LOOSE HIM, AND BRING HIM HITHER I

Luke 19:29-35; Mark 11:1-7; Matthew 21:1-7

The ultimate reason why man was created is to worship God and this is the best purpose to which a man can ever dedicate himself (Isaiah 43:21; Ecclesiastes 12:13). Even physical things best fulfil their role when they are used in the service of God. A printing press is best employed when turning out Bibles that ennoble mankind than when producing pornographic literature that defiles and debases humanity.

The ass and the colt in question can never find better usage than when they serve the Lord of lords and the King of kings. They have been bound, left outside, at the entrance of the village, at the crossroads, wasting away in idleness when they could be free, profitably employed in the Master’s service. How this portrays the condition of lost humanity bound by sin and Satan, left outside the door of grace, at the crossroads of life, wasting away their lives when they could be free, serving the Lord in gladness.

In such a condition, is it any surprising then that the Lord has issued that command to His disciples then and to us today “Loose him, and bring him hither”?

COMMISSION OF THE DISCIPLES

Luke 19:29-35; 9:1-6; 10:1,9,17; Mark 11:1-7; 16:15-20; Matthew 21:1-7; 10:1,5-8; John 20:21; 11:44.

Christ commissioned two of His disciples to carry out an important assignment. Though He had many disciples, however He deemed sending only two of them sufficient for the present task. God never gives us a task we cannot cope with or an assignment that surpasses our capability and capacity. If we depend upon Him, His grace will always be sufficient for us. We do not need to busy ourselves with the question: “and what shall this man do?” (John 21:21). Leave that to Him and let Him give whatever assignment He wants to give the other fellow or even no assignment if that is what pleases the Lord (John 21:22). Ours is to joyfully do what we have been commissioned to do and to be thankful for being used by God. Why has He chosen us for the task and not another? He knows. Why has He called us into the ministry of deliverance (loosing the bound ass) and not the others? He knows.

The direction and instructions in the commission were very clear:

(1) Go into the village over against you

(2) As soon as you enter into the village, you shall find an ass and a colt tied on which nobody ever sat

(3) Loose them and bring them unto me

(4) If queried, say “The Lord has need of them”.

These disciples did not complain about their task or request for more persons to be sent along with them. They accepted their assignment in faith and “went and did as Jesus commanded them” (Matthew 21:6).

We have been given a commission to go and loose bound humanity from the yoke of the devil. Many are in the villages and cities over against us that are bound by the enemy. Their bondage is not hidden but clearly open and a public knowledge just like the ass and the colt were tied in a conspicuous place “at the entrance of the village, outside a door at a crossroad” (Luke 19:30; Matthew 21:2; Mark 11:2,4).

How many are at life’s crossroads, outside the door of grace, outcasts in the villages and the cities, oppressed, tormented, afflicted and bound by the devil? We have a commission to go and loose them and bring them hither to the Lord. We cannot complain that we are not up to the task. His grace is sufficient for us and we must move in faith knowing that we will accomplish the task.

The commission left no room for failure. Christ expected the disciples to loose the ass and the colt and bring them. There is no allowance for failure in our commission too (cf. Acts 10:38; John 20:21).

CHALLENGE OF THE DETRACTORS

Luke 19:32,33; Mark 11:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; Romans 15:22; 1:13; Nehemiah 2:10,19,20; 4:1-3.

Christ knew that every worthy assignment or noble task is bound to meet with opposition (1 Thessalonians 2:18; Romans 15:22; 1:13; Nehemiah 2:10,19,20; 4:1-3). He prepared the disciples for such.

The disciples found the situation exactly as Christ described it – the ass and the colt tied and detractors were there as well (Luke 19:32).

As soon as they started loosing the ass and the colt, two sets of detractors challenged them:

(1) The owners challenged “why loose ye the colt?” (Luke 19:33).

(2) Some onlookers who were standing nearby challenged “what do ye, loosing the colt?” (Mark 11:5).

Christ had earlier prepared them for such challenge. They were neither to be intimidated by detractors nor to be sidetracked by distractions.

In our attempt to minister deliverance to the captives, detractors will challenge us, distractions will occur but we must maintain our focus and keep to the commission that we have been given. Results will follow.

Demons will challenge us “what do ye, loosing my prisoner?”. We are never to be intimidated by the demons or be sidetracked by a thousand distractions they may bring our way in order for the bound not to be loosed.

CONFESSION OF THE DISCIPLES

Mark 11:3,6; Luke 19:31,34; Matthew 21:3; 4:3-11; Isaiah 55:11; 46:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25; Hebrews 4:12; Psalm 107:20; 119:89; Revelation 12:11.

“And they said unto them as Jesus had commanded” (Mark 11:6). Don’t argue, just say what God’s word says. It is powerful enough. Quote the scriptures. Don’t use human wisdom and impotent words. Say what God says. What did Jesus command them to say? “The Lord hath need of him” (Luke 19:31,34; Mark 11:3; Matthew 21:3).

Unquestioning obedience is important in the deliverance ministry and we must keep to what God has said. It might be simple but His power will back up the word, it will not return unto Him void (Isaiah 55:11; 46:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25; Hebrews 4:12; Psalm 107:20). Saying what God’s word says will always bring the victory. Declaring “it is written” always brings results (Matthew 4:3-11). 

When we are loosing the bound, if demons ever challenge us as to what we think we are doing, we can calmly but firmly declare “The Lord hath need of him”. Man was made for the habitation of God through the Holy Spirit not for the habitation of the devil through demons and for that reason “The Lord hath need of him” (Ephesians 2:22; Revelation 18:2).

If our confession is in line with what Christ has told us, if it aligns with God’s word, that confession will bring us the victory (Revelation 12:11).

