LOOSE HIM, AND LET HIM GO I

John 11:39-44

The stone at the doorway of Lazarus’ tomb had been rolled away. The Lord has called Lazarus back to life and he that was dead has already come forth. Though now free from the clutches of death, he was still not totally free physically. He was still bound hands and feet with graveclothes and facially covered with a napkin.

His present condition was much better than before but there were still things that needed to be done in his life. He was free but not free indeed. The Lord never does a half-baked work, when He sets free, He sets free indeed.

Every miracle and deliverance is a divine-human partnership. What we cannot do Christ undertakes for us. What we can do He expects us to do.

He is the only one that can raise from the dead but He has commanded us “Take ye away the stone” and “Loose him, and let him go”. He has not changed his method even today. To the onlooking family members who were not bound with graveclothes and napkin, He expects compassion and obedience. “Loose him, and let him go” the Lord commanded them. The same thing He is speaking to us today. Go and do thou likewise (John 11:44; Luke 10:37).

CONSUMATION OF TRUE FAITH

John 11:40-44; James 2:17,20,26; 1:5,6; Genesis 12:1,4; 21:10-14; 22:1-4; 26:1,2,6; Hebrews 11:6; Matthew 8:13; 17:20; Mark 9:29,30
“Said I not unto thee, that, If thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” (John 11:40).

The culmination, consummation and climax of true faith ALWAYS is that we will see the glory of God at work on our behalf and enjoy the blessings that come through faith.

They took away the stone because they now believed that a miracle will happen, that they will see the glory of God and they eventually saw God’s glory manifested as the resurrection took place: “And he that was dead came forth”  (John 11:41-44).

True faith will ALWAYS act in the direction of God’s commandment (John 11:39,41). Have you really taken away the stone? Is your faith moving in the direction of God’s will? Faith without corresponding action is dead (James 2:17,20,26).

Abraham manifested true faith in that he moved in the direction of God’s commandment. So also was Isaac (Genesis 12:1,4; 21:10-14; 22:1-4; 26:1,2,6). 

True faith will always and surely see and experience the glory of God (Hebrews 11:6; James 1:5,6; Matthew 8:13; 17:20; Mark 9:29,30).

COMMENCEMENT OF TRUE FREEDOM

John 11:44; Ephesians 2:1,6; 5:14; Ezekiel 37:10; Colossians 2:13; 3:1; Luke 15:24; John 5:21; Psalm 80:18; 119:25,40,50,88,149; 143:11; 

Dead men cannot experience liberty in the land of the living. True freedom starts with being alive. “Loose him, and let him go” would have been a useless command in Lazarus’ case had he been still dead. In his dead state, even if he is loosed, where is he going? Of what use would have been the loosing?

“Loose him, and let him go” is only useful for the living or the resurrected. Setting the dead free is a useless venture. However setting the living free is a profitable enterprise.

True freedom starts with life. Are you alive in Christ? Have you experienced Christ’s transforming power? “And you hath he quickened, who WERE dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). Let Christ’s resurrection power quicken you so that “he that was dead will come forth” as Lazarus came forth (John 11:44).

COMMISSION FOR THE TOUCHED FAMILY

John 11:44; 4:28-30; Mark 5:19,20; Isaiah 6:8,9; Luke 10:19; Romans 16:20; 2 Samuel 22:34-45; Psalm 18:33,34; Ephesians 6:16,17.

It is good to be free, but it is better to be free INDEED (John 8:32,36). Lazarus rose from the dead and came forth. His freedom had started but he was not totally free. He was still bound hands and feet with graveclothes. He could not walk and move freely. His face was bound about with a napkin.

With face bound with napkin, he won’t be able to see where he is going. With hands and feet bound, his walk will be clumsy and self-defence difficult. Obviously he will falter and fall, stagger around like a drunken man, unable to avoid ditches and stumblingblocks  and untimately fall into a ditch and fall to his death again. His initial freedom is eventually lost.

However Jesus gave a commission to the touched family “Loose him, and let him go”. When a person or a family has just been touched by the compassion and power of the Lord, there will be a commission or an assignment waiting for you like the Demoniac of Gadara, the Samaritan woman or the family of Lazarus (Mark 5:19,20; John 4:28-30; 11:44). Have you been touched by God like Isaiah, wait for God’s voice and commission (Isaiah 6:8,9).

“Loose him, and let him go” is an assignment for you. Christ will not do that for you. If you don’t do it, Lazarus will remain bound by graveclothes and napkin. The freedom commenced cannot therefore be consummated and can ultimately be lost.

Though you have been delivered, are you still bound in some areas of your life? Are you still bound hands and feet with graveclothes , face covered with napkin? 

Your hands are meant to war and your fingers to fight. Remove the graveclothes and take the sword of the Spirit to wield. Never keep your hands from the blood of the enemy. Your feet are meant to tread upon serpents and scorpions and to bruise Satan. Remove the graveclothes and stamp hard on the devil (2 Samuel 22:34-45; Psalm 18:33,34; Ephesians 6:16,17; Luke 10:19; Romans 16:20).

Those of us who are alive and totally free like Mary and Martha and not presently bound with graveclothes and napkin are commissioned and commanded to loose those bound hand, feet and face. This is a responsibility we cannot shed. The blind cannot lead the blind, the bound cannot help the bound (Matthew 15:14; Acts 19:14-16; 2 Peter 2:19).

