LIVING ABOVE SATAN’S TYRANNY

God expects the believer to be more than a conqueror and He has made adequate provision for it. Every believer ought to live above Satan’s tyranny because “greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

Notwithstanding the ruthless way that Satan oppresses, hinders, attacks, rules, controls, afflicts people in the world, the prince of this world has already been judged and defeated. The believer can therefore resist him and he has no choice but to flee (James 4:7).

The believer occupies an exalted position of having authority over Satan (Luke 10:17-19) and must constantly be seated with Christ in the heavenly places far above principalities and power and all the subtle manipulations of the devil (Ephesians 2:6).

REALITY OF SATAN’S TYRANNY

1 Peter 5:8; Job 1:6-19; Revelation 12:13-17; Isaiah 14:12,16,17; 10:27; Acts 10:38; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; Luke 13:11,16.

A tyrant has been defined by several dictionaries as “an oppressor or cruel ruler or master, a despot who seizes power unconstitutionally, obtains power by usurpation, maintains power by terrorism, arbitrary, cruel and ruthless in the exercise of power and unjustly and illegally enforces his will on others”.

Sensible reading of this definition coupled with a detailed analysis of the activities of Satan reveals the great extent of Satan’s tyranny in the world.

He is like a roaring lion walking up and down the earth seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8; Job 1:6-19; Revelation 12:13-17).

He specialises in keeping people locked up in spiritual prisons (Isaiah 14:17), oppressing people (Acts 10:38), putting unbearable yokes and burdens upon people (Isaiah 10:27), binding people (Luke 13:11,16), hindering people (1 Thessalonians 2:18) and creating chaos, confusion, destruction and desolation wherever he passes (Isaiah 14:12,16,17).

RECOGNITION OF SAINTS’ TRIUMPH

Luke 10:17-19; 2 Corinthians 2:14; Romans 16:20; Colossians 2:14,15; 1:13,14; 1 John 4:4; 5:4,5; Romans 8:37.

Notwithstanding the havoc that Satan is causing everywhere, the believer need not worry. Christ has already given us power over the tyranny of the devil and nothing shall by any means hurt us (Luke 10:19). Christ causes us to triumph ALWAYS (2 Corinthians 2:14). The demons are subject unto us through the name of Jesus (Luke 10:17). We will bruise Satan under our feet by divine sanction (Romans 16:20).

The devil is a defeated foe and his defeat was made public (Colossians 2:14,15; 1:13,14). Our faith guarantees us the victory every time (1 John 4:4; 5:4,5). We are more than conquerors through the finished work of Christ at calvary (John 19:30; Romans 8:37).

ROLE OF SOLID TEACHING

2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; Ephesians 2:6; 6:12-18; Luke 10:19; Romans 16:20; Colossians 2:14,15; John 12:31; 16:11,33; 19:30; Psalm 144:1; 18:34; 2 Samuel 22:35.

Ignorance is one of Satan’s chief strategies for keeping people in bondage. Ignorance of the devil’s devices enables him to have an advantage over the ignorant believer (2 Corinthians 2:11). The ignorant believer is on the pathway to destruction (Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13).

Solid teaching enables ignorance to be banished as well as relevant knowledge to be imparted. Knowledge enables the believer to operate from a position of strength. The knowledge that is essential for constant victory and continual triumph include:

· Knowledge of our place, position and power in Christ (Ephesians 2:6; Luke 10:19; Romans 16:20)

· Knowledge of Satan’s defeat (Colossians 2:14,15; John 12:31; 16:11)

· Knowledge of Christ’s permanent victory (John 19:30; 16:33)

· Knowledge of Satan’s devices, wiles and strategies (2 Corinthians 2:11)

· Knowledge of the mechanics of spiritual warfare (Psalm 144:1; 18:34; 2 Samuel 22:35; Ephesians 6:12-18)

RESOURCES FOR STEADFAST TRIUMPH

Ephesians 6:11-18; Romans 13:12; 2 Corinthians 6:7; James 4:2,3; 5:13-18; 1:5-8; Ezekiel 36:37; Psalm 22:3; 2 Chronicles 20:20-25; Acts 16:25,26; Philippians 2:9-11; Luke 10:17,19; Revelation 12:11.

God has provided the believer with the resources for steadfast triumph. We must learn to put this to use for our benefit. The spiritual resources at our disposal include:

· The whole armour of God (Ephesians 6:11-17; Romans 13:12; 2 Corinthians 6:7)

· The weapon of prayer (Ephesians 6:18; James 4:2,3; 5:13-18; 1:5-8; Ezekiel 36:37)

· The power of praise (Psalm 50:23; 22:3; 2 Chronicles 20:20-25; Acts 16:25,26)

· The name of Jesus (Philippians 2:9-11; Luke 10:17,19)

· The blood of Jesus (Revelation 12:11; Zechariah 9:11).

