LIVING AND MINISTERING BY FAITH
The Christian life commences in faith and must of necessity continue in faith for the just must live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38).

The call into the Christian ministry is also a call of faith. We take the step of faith like Abraham to go to where we know not wither (Hebrews 11:8).

Faith is the root that supports and gives life to the tree. Faith is like water that sustains the fish. Faith is like the spark that ignites the forest fire. It is the foundation upon which the Christian life is built. Without faith it is practically impossible to be a child of God and having become one to please Him (Ephesians 2:8,9; Hebrews 11:6).

Living and ministering by faith is the noble way to live. It is the impetus for meaningful and productive living. It is the catalyst to growth. It is the ingredient that guarantees increase. Faith makes our life result-oriented. It ensures that our ministry results in exploits.

Faith guarantees that we can join the ranks of the heroes of faith who did great exploits by faith and whose ministries were anchored in divine ability.

INDISPENSABLE IN PLEASING OUR GOD

Hebrews 11:6; 3:17-19; 4:11; 10:35; Ephesians 2:8,9; Numbers 13:30-33; 14:1-10,28-32; 1 Corinthians 10:11
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).

Faith is so foundational and fundamental in the Christian life. It sparks off the initial fire of our love for God – we are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8,9).

It is not just that it is difficult to please God without faith, it is that it is impossible to do without it. Faith is indispensable in our pleasing God.

God is pleased with the sacrifices of our praise and worship (Genesis 8:20-22). However, we can only offer acceptable, excellent sacrifices by faith (Hebrews 11:4).
God is pleased by the obedience of His children (1 Samuel 15:22). Yet it takes faith to obey God as Abraham did offering Isaac or Noah did in building an ark (Hebrews 11:17-19,7).

Israel in the wilderness displeased God because of their unbelief. It was lack of faith and confidence in the promises and the power of God to bring them into the promised land that made them to weep, murmur and want to go back to Egypt (Numbers 13:30-33; 14:1-10,28-32; Hebrews 3:17-19; 4:11; 1 Corinthians 10:11).

We are encouraged and admonished in the scriptures never to cast away our confidence of faith which has a great recompense of reward no matter how rough the road or how turbulent the journey (Hebrews 10:35).

IMPETUS FOR PRODUCTIVITY AND GROWTH

Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38,35; 11:6,32-35; 6:12-15; Luke 5:1-8; Mark 9:23; 11:22-24.
The just must live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38). There is no other way to live that guarantees our pleasing God and receiving the best from Him. God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him in faith (Hebrews 11:6). Through faith and patience we can inherit the promises of God (Hebrews 6:12-15).
Faith is an impetus for productivity and growth. It enables us to launch unreservedly into the deep and harvest abundance (Luke 5:1-8). It enables us to sow in the hope of an harvest and in time the harvest comes (Galatians 6:6-8; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7). Faith energizes us for action on the pathway to productivity and growth. Mountains always move before faith and faith turns impossibilities into possibilities (Mark 9:23; 11:22-24).
INEVITABLE ON THE PATH TO GREATNESS

Hebrews 11:1-40; Numbers 13:30-33; 14:1-10,28-32; Joshua 14:6-15; Genesis 49:3,4; Isaiah 7:9; 2 Chronicles 20:20.
Faith is inevitable on the path to greatness. Nothing great and significant was ever achieved without faith. Faith was a significant factor in the achievement of the heroes of faith as recorded in the scriptures. “By faith” and “Through faith” are words that prefaced their action (Hebrews 11:1-40).
Caleb and Joshua have made a place for themselves in the annals of Jewish history and God’s record because of their faith (Numbers 13:30-33; 14:1-10,28-32; Joshua 14:6-15).
Gideon by his faith in God brought victory to Israel with a mere 300 men and had his name inscribed in marble (Judges 7:1-25).

Those who operate in unbelief will always have their acts written in the sands of time which in time gets wiped off. They die premature deaths and never live long to see any significant achievements (2 Kings 7:1-20).
Faith brings prosperity, stability, growth and excellence. It enables us to make an indelible mark in our generation (Genesis 49:3,4; Isaiah 7:9; 2 Chronicles 20:20).

