LOOSED AT MIDNIGHT II

Acts 16:16-25

Satan desires and prefers to operate under the cover of the night. Evil workers do their very worst under the cover of the night. They sow tares in the good field in the night (Matthew 13:24-30). They steal people’s properties, kidnap their children and use them for sacrifice in the night (1 Kings 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10; John 10:10). They plan their deadly strategies and shoot their fiery darts and poisonous arrows in the night (Judges 16:1-3; Psalm 11:2; 64:4).

We are not children of the night. Those who sleep and get drunk do so in the night (1 Thessalonians 5:5-8; Ephesians 5:8-14; Romans 13:12).

However God has a sense of humour. While the devil thinks he is the lord of the night and that he can do whatever he likes under the secret cover of the night, God shows him the contrary.

God arises and sets free in the night so that the strategies of the enemy are nullified (Acts 16:25,26; 12:6-17; Judges 16:1-3).

ESCAPE FROM FIERY DARTS

Acts 16:25,26; 5:17-25; 12:6-19; Judges 16:1-3; Ephesians 6:16; Psalm 91:1-16; 2 Timothy 4:17,18; Isaiah 54:14-17.

These believers were loosed at midnight because God knew Satan’s plans when the morning comes. He loosed them before the enemy will have any chance of destroying them.

Herod had vexed some of the believers, he killed James the brother of John with the sword and proceeded on how to eliminate Peter as well. The night prior to Peter’s execution, God freed him from prison (Acts 12:6-17). The prison warders were executed for letting Peter escape (Acts 12:18,19).

The devil’s strategy has not changed. He specialises in throwing fiery darts at believers but God will always grant us escape from Satan’s fiery darts. The shield of faith will quench every fiery dart of the devil (Ephesians 6:16).

It was the same strategy that the enemy wanted to use for Samson in Gaza: “And they compassed him in, and LAID WAIT FOR HIM ALL NIGHT in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, IN THE MORNING, when it is day, WE SHALL KILL HIM” (Judges 16:2). The Spirit of God quickened Samson so that he had escaped at midnight. This is your night and hour of deliverance. Don’t wait till the morning. The enemy has sinister plans. Arise and be free NOW!

ENJOYMENT OF FREEDOM AND DOMINION

Acts 16:26; 10:38; John 11:44; Luke 13:11-16; 4:18; Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Psalm 142:7; 146:7; 116:16; 107:10,14; Isaiah 42:7; 49:9; 61:1.

Freedom and dominion belonged to them as possessions. Why must the enemy impound on their freedom? God set them free so that they can enjoy their God-given freedom and dominion. Jesus has set you free, why must you remain bound? Sing that chorus aloud and let it echo and reverberate for the devil to hear it. Refuse to remain bound after the Lord has set you free.

The prison door has already been opened, what are you still doing inside there? (Acts 16:26,28,29). We have loosed you to let you go, what are you still doing with the graveclothes and napkin? (John 11:44). Now that Christ has set you free, why remain in the graveyard? Go home and tell your friends what great things the Lord has done for you and has had compassion on you (Mark 5:18-20).

Your long-term satanic bondage has come to an end (Luke 13:11-16). It is Satan that binds and incarcerates (Luke 13:16; Isaiah 14:16,17). God opens the prison doors, ministers deliverance to the captives and sets them free to enjoy their God-given portion (Acts 16:26; 10:38; Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Psalm 142:7; 146:7; 116:16; 107:10,14; Isaiah 42:7; 49:9; 61:1; Luke 4:18; 13:16.).

EXTENSION OF THE FATHER’S DELIVERANCE

Acts 16:26; Ephesians 3:20; Genesis 12:1-3; 39:5; 26:28-30; Jeremiah 35:1-19; 2 Kings 10:30; Exodus 20:5,6.

“Immediately ALL the doors were opened, and EVERY ONE’S bands were loosed” (Acts 16:26). Not only the doors leading to the believers’ prison cell were opened but all the other doors as well. Not only their bands were loosed but every other person’s bands were loosed as well.

The divine deliverance that came to the believers extended to their prison mates. God’s blessings on our life will extend to our nuclear family, extended family, friends, neighbours, colleagues, etc.

If we have prayed for God to intervene in our situation and bring us deliverance, He will usually do more than we ask. The deliverance He will send our way will overflow into other people’s lives (Ephesians 3:20).

God not only blesses us but makes us a channel of blessings to others (Genesis 12:1-3). Just as a cursed person affects those around him (Jeremiah 20:1-6; Jonah 1:1-17; Joshua 7:1-26; 1 Kings 21:21-24), so also does a blessed person benefit those that are associated with him (Jeremiah 35:1-19; 2 Kings 10:30; Exodus 20:5,6; Genesis 39:5; 26:28-30).

