconvenient because of their prison condition, yet Paul and Silas were not the kind to be engrossed in self-pity or sending queries to God (Acts 16:19-24).

Rather than sending queries to God, they decided to pray to God. Rather than sing of their troubles, they decided to sing of Christ’s triumph. They were not ashamed to pray and sing. Their worship was not a silent one for the scripture records: “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and THE PRISONERS HEARD THEM” (Acts 16:25). Don’t be ashamed of the gospel. Proclaim it for all to hear. Whatever the situation, pray and praise anyhow. Let the earth hear. Declare God’s goodness among the people.

Paul and Silas demonstrated their saintly faithfulness in praying and commitment to prayer despite their physical condition. We ought to pray and not to faint. Prayer is the key that opens doors. The devil never likes us to pray. All the problems in this story started “as we went to prayer” (Acts 16:16).

SHAKEN FOUNDATIONS OF THE PRISON

Acts 16:26; 4:31; Matthew 28:2; 27:51-54; Revelation 6:12-17; Joshua 6:20; Isaiah 6:4; 24:18; Ezekiel 38:20. 

God inhabits the praises of His people. Prayer moves the hand of Him that moves the world and praise brings down the presence of God: “And SUDDENLY there was a great earthquake” (Acts 16:26).

Prayer and praise will make God to SUDDENLY break through into our situation. Ours is a God of the SUDDENLY. He will SUDDENLY reach out to you, SUDDENLY deliver you from bondage, SUDDENLY grant you your heart’s desire.

The earthquake that came was not a normal or mild one, it was a GREAT earthquake. It was great enough to shake whatever needs to be shaken. Great enough to uproot the imposing walls of Jericho. Great enough “so that the FOUNDATIONS of the prison were shaken” (Acts 16:26).

Ordinarily, one prison should have one foundation. However this passage speaks of “FOUNDATIONS … WERE…”. There seemed to be several layers and multiple foundations. Every layer of foundational bondage in your life will be uprooted. The foundations be they many will come crashing down and become rubbles.

SURE FREEDOM FOR ALL PRISONERS

Acts 16:26; 10:38; Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Psalm 142:7; 146:7; 116:16; 107:10,14; Isaiah 42:7; 49:9; 61:1; Luke 4:18; 13:16.

When foundations are shaken, walls fall apart, windows are shattered, doors remove from their hinges and roofs collapse. In this case, when the foundations were shaken, the scriptures record: “and IMMEDIATELY ALL the doors were opened” (Acts 16:26).

Your freedom and deliverance will be instantaneous. Once the foundations are shaken, IMMEDIATELY freedom becomes your heritage. When God SUDDENLY breaks through into your situation, IMMEDIATELY things will take a new shape.

Notice that ALL the doors were opened. No prison door will remain shut in your life in Jesus’ name. ALL will be opened in Jesus’ name.

There is sure freedom for all prisoners: “and EVERY ONE’S bands were loosed” (Acts 16:26). Yours should not and will not be an exception. Your bands will be loosed in Jesus’ name.

